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N INCIDENT involving Emperor John VIII Palaeologus
and his Genoese neighbors at Pera, across Constan-
tinople’s Golden Horn, is briefly described by Laonikos
[= Nikolaos] Khalkokondyles. Khalkokondyles furnishes no
specific date for this incident, but its position in his narrative
suggests that it took place early in the 1430s.! According to
Khalkokondyles, a localized conflict arose between Constan-
tinople and the Genoese settlement because of John’s attempt
to raise taxes on the Perenses (6.3):2
Todvyng 8 0dv 6 100 Bulaviiov Booidedg émodéuet mpog Tovg
Tavviovg, dieveyBeic and aitiog To16de, THe dmd Kovpepkiny
700 Taldrov €veko. évtodbo ol laviiol vadg mAnpdoavieg
peyiotag oM TtV mop’ avTolg Kol TPIRPEIC TPLoKoideKn, Kol
guPifdoavteg &g tog vadg O6mAitog odTOV GUEl TOVG OKTOKIG)L-
Alovg, énéndeov éni Bulavtiov, éEelelv BovAduevor.

I The incident occurred in 1434, as is correctly stated by the recent edi-
tor: A. Kaldellis, The Histories: Laonikos Chalkokondyles (Cambridge [Mass.]/
London 2014) IT 488 n.8.

2 Khalkokondyles is the only contemporary historian, and our only
source, to speak of this incident as a local “war” between Pera and Con-
stantinople. Modern scholarship has not investigated this incident either,
and the standard histories of the period neglect it altogether; the incident is
presented in a rather obscure manner by Khalkokondyles.
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378 VENICE, GENOA, AND JOHN VIII PALAEOLOGUS

John the king of Byzantium fought a war against the Genoese.
The cause was his taxation of commerce profits from Galatas [=
Pera]. At this point the Genoese equipped their largest ships and
thirteen triremes and embarked about eighteen hundred of their
hoplites [= armored men], and sailed against Byzantium in-
tending to seize it.

This quarrel reached the stage of armed conflict because of
John’s decision to increase his revenues by imposing new taxes
on Pera. John was indeed in need of funds for his treasury,
which must have been depleted after his recent successful cam-
paigns in the Morea against the local Italian lords. New funds
were essential to finance his project of refortifying the walls of
Constantinople, which had suffered serious damage during the
siege by Murad II in the previous decade. A similar financial
situation occurred later, early in the reign of John’s successor
Constantine XI Palaeologus, who also tried to raise capital to
support his defense against the Ottomans’ war preparations
and mobilization to besiege Constantinople; in this later case
Constantine was in violation of the existing treaty between the
imperial court and the Serenissima, which John had concluded
earlier with the Venetians, specifically by proposing to impose
taxes on the Venetians over the sale of wine.®> While both
Greek emperors, John and Constantine, may have violated
articles of existing treaties, the fact was that they were in
desperate need of funds and could not impose higher, or
additional, taxes on their impoverished Greek subjects, as

3 The treaty had been negotiated and signed by John VIII and the
Venetians on 19 September 1442; the article disregarded by Constantine
reads, in its Latin version: in quibus tabernis ordinatis sui Veneli possint vendere
vinum cutuscumque manierel ad minutum in quacumque quantitate, sine ulla gravitate (S.
P. Lampros, “ZovBixm petald Todvvov H Molotoddyov koi 100 dovkdg
g Bevetlag @paykickov ®ookapn,” Néog EAAnvouviumv 12 [1915] 157).
The questionable statement, sine ulla gravitate, which the Greek version of the
treaty renders as yopig Tvog Bépovg, seems to constitute the nucleus of the
complaint. For the Greek and Latin texts and an English translation of the
treaty see M. Philippides, Constantine XI Dragas Palaeologus: A Buography of the
Last Greek Emperor (forthcoming), Appendix IV.
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Constantinople’s wealth had gradually passed into the hands of
the resident Italians.* In addition, whatever wealth remained in
Greek possession was in the hands of a very few enormously
prosperous citizens of Constantinople, who, after the fall of
1453, were accused of denying their fair share to the defense of
their homeland and of investing their fortunes in various
banking institutions in Italy. Later authors suggested that the
consequence was the conquest of the city by the Ottoman
Turks. The following comments constitute a typical sample of
this attitude, in the anonymous sixteenth-century Barberini
Chronicle:>

* That is the conclusion reached by D. M. Nicol, Byzantium and Venice: A
Study in Diplomatic and Cultural Relations (Cambridge 1988) 391.

5 G. T. Zoras, Xpovikov repi év Tobpxwv ZovAtdvev (kote t0v Bapp.
‘EAdnvikov Kadikee 111) (Athens 1956) 7.12: For a translation and
commentary see M Philippides, Byzantium, Europe, and the Early Ottoman
Sultans 1375—1513: An Anonymous Greek Chronicle of the Seventeenth Century (New
Rochelle 1990). Identical sentiments are expressed in the narrative of
Languschi-Dolfin (whose text, in a colorful mixture of the Venetian
quattrocento dialect and Latin, may be the immediate source of the Barberini
Chronicle; Languschi-Dolfin’s chronicle depends, to a large extent, on the
Latin text of Bishop Leonardo’s eyewitness report on the siege and fall of
Constantinople): G. M. Thomas, “Die Eroberung Constantinopels im Jahre
1453 aus einer venetianischen Chronik,” SBMiinch 2 (1868) 18, Et fu grande
impueta de quelli baront grect auart direplort de la patria. De I qual piu uolte el pouero
Imperator cum lachrime domandaua, prestasseno denari per condur prowisionati. Et quelli
wrauano esser pouert disfatty, che dapor presi el Signor Turcho quelli trouo richissimi. Cf.
Barberini Chronicle 7.33, which also depends on Languschi-Dolfin 31, et tutti &t
absconditi perueniano in man de Turci, o Grect museri et miserabili che fingeur esser
poueri. Ecco che sono uenuti in luce li uostri tesory, I quali tenewr, et negaut uoler dar per
subsidio de la citade. On the interdependence of these chronicles see M.
Philippides, “The Fall of Constantinople 1453: Bishop Leonard and the
Greek Accounts,” GRBS 22 (1980) 287-300, and “The Fall of
Constantinople 1453: Bishop Leonardo and his Italian Followers,” Viator 29
(1998) 189-227; M. Philippides and Walter K. Hanak, The Siege and Fall of
Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies (Farnham
2011) 139-193. On the wealthy class of the Greeks of Constantinople and
the financial problems of the state see T. Kiousopoulou, Emperor or Manager:
Power and Political Ideology in Byzantium before 1453 (Geneva 2011), esp. 112 ff;
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® ‘Popolot giAdpyvpot, dnunyéptec, tpaditdpot, omovd ETpadi-
pete Vv notpida cog, 6mov O Pacidéag cog ftove TTwYOG Kol
c0¢ EnapokdAele pe ¢ ddkpva ‘¢ & udtior va tod dovelcete
oloplo d1d v ddon kol va paldén modepiotddeg dvBpdnovg
vo. BonBhcwot xail va molephcovve, kol éoelc Gpvieote ued’
dprovg mag Sev Exete kol lote mTwyol! Gt LoTEPOL, OTOL GOIG
énfipe 6 Tobpkog, evpéBnte thovoot xai cog 10 whpe 6 Todprog
Kol EKOWE Kol TO KEPAAL GOC.

