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r I VHIS PAPER examines gender and social issues in the
erotic and separation spells of the Greek and Demotic
magical papyri and in the comparative material of the

erotic and separation defixiones, the binding spell tablets. The ma-
terial is very considerable and there has been much scholarly
discussion. The questions to be addressed are: Who were the
users and the intended victims of the erotic and separation
spells? What was the social status of the female victims? What 1s
the goal of erotic magic? Finally, I shall examine whether the
evidence of the erotic spells is consistent with the evidence of
ancient literature in general.!

The scholarly discussion

Erotic magic has attracted more scholarly discussion than
any other aspect of the magical papyri or indeed of Greek
magic generally. Scholars generally have claimed that the
papyri and defixiones present men as the predominant users of
the erotic spells, hence a predominance of men in practicing
erotic magic. Winkler, for example, asserts that “the prescrip-

I Greek (PMG) and Demotic (PDM) magical papyri are cited in the
numeration of H. D. Betz, The Greek Magical Papyri in Translation? (Chicago
1992). DT = A. Audollent, Defixionum Tabellae (Paris 1904); SM = R. W.
Daniel and F. Maltomini, Supplementum Magicum I-1I (Opladen 1990—1992);
SGD = D. R. Jordan “A Survey of Greek Defixiones not included in the
Special Corpora,” GRBS 26 (1985) 151-197; NGCT = Jordan, “New Greek
Curse Tablets,” GRBS 41 (2000) 5—46.
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ELENI PACHOUMI 295

tion papyri and tablets are predominantly composed by (or on
behalf of) men in pursuit of women.”? Graf agrees that almost
exclusively men practiced the erotic spells to obtain women;
Faraone states that the majority of the erotic spells were per-
formed by men on women.3

This claim runs counter to the general view that in Greek
and Roman literature it is women who are represented as the
main practitioners of erotic magic.* Hence various attempts
have been made to explain the alleged predominance of men
as practitioners in the magical papyri and defixiones and con-
sequent discrepancy between Greek and Roman literature and
the reality of the documents. Winkler hypothesises “a cultural
habit on the part of men to deal with threats of eros by fic-
titious denial and transfer.”> Graf also accepts inconsistency be-
tween literature and life and situates men’s “almost exclusive”
practise of erotic magic in the context of general social com-
petition, explaining the erotic spells as a way to social and
financial benefits for the male user via a successful marriage.®

2 J. J. Winkler, “The Constraints of Eros,” in C. A. Faraone and D.
Obbink (eds.), Magika Hiera (New York 1991) 214-243 at 227; cited e.g. by
J. G. Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World (New York
1992) 244245, cf. 80-81.

3 F. Graf, Magic in the Ancient World (Cambridge [Mass.] 1997) 185-186;
C. A. Faraone, Ancient Greek Love Magic (Cambridge [Mass.] 1999) 43 n.9.

+ A representative list: Hera and Aphrodite’s Kestos Himas, 11.14.216 ff.;
Calypso, 0d.1; the nurse and Phaedra, Eur. Hipp.; Deianeira, Soph. Trach.;
Simaetha, Theoc. 2; a Syrian sorceress, Lucian Dial.meretr. 4; Canidia, Hor.
Epod. 5.17, Sat. 1.8; Dido, Verg. Aen. 4; a woman, Verg. Ecl. 8; Meroe, Apul.
Met.1.8-10, Pamphile, 2.5, 3.15-16, the baker’s wife, 9.29-30, etc.

> Winkler, in Magika Hiera 227-228; D. G. Martinez also mentions the
notion of transference: “‘May she neither eat nor drink’ Love Magic and
Vows of Abstinence,” in M. Meyer and P. Mirecki (eds.), Ancient Magic and
Ritual Power (Leiden 1995) 335359, at 354-355. On fictitious denial and
transfer see E. Pachoumi, “Eros as Disease, Torture and Punishment in

Magical Literature,” SymbOslo 86 (2012) 74-93.

