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otia. They had ties with Onchestus;! their name gave occasion
to the proverbial expression Bowria v¥s;2 and a reminder of
them survived in the name of Hya or Hyampolis in Phocis, whither
Hyantes were driven from Boeotia.3
Hyantes are also reported to have been present in Aetolia. The
Aetolian connexion is found in the Pleuroniae of Phrynichus. The
plot of the tragedy is not known—there are but two fragments; but
events later than the death of Meleager were treated, since one of
the two fragments mentions the hero’s decease after his mother had
allowed the brand to burn out.4 As for the play’s title, the Pleuronian
women may have been at Pleuron, but they could also be handmaids
or captives at Calydon.® What is beyond reasonable doubt is that the
story was set in Aetolia and after the death of Meleager. The burned-
out brand should not be assumed to be central to the plot, because
according to Pausanias (supra n.4) the brand was mentioned by
Phrynichus only in passing (mpocayauevos 8¢ avrod udvov).
Here we are concerned with the fragment mentioning Hyantes.
There are textual difficulties, and I give the four lines first as Snell
prints them, together with his apparatus criticus

HYANTES according to tradition were early inhabitants of Boe-

oTpatos wor’ els ynv ™’ émeaTtpwda mwodi,
“Yavros 6s ynv vatev, dpxaios \ews,

wedla 8¢ mavTa kal TapakTOY TAAKA

> ~ ’ \ E] ’ I4

wketa papyors PAoé édatvvro yralos.

1 cf. Eur. Teleph. fr.102, 16 p.68 Aust. | mod¢] ‘fort. 7moAvs’ Nauck |
non post wodi, sed post “Yavros interp. Scheer | 2 sl 6 Paris. |

'Y ad Ap. Rhod. 3.1242-43a (p.255.1-4 Wendel). See also Steph. Byz. s.v. “Yavres,
&0vos mepl "ANakrouéviov (p.644.11 Meineke).

2¥ ad Pind. OI. 6.148b (I 187.7-14 Drachmann).

3 Strab. 401 and 424 Cas. A possible prehistoric context for the Hyantes is discussed
by M. Sakellariou, ‘Ioropia Tov “EAAnucot “Efvovs 1 (Athens 1970) 362.

4 Paus. 10.31.4 (=fr.6 Snell).

5 R. C. Jebb, Bacchylides (Cambridge 1905) 470, reports some guesses about the
women.

¢ Phrynichus fr.5 Snell (7rGF 1 [Gottingen 1971] 74) = ¥ ad Lycoph. Alex. 433 (Il
160.2-6 Scheer).

235



236 AETOLIAN HYANTES IN PHRYNICHUS

“Yavros yn, i.e. “Yaumohs? Wil. Kl. Schr. 4, 543,1 | vaiwv ap-
xaiwv Paris. | “Yavros nv évawev Unger || 3 8¢ om. Vat., Pal)
mapaxtos Paris. | 4 oxeia Vat., Ambr., Pal., oxota, superscr.
omota Paris. (cf. F 6,1, flamma celeris, rapida, velox: Thes. 1.L.VI
1,865,33sqq.).

If, with Scheer, a comma is placed after “Yawvros in line 2, the
meaning is that a roaming Hyantian army invaded Aetolia, dwelt
there, and was an ancient people. If, with Snell, a comma is placed
after mod(, the meaning is that an army roamed into Aetolia and was
an ancient people who formerly dwelt in the land of Hyas. According
to both versions the invaders put the plains and coastland to the
torch (lines 3f). However, there are doubts about the presentation of
line 2 in Snell’s edition. ds after “Yavros is suspiciously dittographic,
and ymv results from yn» in line 1. The Greek runs more smoothly if
we take “Yavros with dpxatos Aews, eliminate ds, and convert the
duplicate ynv to a needed relative pronoun. Such were Unger’s
corrections of the line, and they were adopted by Nauck:?