O Romans! You were avaricious, rabble-rousers, and traitors.
You handed over your homeland. Your emperor was poor; he
begged you, with tears in his eyes, to lend him florins in order to
hire and gather warriors to help in the war, but you refused,
saying, with oaths, that you had no money and that you were
poor. But later, after the Turk conquered you, you were found
to be rich. The Turk deprived you of your wealth and cut your
heads off.

Constantine XI did not prevail in this quarrel with the
Venetians; their differences, nevertheless, did not advance from
diplomatic negotiations to armed conflict.® It is also possible
that, in 1452, Constantine had also planned to tax the Genoese
of Pera, but advisors with long memory could have brought up
John’s earlier fruitless attempt; in 1453 the Venetians were an

for the wealth of one prominent individual and his family, whose fortunes
had been invested in Italian banking institutions, see K. P. Matschke, “The
Notaras Family and its Italian Connections,” DOP 49 (1995) 59-72; T.
Ganchou, “Le rachat des Notaras apres la chute de Constantinople ou les
‘étrangeres’ de D’élite byzantine au XVe¢ siecle,” in M. Balard and A.
Ducellier (eds.), Migrations et diasporas méditerrannéennes (X—XVI siécles) (Paris
2002) 149-229; E. Burke, “Surviving Exile: Byzantine Families and the
Serenissima 1453—1600,” in I. Nilsson and P. Stephenson (eds.), Wanted:
Byzantium. The Desire for a Lost Empire (Uppsala 2014) 109—131, esp. 115-118.

6 N. Iorga, Notes et extraits pour servir @ I’Histoire des Croisades au XV¢ siécle V1
(Bucharest 1916) 67, 68; for the documents of the period 2-17 August 1450
see F. Thiriet, Régestes des délibérations du Sénat de Venise concernant la Romanie 111
(Paris/The Hague 1961) 157-158, nos. 2830 and 2831. Constantine ex-
plained that his tax was pro utilitate urbis, “for the welfare of the city.” John
VIII must have used a similar reason to raise the rate of the commercium on
the Genoese of Pera.
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easier target, prima facie, as their quarter was in close proximity,
within Constantinople and not across the Golden Horn.

After mentioning the attack on Constantinople by the Gen-
oese of Pera, Khalkokondyles interrupts his account of this
“war” and describes an intervening armed conflict between the
Genoese and the khan of Crimea, which prevented further
hostile action against the Greek capital; the Greek historian
then adds that, after their forces were released from duty in the
Crimea, the Perenses turned their attention to Constantinople
once more, held a public meeting to consider their military
options, and launched an attack, with their naval forces, upon
Constantinople’s sea walls along the Golden Horn (6.5):

oVtw M arnoAloyBévieg 100 mpog TxvBag ToVg év 1® Boondpw

vouddog, xaténdeov €¢ Bulavtiov, deixduevor &g ToAatinv

oAV Vv katovtikpb Bulavtiov év 1 Ebpann, kol kowf Bov-

Aevoduevol, Ov tpomov Ty mOAWV porxovpevol €EEAmGL, TGG T

vodg éninpocav, kol ¢EorAtoduevor kato tov Buloavtiov At-

LEVO TPOGEPEPOV TOG VDG £mi TO TELX0G MG GmO TOV VEDV TNV

TOAMV alipGOVTEC.

So the ones who had gone against the Scythians in the Bosporus

sailed down to Byzantium and reached Galatas, the city across

Byzantium in Europe; they held a general council in their effort

to find a way to take the city; they manned their ships and, with

full armament, they directed those ships to attack the walls of the
harbor of Byzantium and capture the city with their fleet.

They failed to muster sufficient forces to attack the land walls,
but they probably had been encouraged by the precedent of
the Fourth Crusade, when westerners had been able to pen-
etrate Constantinople’s sea walls, ignoring the land fortifica-
tions. The attack of the Perenses on Constantinople’s sea walls
failed:

ol pev odv Buldvtiot mapecskevdovio duvvoduevot, kol émod
100 Teiyovg udyovto mpog tovg Tavviovg d&lmg Adyov: kol dg
npoctParlov 1@ Teiyel and TV vedV Kol ENEPDVTO EAETY, OVK
ndvvavio émPfivar 100 teiyovg, dupvvopévev 1dv ‘EAAAvev
kotd 10 koptepdv. éviadBa, dg 00dEv avtolc mpoeydpet, Sié-
oTody 1e kol anéndeov éni Traliog.
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382 VENICE, GENOA, AND JOHN VIII PALAEOLOGUS

The inhabitants of Byzantium prepared their defense and re-
sisted the Genoese from the walls bravely. The latter attacked
the walls from their ships, but proved unable to mount the walls,
as the Hellenes resisted mightily. Unable to achieve anything,
they withdrew and sailed to away to Italy.