6 Graf, Magic 185-186; Graf’s sociological explanation raises further
questions which he himself notes, 188—190.
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296 THE EROTIC AND SEPARATION SPELLS

Others, however, have challenged the alleged discrepancy be-
tween literature and reality. Gager, for example, comments on
Winkler’s argument: “Yet, even more than Winkler seems pre-
pared to admit, both the tablets and literary figures such as
Lucian demonstrate that women resorted to precisely the same
ceremonies, spells and devices as did men.”” Ogden urges
reasons for caution as well,® and Dickie has questioned the
claim that in literature it is women who are predominantly
represented as engaged in erotic magic.?

The claim of a discrepancy between literature and reality
raises social and gender questions about the users and victims
of erotic spells. Winkler states that “in fact agoga: are aimed as a
rule at women and maidens, who are constantly guarded and
watched by their own families and by all the neighbours.”!0
Graf argues that the male users of erotic spells aimed at young
women, especially of “good families” with the purpose of “a
permanent union, that is, marriage.”!! Faraone adds further
complexities, separating Greek love magic into two categories,
spells to induce eros and spells to induce philia: the first category
was practiced mainly “by men, courtesans, or whores” and the
victims were “young women and men, usually living in their
natal home,” while the second was used “by wives and social
inferiors” and their victims were “husbands, kings and other

7 Gager, Curse Tablets 80—81, continuing, “Thus it is not too much to insist
that it is precisely through defixiones that women emerge from their stereo-
typed seclusion and passivity in aggressive pursuit of their own erotic
dreams.”

8 D. Ogden, “Binding Spells: Curse Tablets and Voodoo Dolls in the
Greek and Roman Worlds,” in B. Ankarloo and S. Clark (eds.), Witchcrafi
and Magic in Europe 11 (London 1999) 3-90, at 63-67: “Winkler is un-
doubtedly right about the scale of male involvement in cursing in com-
parison to female, but this collation of the relevant evidence now needs to
be revised for a number of reasons” (64).

9 M. W. Dickie, “Who Practised Love-Magic in Classical Antiquity and
in the Late Roman World?” €0 50 (2000) 563—583.

10 Winkler, in Magika Hiera 233, 240 and n.74.
1 Graf, Magic 186.
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male heads of household.”!? Dickie, however, questions
Faraone’s taxonomy, arguing that “the @iltpokotddecuog or
aywyn and the @iltpov have a good deal of overlap in the
forms of expressions they employ,” and that they are used to
induce both eros and philia.'

The terminology of the erotic and separation spells

The terms dyoyn'* and dyoywov!® are used in the magical
papyri mainly to describe the erotic spell. But there are others,
such as @iAtpov (erotic potion), @Atpokotddecpog (“eros-
binding” spell), &unvpov (erotic spell “by means of fire”),
notopa (“draught” spell) or motprov (“drinking cup” spell),
and @uoikAeidiov (“pudenda key” spell).!6 T shall also examine
the small category of the nine dwakorndg (sc. Adyog), “separa-
tion” spells. I have included the separation spells because they
further illuminate the manifold issues of erotic desire from the
viewpoint of separation.!’

The Betz translators render &yoyn and &yoywov as “love
spell of attraction, or love spell and charm of attraction.”

12 The first category included dyoyol, gidtpoxatddespot, and vyyeg and
was “a specialized extension of cursing rituals”; the second included oiAtpo
and yopithcio, and was “a subcategory of healing and protective rites”:
Faraone, Ancient Greek Love Magic 27-31.

13 Dickie, CQ 50 (2000) 582—-583.

14 There is also an erotic spell called dywyn dypvrvntikf, agoge “pro-
ducing insomnia” (Appendix 11). As &yporvntikdc is a term used by the
medical authors (e.g. Gal. I 326.2, VI 30.13, 626.13, VIII 162.7, X.930
Kiihn), obviously in contexts where they aim to cure insomnia, spells for
producing insomnia subvert medical precepts.