’ 9 kd ~ 4 9 ’ ’
oTPATOS TMOT €S YNV TNV’ €meoTpwda modi,
.4 L) L4 > ~ ’

Yavros nv évarev apxaios News,
’ \ ’ 1 ’ ’
meda O€ TavTA KAl TAPAKTIOV TAQKQ
t] ~ ’ A} ’ ’ ’
wkela papyors GAo€ édawvvro yrabocs.

The meaning of the four lines is thus “Long ago an army roamed
on foot into the land which the ancient people of Hyas was inhabit-
ing; and a swift fire with ravening jaws devoured all the plains and
the flat land along the shore.” Thus Hyantes had already settled in
Aetolia before unnamed invaders put the land to the torch.

The proposed interpretation of the four lines accords with a frag-
ment of Apollodorus’ studies in the Homeric Catalogue of the Ships,
preserved by Strabo. The fragment is cited in connection with Stra-
bo’s criticism directed at Ephorus’ assertion that the Aetolians had
never been subject to others but were always exempt from dev-
astation in war: xat "AmoA\d8wpos 8’ elpnkev éx ™)s Bowwrias dme-
Govras “Yavras (oropetofar kai émoikovs Tois AiTwhots yevouévovs.t
The words quoted do not confirm what Strabo is claiming: for if Hy-
antes came from Boeotia as émowkor, they may have mingled peace-

7Fr.5 (p.721 N.). Nauck (RhMus 6 [1848)] 461) also suggested “Yavres 1v évarov.

8 Strab. 464 (FGrHist 244F205) [émeM@ovras Meinecke, Strab. Geogr. 11 653.24].
Note also the remark in Steph. Byz. s.v. Airwhia ... mpdrepov 8¢ ‘Yavris éxaketro
(n.55.12 Meineke). K. D. Stergiopoulos, ‘H dpxaia Airwhia (Athens 1939) 44, rejects
the notion of a migration of Hyantes from Boeotia to Aetolia. He thinks that there
were two branches of the people, one having migrated eastward, the other southward.
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fully with the previous inhabitants. There is nothing in the fragment
to suggest that Hyantes came as conquerors; but Apollodorus attests
that according to tradition some Hyantes had settled in Aetolia.
Jacoby commented on F205: “A gab mehr als hier steht.”® Indeed,
part of Apollodorus’ ethnography of Aetolia and Acarnania discussed
the wild Erysichaioi (F204); and the burners who came to Aetolia
some time after the antique Hyantes had settled there would also
have been of interest to him.

Who, then, since they were not Hyantes, were the burners? At
least a tentative answer to the question can be given. Violent neigh-
bors of the Boeotian Hyantes of Onchestus were the Phlegyae. They
lived beside the Cephisian Lake, and Apollo passed by them on his
way to Delphi.l® Folk-etymology connected the Phlegyae with the
root ¢Aey-, ‘burn’,!! one of their violent acts having been to burn the
sanctuary at Delphi.!2 It is a tolerable conjecture that in the legend
used by Phrynichus in his Pleuroniae and by Apollodorus in his Aeto-
lian ethnography some Hyantes were driven westward out of Boeotia
and Phocis by the Phlegyae; and we may suppose that the Phlegyae,
having burned the Delphic temple, went on to lay waste with fire the
plains and coastland of Aetolia, where the displaced Hyantes had
settled as émowkor with the indigenous people.

However, the conclusion of this paper does not depend upon the
foregoing conjectural train of events. We conclude from the revised
text of Phrynichus fr.5 that the poet mentioned the presence, in the
remote past, of Hyantes in Aetolia and the subsequent burning of the
land by another people. The incendiaries were, we suggest, Phlegyae,
whose name was traditionally associated with *¢Aey- and so with
Proé, the swift flame of the last line in the tragic fragment.13
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% FGrHist Illp, Komm. p.794.3.

10 Hymn.Hom.Ap. 3.277-80.

1 S, Eitrem, RE 20.1 (1941) 268 s.v. “Phlegyas.”

12¥ A ad Il. 13.302 (III 457.39f Erbse). Cf. Hieron. ad A. Abr. 567: templum Delfis a
Flegyo incensum (p.47.1f Helm [Leipzig 1913, Berlin2 1956]).
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