The conflict went on for some time but there were no other
direct attacks upon the land or the sea walls. Then the “siege”
deteriorated to a stage of long-range bombardment between
Pera and the city, but the Greeks then took the offensive: they
blockaded Pera and the Genoese suburb, attacked its defenses,
and prevented the settlement from receiving supplies. In ad-
dition, some ships of the Genoese were directly attacked’” and
numerous Genoese sailors were captured to join other citizens
of Pera who had been taken while defending the moat of Pera
against the Greeks. In fact, their capture seems to have been
the turning point in this “war.” Three hundred prisoners in
chains were brought before John VIII in his residence and sub-
sequently diplomacy took over, a truce was declared, and a
compromise was reached on the commerce taxes and on other
minor matters (6.6):

M pév modig tdv Tovutov 1 Todotin éroléuetl €nl Guyvov Tvo

xpovov 1@ Bulovtie, kot mmAeforog €€ aAAnAwv ol te “EA-

Anveg kol ol £k 1o FoAddtov évéfailov, Omdte kol 6 Agovtdpng

Todvvng 1@ teiyer thg Fodoting c@odpdg Enelonecmv Gmé-

xAewoe tadtny, otepnbelcoy naviog tpoginov kol Tdv GAAmv.

Kol TOALOVE TOV &nd TV vdv tdv Tavuiov émSpoudy odtog

xotéoye, kol ped’ dAdoeov 1@ Paocirel Twdvvny Gvit év 10 oi-

KNUoTtt 100 ZVAAG TPoceEKOUIGEV MOEL TPLEKOGIOVE, TPOGEVPMOV

1001006 £V 10 xapakt 10D Faddtov.

Galatas, the city of the Genoese, fought a war against Byzan-

tium for some time; the Hellenes and the Genoese Perenses

bombarded each other from their stations; at this point John

Leontares launched a strong attack upon the wall of Pera and

7 Khalkokondyles never mentions the activities of the Constantinopolitan
Venetians at this time, a curious omission, given the traditional enmity be-
tween Venetians and Genoese.
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enforced a blockade, which denied all supplies of food and other
necessities. In raids he captured many of their men assigned to
the ships. He brought them, about three hundred of them, in
chains to King John who was residing in the Xyllalas palace; he
had captured them in the vicinity of Pera’s ditch.

In the compromise, Khalkokondyles specifies only that the
Perenses agreed to the terms imposed by the emperor (without
clarification on the commerce taxes, the origin of the dispute),
adds that negotiations on taxes from Pera’s vineyards were also
discussed, and states that reparations were paid for the dam-
ages that had been inflicted during the bombardment:
peto tadto drampesPevoduevol Tpog GAANAovg wepl 1€ TV EEm
durerliov 100 F'oddtov kol Tepl TV KOVUEPKIOV ODTDV, OTMG
cvykototedfi 6 Bacidets, cvykatévevoay ol Tavidiot, dmoyopt-
cavteg kol LaAdov 1@ Bocthel xpuoivoug yiliovg @Bopdg Evexa
100 év 1§} BaotAk]) mhpyov, gig ov ot Tavdior tnAeforotg Expn-
covto, kol Tdv épyactpiov tdv év i Méon, ¢€ v éxaAdctn-
cav, kol v onuaioy oipew tod Baciiéng EAAMvav. todto ey
¢¢ t0600T0V T01g “EAANGL TpocevivekTat £¢ Tovg Tovutovg.
Afterwards, embassies were exchanged and negotiated the vine-
yards outside Galatas and their taxation; both the king [John
VIII] and the Genoese reached an agreement and they yielded
to the king one thousand gold coins for the damages they had
caused on the tower by the Basilike [Gate], which had been
struck by the bombs of the Genoese, and for the destruction of
the workshops in the Mese; they also agreed to fly the flag of the
king of the Hellenes. This was the agreement between the Hel-
lenes and the Genoese.

Thus this incident was brought to an end. Such is the ac-
count in Khalkokondyles’ narrative, which, however, seems to
simplify matters.® The fact that he interrupts his narrative with

8 The narrow view of Khalkokondyles and the pressing financial needs of
John are followed in a short account of this incident by N. Necipoglu,
Byzantium between the Ottomans and the Latins: Politics and Soctely in the Late Empire
(Cambridge 2009) 190, 191, without mention of the wider war between
Venice and Genoa.
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the offensive of the Genoese in the Crimea suggests that we are
dealing with more intricate circumstances. It is also interesting
that Khalkokondyles does not mention the Venetians of Con-
stantinople in the entire affair, who had their own quarters
within Constantinople and would have been involved in the
incident one way or another. The plain fact is that this incident
was not a localized “war” between Pera and Constantinople
but took place during a more serious war between Genoa and
Venice. In this matter Khalkokondyles was not well informed
and seems to have simplified a complicated situation.

The actual nature of this conflict is treated, in its proper con-
text, in a contemporary rhetorical piece,’ an encomium-
panegyric in John’s honor, which has not been attributed to
any specific author. This minor piece elucidates the circum-
stances involving Genoa and Venice, which included Constan-
tinople. According to this author, during the course of a war
between the two traditional Italian enemies, John VIII played a
significant role as a mediator. Thus he was not direct the cause
of the war by raising taxes on Pera, in spite of what Khalko-
kondyles would have us believe; if he did so, it was an attempt
to take advantage of the war between his two “allies,” Genoa
and Venice. The author of the panegyric first produces a fair
paragraph on the status of Pera and its origins (III 301):

9 The quattrocento manuscript 34, fol. 105*-116Y, in the patriarchal library
of Cairo, was published in S. P. Lampros, loAaioAdysio kai edomovvn-
owaxd III (Athens 1926) 292-308. In spite of the important historical in-
formation it contains, this Eyxduiov eigc tov Avtoxpdtope has never been
translated into English and has been overlooked by scholars. Thus D. M.
Nicol, The Last Centuries of Byzantium, 1261—14532 (Cambridge 1993), K. M.
Setton, The Papacy and the Levant (1204-1571) 11 (Philadelphia 1976), and the
standard histories of late medieval Greece overlook the information em-
bedded in this piece. According to the editors, who oversaw the publication
of IMadaioAdyeie ki Iedomovvnowaxd after the death of Lampros, the text
is full of “roundAlov colotkioumy kol PapPopioudy ... &v oig kol i xpfioig
petoxfig dvti oprotikiig” (III 292), which is perhaps an unfair and ex-
cessively pedantic charge; it is, after all, an informative, lucid piece that
provides valuable historical information presented in competent Attic style.
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ot Taldror, #Bvog Ov itodwkdv, tolc ddynoot émduevov 1iig
npecPutépog Poung, npd moALdv 1dv éviadBo mapoyevouevor
¢€ntoavto 1omov TANGiov Thg TOAewg Kot™ AvTimépay 100 mop-
Buod eig olkodounv doteng mopd OV tvikedta Pefociiev-
k6tov Thi¢ ‘Edog wépn, kol Tuxdving ovrep RTodvio Grkodéuncov
oM ... éyyéypomto 8¢ év toig cvuPdoesty brotelelc eivat Sk
TOVTOG KOl GOy ol To1lg PacideDoty eig TOV aldvo TOV drovTa
. #ktote 00V Kol péxpt ThHe Sedpo 0vdoude Tovg Spovg Ke-
KWVHKAGL ToOG ToAoloVg, GAL’ fooy HepvnKOTeS KOl T TLGTH
drotnpodvreg.
The Galatans are an Italian nation, which follows the dogmas of
the elder Rome. Many years ago they came here and they re-
quested, from the those who were the emperors of the eastern
parts, a place near the city across the straits [= Golden Horn] to
build a city; their request was granted ... it was specified in a
written agreement that they would be subjects and allies of the
emperors through all eternity ... Since then to the present day
they have never violated the old terms; they were always mind-
tul of them and they kept the faith.