15 Cf. Plut. Mor. 1093D, Gal. XII 251. Note also &ydyipuov mopdyipov,
agogimon “acting by means of touch” (25) and dydyipov obBwpov, “acting
immediately” (13).

16 This occurs only once (59).

17 An example in which the notions of both attraction and separation are
expressed in the same spell is 67, an agoge spell which is also a separation
spell.
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298 THE EROTIC AND SEPARATION SPELLS

Faraone translates both these terms as “a spell that leads.”!®
The term &ywyn, however, is not restricted to erotic spells. For
example, in the spells entitled Ayoyn Ilitvog PBoaciAéng éri
Tovtog okveov (PMG TV.1928-2005) and Ilitvog dyoyn
(2006—2125), it is used of a “spell that leads” spirits or daimons
of dead persons from the underworld, even though in the
second one there are traces of erotic formularies.!” The term is
also used by the Neoplatonist Iamblichus in a theurgical con-
text as meaning “the procedures of evoking the spirits.”?0
Hence, Faraone’s more neutral translation is technically more
correct, but because we are here considering the use of the
term in the erotic spells it is simpler to refer to dyoyn as an
“erotic spell that leads.” In this context, the term precisely
refers to the procedure of evoking usually a daimon or a spirit
of the dead in order to lead or bring the eros victim by means of
a spell to be recited or a ritual to be practiced by the user of the
spell or by the magician on behalf of the user.

The following sections aim, by posing specific questions with
some detailed analysis, to address the issues that have been
raised by scholars.

(@) The gender of the users and the victims

The tabular survey of the erotic and separation spells of the
magical papyri and defixiones presented in the Appendix can
provide a starting point. I organise the spells into two main
thematic categories. First, the Formulary, which use the demna
Jformula rather than the actual names of the user and victim(s):
this category contains 90 erotic and 8 separation spells on
papyrus, and 3 erotic defixiones. Second, the Actual spells, real

18 Faraone, Ancient Greek Love Magic 25.

19 PGM 1V.2090-2091, mopedov, dmov katowket §de () 86d¢), kol aEov
adtv Tpdg Eue Tov detva. See also E. Pachoumi, “Resurrection of the Body
in the Greek Magical Papyri,” Numen 58 (2011) 729-740, at 730 n.3, and
SymbOslo 86 (2012) 74-93.

20 Mpyst. 3.6 t4g dyoyag 1@V mvevudtwv; cf. 3.14 tpémotl thg 100 @oTOg
dyoyhg and 5.26 g lepatikiic dyoyhg.
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spells that give the precise names of the user and/or the victim:
this category contains 13 erotic spells and | separation spell on
papyrus and 36 erotic and 14 separation defixiones.

My aim is to present and analyse the erotic and the separa-
tion spells of the magical papyri. The references to the com-
parative material of defixiones are important and helpful in
supporting the evidence of the papyri. Nevertheless, I do not
attempt to provide a complete survey of all the erotic and
separation defixiones.

Tabulation of the two thematic categories shows that most
users of erotic spells on papyrus, when the gender is stated, are
male and most victims female.?! In the separation spells on
papyrus, the gender of the user is not stated, but the gender of
the victims 1s stated in most cases, with two exceptions (For-
mulary separation spells: 92, 93).22 However, there are only six
erotic spells in which the user is female and the victim male
(two Formulary: 53, 77; four Actual: 102, 103, 108, 109). There
1s also one case of female homosexuality (Actual: 106) and one
of male homosexuality (Actual: 107).

The comparative material of the erotic defixiones (xatddeopor,
binding spell tablets) can be useful and illuminating, because
these spells offer us a wider chronological, geographical, and
cultural range, dating from the fifth century B.C. to the late
Roman period (s. VI A.D.) and found throughout the Mediter-
ranean. The defixiones were most often inscribed on small lead
tablets rolled up and pierced with a nail and placed in tombs,
chthonic sanctuaries, or underground bodies of water, such as
wells, baths, etc.