As the anonymous author notes, the situation changed when
the doge of Venice, Francesco Foscari, disapproved of a treaty
that had been negotiated between Genoa and Milan; hostilities
broke out,'” and Venice attacked Genoese possessions in the
Levant, the primary target being Chios, held by the Genoese.!!

10 The duke of Milan attacked the Venetians, according to the author,
and a war broke out (IIT 301): T01g Beverixoig pdMoto éunerolenwBeic [the
duke of Milan] éyeipet npdg adtovg méAepov domovdov. The author was well
informed as to the circumstances in Italy and certainly knew more details
about the conflict between Venice and Genoa than Khalkokondyles. For
the western sources on this war, its course in Italy, and the repercussions in
the Levant (without any discussion of Constantinople or John VIII’s role)
see P. Argenti, The Occupation of Chios by the Genoese and their Administration of the
Island 1346-1566 1 (Cambridge 1958) 174-191.

1T TIT 301-302: ddyfoavteg totyapodv 10 1@v Beverikov #Bvog Opoing 1@
Sovkl kol kot avtdv [the Genoese] épépovto. €10’ obtag éxmAedoavteg
vovol meviekaideko €nl v Xtov. The antiquarian traveller Cyriacus of
Ancona, who had acquired various Greek codices in the Levant (et i
[Chios] Ryriacus per dies ... lectitando Graecos quos ... e Thessalonica libros miserat),
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Twenty-one Venetian galleys, probably a separate contingent
from the fleet dispatched to Chios, eagerly proceeded to Pera
itself; the Genoese of Pera were not prepared to defend them-
selves, so they shut the gates of their suburb and attempted to
protect their ships in the harbor. Then the anonymous author
suggests that John VIII took it upon himself to play the role of
a mediator. He gave the Venetian contingent a fine reception,
honored its leaders with gifts, and sent a message to the
Perenses pleading with them to refrain from overt hostilities in
order to avoid an attack by the Venetian fleet. Nevertheless,
the Genoese fired a cannon, whose projectile struck a Venetian
galley and killed two sailors. The author states that only respect
for the Greek emperor prevented the Venetians from attacking
Pera at this point (IIT 302-303):

e€ailpvng volotovtal 10D meAdyovg g IIpomovtidog Tpipelg
tdv Bevetikov elkoot kol pio ... ol 1e unyv FoAdtor ... od
TOPECKEVAGOVTO Ttpodg mopdtaly ... kol o1t 10010 dmockev-
acGUEVOL 160 Tl oG YeEYOVOoLY, Opod uev 10 copota dBAaph
mMpNoovTeg, Opod 88 kol Tog vadg €k Tod TLPOg BLUCMGOVGT.
GAN’ v pgv dmovto epodda Té ceAV ovTdV PovAeduata, el Tod
6000TAToV Pociléng un mopfv Emyeipnolg ... TpdTOV ULV Q1
ho@poveltat Tovg Gvipog Kot dopuevog déyetat kal ddpotg T,

was detained in Chios, as the Genoese authorities were aware of the
Venetian contingent making its way to the east to attack their island, and
had prohibited the departure of all ships. After intense negotiations, Cyria-
cus and his ship were allowed to leave, but later he was stopped and was
interrogated as a possible collaborator of the Genoese by the Venetian
authorities at Corfu, which the Venetian armada, on its way to the Levant,
had reached, before he was allowed to depart. The incident is recounted in
Francesco Scalamonti’s Vita clarissimi et famosissimi virt Kyriaci Anconitanz: C.
Mitchell, E. W. Bodnar, and C. Foss (eds.), Gyriac of Ancona: Life and Early
Travels (Cambridge [Mass.] 2015) 83-85, with the following conclusion:
Kyracus pse ... et apud Cassiopeum Corcirae insulae portum in Venetianam classem
wmedit. Sed Andreae Mucenigo praefecto oblatis Genuensium ltteris, expedita navis per
Lllyricum tandem Anconitatum ad portum applicuit (also published TAPRS 86.4
[Philadelphia 1966]). In addition, see the brief comments of M. Belozer-
skaya, To Wake the Dead: A Renaissance Merchant and the Burth of Archaeology (New
York/London 2009) 125-126.
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v’ €lkdon mpodg €avtov TV Ye unv cvufovAny mapadéovton
Kol un Gmd mTpmdTNg AQeTNplog GmOcTOTOOVTEG £60VIOL. KOKEL-
voig pev ooodtmg unvoet kol cvuPfoviedel undepiov xad’
olovdnTva Tpdmov Tpdeacty dodvor ... obrm Toivuv TOv Adyov
de€opuévorg, talg vovoiy £tt nepumdeotoaig 1Ov mopOuov énopt-
noi Ti¢ &dnd oxeviic unyovnudtmv AiBov, kol 100 ckomod ody
fuoptev, GAL éviolg 1OV moleuiov Paimv év TH Tpupet dt-
é0pavcey dvdpag 8Vo, kodi, el un aidmg 100 Kporodvrog THY
Opunv 100tV cuvésteldey, dpuncay oy opoBupadov én’ adtovg
donep Mov eic Ofpav.
suddenly twenty-one Venetian triremes appeared from the Sea
of Propontis ... the Galatans [= Genoese Perenses] ... had not
made preparations for a battle ... and for that reason they
moved within their walls, to avoid bodily injuries and protect
their ships from fire. Yet all their precautions would have been
in vain, if the wisest emperor had not intervened ... First he en-
tertained the men [Venetians] and honored them with gifts, in
order to befriend them, so they would accept his counsel and
keep away from their original intention. He sent a message to
the others [Perenses] and advised them to abstain from all
provocation ... Yet before they received his advice, with the
ships still in the straits, someone fired a stone projectile from a
cannon against the enemy, which did not miss its target but fell
on a trireme and dismembered two men. It was only respect for
the emperor that checked [the Venetians’] anger; otherwise they
would have attacked with united spirit against them, like a lion
upon prey.
The author does not cite any further hostilities but concentrates
on the advice that the emperor offered in order to bring the
two sides together and end their differences (III 304):

tobto 100 Baciiéng ... paAo coedg cuuBovAedcoaviog, ATooTH-
Vol pev To0Toug To0 TOAEUOL KOTEMELTE KO THY AV OPNOLY
EAésBon, kol oVt tolc ToAopknBeicty 0 TV VYOGV TOPé-
oyov adelov dnnAAdynoy.

These words of the emperor ... who offered wise advice per-
suaded them to end the war and [the Venetians] chose to de-
part. So they did and the besieged [Perenses] were free to enjoy
their liberty.
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Thus we seem to have two different accounts of the same in-
cident. The modern historian may be tempted to combine the
two different narratives and suggest that the emperor and his
diplomatic corps played a role in ending this conflict between
the two Italian states in the vicinity of his capital. Nevertheless,
one may observe that John probably used the hostilities be-
tween the two rival Italian states to his own advantage, as
would be expected. For services rendered, he may have at-
tempted to raise capital by trying to extort funds from the
Perenses, whose bombardment may have inadvertently dam-
aged some of his fortifications and some workshops. Taking
advantage of the presence and the intentions of the Venetians,
he may have felt strong enough to make demands, which he
backed with some military force.!?

John was already occupied with a pressing problem that de-
manded a great deal of attention. The fortifications of Constan-
tinople erected at the end of antiquity and supplemented with
extensions in subsequent periods had fallen into serious dis-
repair; the siege by Sultan Murad II in 1422 had demonstrated
that they needed immediate attention, especially at the most
vulnerable spot, the Mesotetkhion, or Middle Wall, where the
stream Lykos penetrated the walls and entered the city, whose
course had seriously eroded the ancient foundations.!® The

12Tn 1431 John had finally renewed his treaty, variously styled as tpéfo
[= tregua], cvvBikot, cvpeovio, cupPdiatiov, ctolynue, apparently in the
form of a chrysobull (ypvofi BodAn drnwpnuévn) with Venice; his mediating
role in this incident would have raised his prestige among the warring alien
residents in the city and across the Golden Horn in 1434. The text of the
treaty has survived: Miklosich/Miller III 177-186 (the original document
in Greek and Latin is in the State Archives of Venice, busta 35, no. 1047),
with the following ncipit in Greek and Latin: énel 6 émipovig ... x¥p
®pavtléoxog Dovorapig, Beod ydpitt dovE Bevetiag / cum illustris et mag-
nificus dominus Franciscus Foscar, dei gratia dux Venetiarum. Cf. F. Dolger and P.
Wirth, Regesten der Kaiserkunden des ostromischen Reiches V (Munich/Berlin 1965)
115-116, no. 3433. See too the comments of Nicol, Byzantium and Venice
373.

13 For the moat and the neighboring fortifications see Philippides and
Hanak, The Siege 309-311. For the topography of the area and its defenses
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moat also needed attention.!*

So the emperor, hard pressed as he was for funds and for
qualified builders and masons,'> had no choice but to proceed.
He must have employed numerous untrained workers also,
some of whom may have volunteered their services pro utilitate
urbis, for the general welfare. Thus the author of the encomium
to John testifies that, while laborers received wages, some
clerics and monks offered their services gratis (III 298):

008" dueBi, dAAx mdvtog doviedew wichd petd ye Tdv vrolv-

Yiwv Gvev TV TV 1epay Ta&y Aayovimy iepémv te Kol Slokdvmv:

o0 ufv GAAG kol povoy®dv ovk OAMyN uepic cvvelsiiBev dnd te

TV £vTOC GEUVELOV KO TPOOGTELMV. & Y& UMV Omag KARpog mepi

TOV TOWEVOL TopTiv, HeTd T0D Toluévog oyedov dmavteg eig ToOp-

yov dromovoivieg AV éviov, kai To0Ttov 100 nAfBove énioto-

T00VTOV- 01 8¢ Noav oi Tpdxprtot, Sratetoryuévor Tpog Paciiéac.

cf., among others, the still valuable works of A. Van Millingen, Byzantine
Constantinople: The Walls of the City and Adjoining Historical Sites (London 1899),
and A. G. Paspates, Bulavrivai Meléron Tomoypapixkai kai Totopixoi
(Constantinople 1877); the rather superficial account by G. Baker, The Wall
of Constantinople (London 1910); B. C. P. Tsangadas, The Fortifications and
Defense of Constantinople (New York 1980), who discusses the subject as far as
the ninth century (and whose text is unfortunately marred by countless mis-
prints); and the modern standard account by R. Janin, Constantinople
byzantine®> (Paris 1964.). Additional topographical material can be found in
the various travelers’ reports collected in G. Majeska, Russian Travelers to
Constantinople in the Fourleenth and Fifieenth Centuries (Washington 1984). Further
details of topographical interest are also provided in accounts by western
travelers: J. P. A. Van der Vin, Travellers to Greece and Constantinople: Ancient
Monuments and Old Traditions in Medieval Travellers’ Tales I-11 (Leiden 1980).
On medieval Greek fortifications in general see C. Foss and D. Winfield,
Byzantine Fortifications: An Introduction (Pretoria 1985), esp. 56-59.

14 In all likelihood, in the quattrocento the moat did not extend as far north
and as far uphill as the location of the Adrianople/Edirne Gate.