21 In the Demotic erotic spells the user is male and the victim female
when the genders are stated, except in 68, in which the victim is male but
the gender of the user of the spell is not clear.

22 More precisely, in four Formulary separation spells (95, 96, 97, and
possibly 98) the victims are a man and a woman (/husband and wife); in 94
the victims are two men; in 91 the victims can be either two men or a man
and a woman. In the Actual separation spell 115, in which the victims are
three men, it is ambiguous whether it is a male homosexual spell.
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300 THE EROTIC AND SEPARATION SPELLS

In most of the erotic defixiones (3 Formulary, 36 Actual), when
the gender is stated, the user is male and the victim female,
with four exceptions, in which the user is female and the victim
male (Actual: 119, 134, 135, 137). There are also two Actual
erotic homosexual defixiones: 116 is for male homosexuality, al-
though there is controversy whether it should be considered as
an erotic spell or a juridical spell to gain victory in court, or
even both;? and 144, an Actual erotic defixio of female homo-
sexuality.?* There is an ambiguity about the gender of the user
of the Actual erotic defixiones 139 and 140, whether female and
consequently to be considered as a female homosexual spell,
where fv creates doubt about the gender of ITotodg/Tovtodg.
Jordan (SGD p.190) holds that #jv is for the masculine Ov.
Furthermore, Egyptian names beginning with Pe- and Pa- are
usually masculine.

Among the 14 Actual separation defixiones, in one from a grave
in Pella (161), written in Doric and dated to the first half of the
fourth century B.C., the user is female, possibly Phila, [®{A?]awv,
and the victims a man Atovvco@®dv and a woman Oetipc. In
the very fragmentary Actual separation defixio 153 from Cnidus
in Caria (II B.C.) the user is also female and the spell is directed
at a woman who is now with the user’s husband.

In the Actual separation defixio from a grave in Akanthos in
Macedonia (162), dated to late fourth or early third century
B.C., on side A the male user ITowoaviog binds his female eros
victim, Zipn. On side B the same IMovoaviog binds a person
named Aivic, who could be either a man or a woman. In three
other Actual separation defixiones from a well in the Athenian
Agora (second half of the first to the first half of the third cen-

23 Audollent, DT p.473, classed it under “Causa defixiones obscura”; D.
R. Jordan considered it an erotic spell: “Defixiones from a Well near the
Southwest Corner of the Athenian Agora,” Hesperia 54 (1985) 205-255, at
223 n.16; Preisendanz thought it was possibly a juridical curse, PMG pp.13
ff.; both: Daniel and Maltomini, SM II pp.16-17.

24 F. Maltomini, “Osservazioni al testo di alcuni papiri magici greci I,” in

R.Pintaudi (ed.), Papyrologica Florentina VII (Florence 1980) 169-177, at 176.
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tury A.D.),?® although the name of the user is not mentioned,
the victims are a man and a woman in two spells (158, 160)
and a woman and two men in the third (159). It is noteworthy
that 159 and 160 are directed against the same woman, "lov-
Atovn fv €texev Mopxio.

As the examination so far reveals, there are some inac-
curacies in Winkler’s figures. He includes only seven PGM
erotic spells in which the user is male and the victim female
(104, 105, 110, 111, 112, 113, 145) and one ostrakon (163),
but the spells, as we have seen, are in fact more numerous.
Winkler also mentions only four PGM cases in which the user is
female and the victim male (102, 103, 108, 109), but there are
two more Formulary erotic spells of which this is true (53, 77).
He assumes that the user in 113 is male and includes it in the
male homosexual spells, but the name of the user is not men-
tioned and there is no indication about the gender. Again,
Winkler cites twelve DT erotic spells as directed from men at
women (100, 118, 125, 127-135); but 134 and 135 are di-
rected by a woman at a man. He also cites 134 and 135 as the
only two DT cases in which the user i1s female and the victim
male, but there are two more (119, 137).26

The evidence examined so far, taken at face value, shows
that the user of the spells, when the gender is stated, is usually
male and the object, or victim, female. The comparative evi-
dence of the erotic defixiones points in the same direction.

But we must take into account the demna formula. In the For-
mulary erotic spells the user of the spell is most commonly called
0 dgtva son of g detva, and the victim 1 d€lva daughter of
g delva.. Thus, in almost all the Formulary erotic spells in the
magical handbook PGM 1V the user is 0 delva and the victim 7
detvo.?’ In the Formulary spells of another magical handbook,

% Jordan describes the three as “curses directed against ... lovers™
Hesperia 54 (1985) 213.

26 Winkler, in Magika Hiera 240 n.74; cf. Ogden, in Witchcraft and Magic
64.

2710 out of 11: 1-2, 4-11. 3 refers to the victim as ©pog THv yvvoika.
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PGM VII, 5 out of 15 follow this formula (20, 21, 23, 24, 26);
the other 10 either use the d€tva formula only for the victim, or
do not use it at all. In the remaining magical papyri some 19
Formulary erotic spells apply the 0 delva/M detvo user/victim
formula. In some cases also only the gender of the victim is
stated, using the d¢etvo formula, and not the gender of the user,
and in other cases the gender of neither is stated. We men-
tioned above the six spells, in two of which the user is 7| d€tva
and the victim 0 detva (53, 77).

However, in some Formulary spells this detva is quite flexible
and can be applied to either a male or a female user directed at
either a male or female victim. In the “Erotic spell that leads by
means of fire” (33), for example, as Dickie points out,?®
although the user is mentioned as 6 detvo. and the victim as 1
delva, it is made clear in the very beginning of the spell that “it
leads men to women and women to men and makes maidens/
virgins to leap out of their homes” (70-71).

This point can also be illustrated in the Formulary separation
spell 91. Here the victims are two men, who could be lovers or
friends, and against each of them the user, whose gender is not
defined, asks Typhon, “give to NN the son of NN strife, war,
and to NN the son of NN odiousness, enmity, just as Typhon
and Osiris had” (372-373). But at the end of the spell there is
an addition: “if it is a man/husband and woman/wife: ‘just as
Typhon and Isis had’” (374).

The Formulary spell 77, although it states clearly at the
beginning (2) that “it leads a woman to a man,” is actually
directed according to its content from a female user to a male
victim (5—6). In the spell “The Sword of Dardanos” (6), at the
beginning the victim is mentioned as male (1720-1721), but
later as female (1807, also 1853-1856).29 In 23 also, the victim
1s repeatedly mentioned as female, but once (909) as female

28 Dickie, CQ 50 (2000) 566.
29 In another spell from the same handbook, PGM 1V.2441-2621, al-
though the user is at first masculine, in 2479 the feminine is used.
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and in brackets as male, 1 delvar (f} 0 Ogiva), implying the
gender flexibility of the spell.

Similarly, the Formulary spell 96 is described as “The method
for separating man and woman and a woman from her hus-
band.” 33 states at the very beginning that its purpose is “to
give favor to a man before a woman and vice versa.”30

Hence we must agree with Dickie that “the use of the
masculine grammatical gender is merely a convention for
writing out as economically as possible spells that may be used
equally by either sex,”3! and (obviously) that the same applies
to the use of the female gender for the victim. Thus, spells fol-
lowing the delva formula are clearly intended as flexible
models.

In sum, about the thematic category of Formulary erotic and
separation spells on papyrus, 98 in number, we may conclude
that: (a) 55 out of 72 Greek spells, when the gender is stated,??
use the detvo formula either for both the male and the female
or for one of the two; and (b) a similar formula is used in 8 out
of 26 Demotic spells. Thus 63 out of 98 spells use the detvo
formula. This formula problematises the assumption that men
were the main users of the erotic spells, as more than half of the
spells use the delva formula, and weakens the alleged discrep-
ancy between literature and reality as regards the users of the
erotic spells.