15 K.-P. Matschke, “Builders and Buildings in Late Byzantine Constan-
tinople,” in N. Necipoglu (ed.), Byzantine Constantinople: Monuments, Topography
and Everyday Life (Leiden 2001) 315-328, emphasizes the acute shortage of
appropriate building materials and the inadequate training of construction
workers.
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They did not do it for free, but all received wages for their work,
together with the draft animals, except for sacred order of priests
and deacons; indeed large groups of monks gathered from the
sacred precincts and suburbs. The entire clergy stood around its
pastor, and together with the pastor they labored, except for a
handful, who were overseeing the large numbers, as they had
been chosen and instructed by the emperor.

Those appointed by the emperor must have been contractors,
with contacts in the imperial court. One such family stands out,
as John and then Constantine seem to have frequently availed
themselves of the services of the Iagros/Iagaris family in this
area. In time the contractors were accused of misappropriating
the imperial funds assigned for the restoration of the defenses
for their own private profit and shamelessly enriching them-
selves to the detriment of the walls. One such contractor was
Manuel Iagaris.'® After the fall of Constantinople in 1453, he
was singled out and explicitly blamed for the sad condition of
the walls by one of the most authoritative eyewitnesses of the
siege, Bishop Leonardo.!” One wonders whether Iagaris and

16 His name is in fact recorded on an inscription on the wall, Paspates,
Bvlavtivai MeAéren 45, no. 17: MANOYHATOYIATAPI, MavounA tod
Tayopt. Clearly, John VII made extensive use of the services of the
Tagaris/Iagros family, whose members often undertook diplomatic missions
as well as contracts in the renovation of the fortifications. For some sur-
viving inscriptions associated with John’s program see the Appendix.

17 Bishop Leonardo named another contractor associated with lagaris,
the anti-unionist hieromonk Neophytos of Rhodes. Leonardo includes a
sardonic observation in his text, that their illicit profits eventually fell into
the hands of the Turks (PG 159.936): At quid dicam? arguamne principem ... an
potius eos qui ex officio muros reficere debuissent? O quorum animae forte damnantur,
Manuelis Giagari dudum inopis, et Neophyte hieromonact Rhodi, st audeo dicere, prae-
donum, non conservatorum reipublicae, quibus veluti reipublicae tutoribus, aut ex aviis
intestatisque bona relicta, muris ascribi debebant, prwvatis potius commodis impedebant.
Primus viginti prope mallium florenorum serous proditionts monachus, quos posthac re-
conditos urna septuaginta millium gazam reliquunt Teucris. Idcirco urbs praedonum in-
curia in tanta tempestate perut. Identical statements are repeated in the chronicle
by Languschi-Dolfin, which provides, for the most part, a translation or
paraphrase of Leonardo’s Latin: Languschi-Dolfin 1-38, esp. 22: Ma per
questo non e, da improperar lo Imperator, perche quello sempre haue bona fede in la
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his fellow contractors were to blame for the shoddy repairs or
for employing unskilled laborers to carry out the work.

Exactly when the project began to be implemented and how
long it went on remain problematic questions, as our sources
provide only vague chronologies. Thus the anonymous pan-
egyric states that the program was initiated after “John’s
victories in the Morea and his return to the capital.”!® The
program was not finished in the reign of John, and work
continued until the fall of Constantinople in 1453. While our
sources do not provide specific dates, the program initiated by
John was accented by several embedded inscriptions which
mention his renovation and, most of the time, also provide
dates for the completion of respective sections. Thus the epi-
graphical evidence from the fortifications themselves supplies a
few hints about the work that was carried out. Some of those
inscriptions are still in situ on the walls; others have disap-
peared, and we would not be wrong to assume that numerous
inscriptions have vanished over the centuries.

In the nineteenth century a scholar noted, studied, and
recorded those inscriptions that were still in evidence.'? Thus

romana chiesa, ma era winto da pusillamimita, ma alcuni Grect, Manuel Fagari, et
Neophyto Jeronaco Rodiani, ladri corsari non curauano conseruar el publico, hauendo
gran richeze de auo quelle tegniua a suo priuati commodi. El primo hauea 70 milla
ascosti i Lara lassati a Gazan Turcho. Et per poca cura de questi tali in tanti affani
lassono perir la citade.

18 TIT 296: énovaled&avtog toivov 10D Belotdrov Baciiémg petd ye tfig
vikng xoi Tdv tporoinv &k thig tod Iélorog.

19 Paspates (Bulavrivai MeAéron 35—61) personally examined the circuit
of the walls and meticulously recorded forty-one inscriptions that he could
identify by visual inspection. Paspates was born in Chios in 1814, survived
the massacre committed there by Ottoman troops during the Greek war of
independence in 1822, and fled to Malta. Through the efforts of several
American philhellenes he was sent to Boston, was adopted by the family of
Marshall P. Wilder at the harbor, and was brought up and educated in the
U.S. He graduated from Boston’s Latin School and from Amherst College
in 1831, continued his studies in Italy, England, and France, and eventually
established himself in Constantinople as a successful physician. He was one
of the first scholars to examine Constantinople’s medieval remains from the
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according to his collection, eight inscriptions were observed
and recorded that are definitely associated with John’s program
of renovations; they bear the following dates (and cf. the Ap-
pendix): 1433, May 1433, June 1433, April 1434, October
1438, January 1439, August 1441, and 1444. Most include the
month and year of the renovation, two record the year only,
and one bears the emperor’s name without supplying a date.
From that slender record, it looks as if the renovation program
started as early as 1433 and continued throughout the decade,
without reaching completion.

Other inscriptions testify that the program was partly aided
by funds provided by Despot George Brankovi¢ of Serbia as
well, as late as 1448.29 Thus one inscription, on the sea walls on
a tower between “Koum Kapoussi and Yeni Kapoussi,”
displayed the following text, which bears a date: “This tower
and curtain wall were restored by George, Despot of Serbia, in
the year 6956 [anno mundi = 1448].”%! According to this inscrip-
tion, the Serbian despot was responsible for the renovations of
a tower by the Gate of Adrianople/Edirne.??

archaeological point of view and published numerous studies on medieval
Constantinople.

20 Exactly when George supplied funds is not known; it may have been as
late as the reign of John’s successor. His contribution may be recorded in an
inscription by the Fourth Military Gate; cf. discussion (with scholarly lit-
erature) in Philippides and Hanak, The Siege 333—-335. On George of Serbia
and John VIII see Nicol, The Last Centuries 383—385, 394—395, and 402 for
the despot’s contribution to the repairs. See also K.-P. Matschke, “Die Stadt
Konstantinopel und die Dynastie der Palaiologen,” in Das spdthyzantinische
Konstantinopel. Alte und Neue Beitrdge zur Stadigeschichte zwischen 1261 und 1453
(Hamburg 2008) 65—66.

21 Van Millingen, Byzantine Constantinople 193: TANEKENIC/OHNOYTOC/
OIIYPTOCKAI/KOPTINAY/TIOTEQPTT/OYAECIIOTOY/CEPBIAZENETEIC DEC,
dvekevioOnv odtog 6 mOpyog kol koptivo Yrd TCewpyiov decmdtov TepPiog
év Eter , gmec’.

22 J. Kali¢, “‘H ZepBio xal i [rdon tfic Kevotaviivovnorews,” in E.
Khrysos (ed.), ‘H AAwon tijg [TI6Ans (Athens 1994) 193208, esp. 198. In-
tense inspection of the existing remains in this area by W. K. Hanak and M.
Philippides in the summers of 2000, 2001, and 2003 did not reveal the
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Moreover, even in the reign of John there were private
volunteers in Constantinople who paid for some renovations. It
1s also possible that Constantine, while he was despot of Morea,
also contributed funds, if an inscription embedded at the
Rhegion Gate recording a “Despot Constantine” in fact refers
to him.?® There is one inscription, which presents the longest
surviving text, stating that the restoration at this spot was paid
for by the donation of Manuel Bryennios; it mentions John and
his queen, Maria, and is dated early on in the project, 1433.2*
Clearly private funds donated by individuals were also sought
and used in the renovation program. At least two inscriptions
indicate that it continued well into the reign of Constantine
XI.% One section of the fortifications was being repaired just

presence of this inscription in the location cited by Van Millingen; perhaps
it has been transferred elsewhere. This sector of the fortifications has under-
gone a great deal of renovation lately and large sections of the old walls are
missing. The inscription is no longer embedded in the walls; and Kali¢ cites
no literature or scholarship on inscription or its present location. Further-
more, Paspates, Bvlavrivai MeAérai, does not list it in his catalogue. Thus
its existence and fate present a mystery.

23 Paspates, Bvlavrivai Melétar 46, no. 18: NIKAHTYXH/KQNCTAN-
TINOYTOYOEO/®YAAKTOYHMQNAECIIOTOY, vikg 1 Keovotovtivov tod
BeopuAdxtov fiudy deondtov. Paspates did not assign it to Constantine XI,
the brother of John VIII, and only expressed his inability to identify the
individual behind this name: “Addvatov etvon vo eikdompeyv, tiva Kaov-
oTavTivov pvnpovedet i énypoon obtn.” For a photograph see Philippides
and Hanak, The Sege, pl. 19.

24 Paspates 54-55, no. 30: dvexouvicOn 1 Bedowotog mOAn adm g
Z®00ddyxov TInyfig 810 cvvdpoufic kol ££66ov MavounA Bpuevviov tod
Afovtog émi PBaciielog 1@V evoefav BaciAénv Todvvov kol Mapiog TV
Modotoddyov év unvi Moo , ¢ypo.

25 Paspates 5657, no. 34: Kovotovtivov [Madooddyov ovtokpdropog. It
does not bear a date. Paspates suggests that this inscription could not refer
to Constantine XI, the brother of John VIII, who, as Paspates was well
aware (57: 8¢v £01éebn moté adtoxpdtop), was never formally crowned.
The fact is that, throughout his short reign, Constantine XI was addressed
as emperor of Constantinople by numerous contemporaries, including Lu-
dovico Fregoso of Genoa (cf. e.g. his letter to Constantine, HHalaioAdyeio
ki Iedorovvnotaxd IV [Athens 1930] 64, dated 23 May 1452), and the
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before the siege and had been financed by funds donated by
Cardinal Isidore.?¢

While the wide distribution of the inscriptions along the walls
indicates that restorations went on throughout the circuit of
fortifications, our anonymous author concentrates on certain
areas that needed special attention. Thus he states first the
emperor’s personal concern over the state of the defenses and
his conclusion that in his own time the walls could not be relied
upon to provide adequate protection against future attacks; he
then goes on to specify a few areas that received attention (III
296-299): a tower by the Imperial Gate, which had never been
completed, was renovated;?’ two towers in the Blanka district

formality of a coronation was generally overlooked. Similarly Charles VII of
France, in an undated letter to Constantine, addresses him as: Serenissimo ac
potentissimo Principt Constantino Dei Gratia Despoti Regi Romeorum o Palaeologos,
Fratri ac consanguineo nostro carissimo (IlladaioAdyeior kai Helorovvnoiaxda IV
65). Barbaro, in his valuable diary of the siege of 1453, always refers to
Constantine as the unquestioned emperor: e.g. E. Cornet, Giornale dell’Assedio
di Constantinopoli 1453 di Nicolo Barbaro P. V. (Vienna 1856) 29, una fusta de’l
imperador; 34, el serenissimo imperador Constantin; 56, el serenissimo imperador,
among many other citations. Constantine himself employed the standard
imperial formula (echoed in Charles VII’s address in Latin) of the Palae-
ologan emperors in signing official documents: Kmvotovtivog év Xptotd 1@
0e®d motog Baciievg kol adroxpdtop Popoiov 6 Modotoddyog; see e.g. his
signature in the chrysobull to the Ragusans (1451), quoted in full in
MMoAaioAdyera xoi Ilelorovvnoiaxa IV 23-27. All modern historians, it
should be noted, accept Constantine XI as the last emperor of Con-
stantinople. For the second inscription that may refer to the activities of
Constantine, cf. n.21 above.

26 Detailed discussion in W. K. Hanak and M. Philippides, Cardinal Isidore:
A Historical and Luterary Study of His Life and Tumes (forthcoming), ch. 4.

27 mhpyog v dteAig Tpog i Aeyouévn Bacidikfi mOAY, éx mpoybvev pév
dpyduevoc dvorkodopelcBor ... ovk AdVVAON cuvvarapticor eite ondvel
xpnuatov, eite Olyopig ... dpkecev dtedeg tO Epyov dypt kol Thi Paoct-
Agtog 10D Muetépov, “there was an unfinished tower in the vicinity of the
Basilike Gate, whose erection had been begun by our ancestors ... but lack
of funds or lack of time had not allowed its completion ... the project
remained unfinished until the reign of our king.”
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were erected from scratch;?® moreover, drainage work was un-
dertaken at the fortifications by the Kontoskalion harbor.?? He
devotes a special section to the repairs that were carried out at
the different sections of the moat. He claims that it was a labor
worthy of the ancient king of Persia, Xerxes, who had cut a
canal on the Athos peninsula in Khalkidike in 480 B.C.30 In
particular, he makes special mention of the ditches in the
vicinity of the palace that were in need of restoration, as they
had suffered from adverse weather over the centuries and had
been filled in by natural erosion.3!