In the thematic category of Actual erotic papyri spells, the
user 1s female in 5 out of 14 spells and the victim is male in 4
and female in 1.33 There is also 1 Actual separation spell, in
which three male victims are mentioned by name (115).

The alleged discrepancy is further weakened by Dickie’s ob-

30 Transl. Johnson in Betz 217.

31 Dickie, CQ 50 (2000) 567.

32 There are 8 PGM spells where the gender of both the user and the
victim is not stated at all.

33 Formulary 102, 103, 108, 109; and one Actual female homosexual spell
106.
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servation that in fact in literature not only women but also a
significant number of men are portrayed as engaged in
magic.3*

It 1s true that in the magical papyri there are references ex-
clusively to male magicians, or to male figures engaging in
magic,? with only two exceptions, the Syrian woman from
Gadara (PMG XX.4) and the Thessalian Philinna (XX.13).36
But, obviously, in the case of erotic magic the distinction be-
tween the magician and the user is crucial.

Thus this survey greatly problematises the claims that the
great majority of the users of erotic magic were men and that
there is a puzzling discrepancy between the evidence of the
magical papyri and the world of literature.

(b) The status of the women victims

As we have seen, scholars have raised the question of the
social status of the women victims of the erotic magic. Were
they in fact the well-protected and guarded maidens of good
families usually living in their natal home? Let us analyse some
concrete examples.

In the Formulary “Wondrous eros-binding spell” (2), the male
user adjures the chthonic gods and daimons, the men and
women who died untimely deaths, both youths and maidens
(336-343) to assist “the daimon of a dead person” (vekvdoi-

31 E.g. Jason in Pind. Pyth. 4.215-219; Calasiris and the Thessalian hero
in Heliod. Aeth. 3.16.2-3; Moeris in Verg. Ecl. 8; the Hyperborean magician
and the young man in Lucian Philops. 14; for more examples see Dickie, CQ
50 (2000) 577-580.

35 E.g. Apollonius of Tyana (PMG Xla.l), Astrapsoukos (VIIL.1),
Pachrates (8.2446), Pibechis (PMG 1V.3007), Pitys (IV.1928, 2006, 2140),
Pnouthis (I.42), Zminis of Tentyra (XII.121), Imhotep (PDM xii.24), Julius
Africanus (PMG XXIIL.55-63), Claudianus (23), Keryx (I.43), Manetho
(IT1.440), Nephotes (IV.154), Thphes (XII1.959); also Demokritos (VII.795,
XII.351), Orpheus (XII1.933), Pythagoras (VIL.795), Solomon (IV.850,
XCII.6), Mithras (V.4, 111.462), Zoroaster (XII1.968).

36 Thessalian witches were of course legendary in antiquity; e.g. Ar. Nub.
749; Luc. Phars. 6.452; Apul. Met. 2.21. See J. Cazeaux, “La Thessalic des
magiciennes,” in B. Helly (ed.), La Thessalie (Lyon/Paris 1979) 265—275.
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nwv, 361, 368, 397)%7 invoked to go to “every place and every
street and every house” and “lead and bind” the woman
“whose magical material you have” (fig éxeic v ovoiav) in
order to love him (348-351). The male user also wishes her
“not to have sexual intercourse, not to have anal intercourse,
nor do anything with another man for pleasure (un Bun6nto,
un muyteBfto, unde tpog Ndovny tom[cln pet’ GALov dvdpdg)
except with me alone, NN, so that she, NN, may not be able to
drink or eat, that she may not be content, not be patient, not
have peace of mind, that she, NN, may not find sleep without
me, NN” (351-356).38 Furthermore, the user later emphasizes
his wish that the daimon of the dead person “may not let her,
NN, take for pleasure the experience of another man, not even
of her own man/husband, except of me alone, NN (un €dong
mv delva. dAlov Gvdpog melpav AoPelv mpog ndovnv unde
101ov Gvdpdg, el un €uod povov, tod detva, 374-376). Is there
any evidence here that the male user casts the spell at a maiden
living in her natal home? Clearly, the reverse. And the refer-
ence to 18lov Gvdpdg counts decisively against that possibility.3?

In the Formulary “Another erotic spell that leads” (9) the male
user invokes Hekate-Selene-Artemis together with those who
died untimely and those of the heroes who died without a wife
and children, to take away from the female victim sweet sleep
and “if she lies having anyone else in her embrace” (et 6¢ v’
dAlov €xovo’ év xOAmolg kotdxertar, 2737)*0 let her thrust
him away and put me into her mind/heart and having aban-

37 O’Neil in Betz mistranslates vexvdoipov as “god of the dead”: the
reference here is to the daimon of the dead person into whose grave the
love-binding spell is placed (tiBecon ... mopd ddpov i Broiov Oxmy, 332
333).

38 On the verbs see D. Bain, “Six Greek Verbs of Sexual Congress (Bivd,
xkwvd, Toyilo, Ankd, olpw, Aakdlw),” CQ 41 (1991) 51-77; also D. Wort-
mann, “Neue magische Texte,” B7b 168 (1968) 56111, at 72.

39 No matter whether this means “legal husband” or, as Dickie suggests,
“the man with whom the woman is currently living”: CQ 50 (2000) 569.

40 ¢v kOAmo1g could also mean “in her vagina.”
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doned him immediately let her stand before my door, subdued
in soul longing for my bed of love” (Souvopévn woxfi €n’ €uf
@AOTNTL KO €OV}, 2737-2741).41 The user further describes
the victim: “may she, NN, driven mad come to my doors
quickly forgetting children and intimacy with parents and
hating the whole race of men and women except me, NN, and
may she have only me, NN, subdued in heart by eros’ mighty
necessity/force” (2753-2760). Here again the references to the
female victim do not at all befit a well-guarded maiden in her
natal home.

Similarly in the Actual erotic spell 105, the daimon of the
dead person 1s invoked “not to let Karosa herself whom Thelo
bore remember her [own] husband/man ([i81®] &vdp1), child,
drink, food, but she should come melting with passion and love
and intercourse, especially longing for the intercourse of Apalos
whom Theonilla bore” (52-54). In the Formulary “Laudable
erotic spell” (66), in Greek and Demotic, the male user invokes
what he addresses as “image of Helios” (36/176) to bind the
female victim “so that she may love me and do whatever I
want (v pe @UAR kol momon doo OéAw) [and] she may forget
(her) father and mother, brothers, husband, friend, except me
only she may forget them all” (28-30/172-174). In neither of
these cases can the female victim be a maiden in her natal
home.

In the Formulary “erotic spell that leads” 67, which is also a
separation spell (65 = 202), the user, whose gender is not
defined, addressing the spell to a lizard asks him to bring the
female victim and make her hate “her husband/man” and vice
versa (45—47 = 189-190). Similarly, in the Actual separation
defixio written on an ostrakon (163), the user, whose gender is
not stated, wants to send away Allous “from Apollonios, her
husband/man” (38-42). In the Actual erotic spell 111 the male
user adjures the daimons who lie there and the youths who

4 Aottt kol e0vij is a Homeric formula, e.g. 71 3.445, 6.25, translated
“in the bed of love” by R. Lattimore, The Iliad of Homer (Chicago 1951), also
O’Neil in Betz p.89. The same phrase in a similar context at 10.2908—2911.
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died untimely to make the female victim leave (her) father,
mother, brothers, sisters and “if she has another at the bosom
(el 8¢ kol €tepo[v] €xt év xOAmoLg), she should put him aside
and forget and hate him” (46-51)—clearly envisaging the pos-
sibility of a lover or husband.

All the spells considered so far attribute a considerable level
of sexual freedom and sexual experience to the female victims
and exclude the possibility that these women were well-
guarded maidens in their natal homes.