2 GAAG pv kol £tépoug 800 v xdpw Aeyouéve tod BAdyka éx BdBpav
dviyeipe, ueyéBel peyiotovg xai kdAder Srompenelg kol undoudg dvrog dev-
Tépovg TV UdMota droeepévtav, “indeed he erected, from their foun-
dations, another two [towers], which were incomparable in size and dis-
tinguished in their beauty, and matching our best existing towers.”

29 ¢v 1om® Aeyopéve kowfi dorékte KovtookoMe ... moAANv 6 yx®pog
v VAnv évtog eloedélorto ... £80Ee 1® kpatodvr EkpopnBfivon tadny éx
péoov, “the place commonly called [the harbor of] Kontoskalion ... had
been silted up ... so the emperor thought it would be best to excavate it.”

30 kol v Epyov dedpevov yerpdg ZépEov t0d TV Iepodv Paciiéng, v
oot kotd thi¢ ‘EALESog mpdmy ékotpotedcavia kotd yijv te kol OdAattov

. &v 1® ABop ... didpuyo kehedoor Todtov Tocon g &v meldyel TV
Hrepov Aéyeton S1eABelv, “the project needed the hand of Xerxes, the king
of the Persians, who is said to have made a canal across [the peninsula of]
Athos, during his carly invasion of Hellas, so that he could bypass the land
through the sea.” It is interesting to note that the memory of Xerxes was
revived at this time and the ancient king is mentioned often enough in
literature, especially in the literature of the siege of 1453; on this see M.
Philippides, “The Fall of Constantinople 1453: Classical Comparisons and
the Circle of Cardinal Isidore,” Viator 38 (2007) 349-383; W. K. Hanak and
M. Philippides, Cardinal Isidore, ch. 5.

31 ¢vtadBo [mpog 10 xAitog tdv Boocidelov] yop oi didpuyeg mepl 10
telyog kol tdepol mdlot uév eig PédBoc mpdhymoov mapd 1@V Tvikedto
KpotoOviov, Ekotépov te TV Uepdv, onul O Thg Ttdopov, ék Bepelmv
dveyelpoueva telym Bpoyd Tt dvestnkdta thig Emeaveiog the Yig: xpévov 8¢
nPolOvTog &v dpotg xelepvals T T@v VOGTOV Erippofi KoTd UiKpOV TNV
¥Anv émonopévav ninpddncov todtng Expt Tdv Gve, “At this point [near
slope of the palace] the ditches and the moat by the walls had been dug to a
great depth, on both sides (of the moat, I mean), at a short distance from the
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Thus by reading Khalkokondyles’ limited narrative together
with the information supplied by the anonymous panegyric
and by viewing these documents as serious contributions to the
Levantine situation ca. 14341435, it can be demonstrated that
Constantinople played a role in the war between Venice and
Genoa, as we can discern that there were repercussions in the
Levant and that the imperial court was involved in the conflict.
The conclusions of the Italian operations in the Levant,
especially if John VIII received reparations or monetary con-
tributions in some form from the Genoese Perenses, may have
assisted in his program of refortifying Constantinople’s de-
fenses; at the very least the damage that likely occurred during
the operations against Constantinople may have acted as a
catalyst for John and prompted him to intensify his renovation
policy. Thus a Genoese infusion of cash may have assisted in
the early stages of renovating the fortifications.

APPENDIX: Inscriptions of John VIII
on the Eastern (Sea) and Western (Land) Walls

The following inscriptions on the walls of Constantinople that bear
the name of John VIII were examined and recorded in the nine-
teenth century.

1. Paspates 40, no. 7

IQANNHCENXQTQ Twdvvng év X<plot>® 1@
OQIIIZETOCBACIAEYC 0<e>® m1o10g Pociieng
KAIAYTOKPATQPPQMAIQN Kol avtokpdtwp Popainv
OITAAAIOAOTOCKAATAMHNA 0 IModooAdyog kat9660 ufjva
AYTOYCTON TH ADP Abyovotov i A (devtépa?)
TOYG3MOETOYC 100 , )b’ £rovg.

John in Christ the God faithful king and emperor of the Romans
Palacologus in the month of August a Monday [?] of the year
6949 [anno mundi = 1441].

foundations of the walls rising from the ground, by those who had been in
power long ago; with the passage of time and the winter floods, they had
been filled all the way to the top.”
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2. Paspates 44, no. 16
TANEKAINICETOKACTPONOAONIQXQAY
TOKPATQPOITAAAIOAOI'OCETEIGYMOT
tévekoivioe 10 kKAoTpov 6Aov Ta<avvng &v> X<plot>@
Avtokpdtmp 6 Tlohaoroyog et , gHub’. T
John Palacologus emperor in Christ renovated the entire circuit
of the fortifications in the year 6941 [= 1433].

3. Paspates 52, no. 24

IQENXQ To<dvvov> év X<pioT>@
AYTOKPA AvTOoKpa-

TOPOCTOYITAAAI topog Tod IMaiat-
OAOT'OYKATAMHNAOKT oAdYoVL xatd pijva Oxt<mBprov>
TOYCHMCETOYC 100 , gug’ Erovg.

[Renovation?] of John Palaeologus, emperor in Christ, in the
month of October of the year 6946 [= 1438].

4. Paspates 52, no. 25

IQOYENXQAYTO To<dvvov> év X<pioT>® Adto-
KPATOPOXTOYIIA kpdropog tod Ila-

AAIOAOTOY AoitoAdyov

KATAMHNAIANOY Kkoto, pijvor Tovov-

APIONTOY¢ aptov 1od , ¢

HMZETOYZ Hul’ €rovg.

[Renovation?] of John Palaeologus, emperor in Christ, in the
month of January of the year 6947 [= 1439].32
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32 T would like to thank the Editorial Board of GRBS and the two anon-
ymous readers for their useful suggestions for improvement.
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