Similarly, in the Actual erotic defixiones there are examples
(141, 146-150) in which the male users wish the female
victims to have sexual intercourse and experience with no other
men but them. In 141, for instance, Ammonion binds The-
odotis “so that you may not ever be able to commingle with
another man nor have sexual intercourse nor have anal inter-
course nor fellate nor do anything for pleasure with another
man, except me alone, Ammonion son of Hermitaris” (vo un
duvnBiic etépw dvdpl cvvuryfivar norote unte Prvnbijvor unte
royteBfivor unte Ankdlewv unde ko’ fdovny (rowong) ued’
etoipe avBpane, el un povog &yw, 6 Appwviov Epuitoplg, 3—
6), “so that Theodotis the daughter of Eus may no longer have
(erotic/sexual) experience with another man, but with me
alone, Ammonion” ({vo | @gddotic Edg unxétt AGPn meipov
£Tolpov GvOPOg 7 €nod novov, tod Appoviovog, 9-10). The list
of the various types of sexual practice is a pattern found in
these other five defixiones and implies that they belong to the
same erotic subcategory. The sheer variety of the sexual prac-
tices and the emphasis on “not ever” and “no longer” mark the
female victim as sexually active.

Within this sub-category, two provide further information
about the female victim. In 149 Theodoros adjures the
chthonic gods and daimons, men and women who died
untimely, youths and maidens, to assist the daimon of a dead
person, invoked to “go to every place and every street and
every house and every tavern (Vmoye eig mov [t6]mov kol eig
nov Gueodov [[e]] xod eig macav oikiov [kal m]av kamnAlov)
and lead and bind Matrona whom Tagene bore” (17-20). Here
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a tavern, kamnAlov, is added to the list of possible places that
the daimon should search for the female victim. The other
defixio, 130, also includes a tavern (17-20). Tavern girls were
generally associated with prostitution.*?

In the Actual separation defixiones from a well in the Athenian
Agora, the woman who is the victim of two separation spells is
probably a prostitute, as Jordan suggests, since the two male
victims of the spell are described in one as “the ones who visit
Juliana (tovg mpocepyopév[ovg TovA]ov) ... in Juliana’s place
of business” (ig 10 épyaotipwv 10 TovAaviic, 159), while the
other refers to their “affection and intimacy and lying down
together” (xail M otopyn] adtdV xai N cvvAbelo kol O GLV-
av[anecelv, 160), implying a sexual relationship. Likewise, in
the Actual separation spell 154, the woman victim has a re-
lationship with two men and with “the other men” (mpdg t0g
d]Alog avBpo([r]og).

In sum, the claim that the female victims of the spells were
the well-protected and guarded maidens of good families
usually living in their natal home is challenged by a con-
siderable number of spells directed against women described as
sexually active, having a high level of sexual freedom and ex-
perience, being married, or (it seems) engaged 1n prostitution.
(c) The goal of erotic magic

Is the goal “a permanent union, that is, marriage”? And how
valid is the distinction between dywyat and @iAtpokatddesuot
on the one hand and ¢iAtpo on the other? Again, we need to
look at concrete cases.

The male user in the Formulary “Wondrous eros-binding
spell” (2) wishes that the daimon of a dead person may “lead
and bind her, NN, to love, sexually love and long for him, NN”
(6&ov, katadnoov v delva prhodoay, épdoay, TOv delva mo-
Bodoav, 395-396). Both verbs épdw and @ihén (together with

#2 K. Olson, “Matrona and Whore: Clothing and Definition in Roman
Antiquity,” in G. A. Faraone and K. McClure (eds.), Prostitutes and Courtesans
in the Ancient World (Madison 2006) 186-204.
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noBéw) are used in this eiAtpokatddespog to induce épwg and
oo (and wd0Bog) in the female victim. The spell supports
neither distinctions of feeling nor distinctions of genre.

Similarly, in the Actual erotic spell 103, Karosa is to be
aroused until “having leapt forth (éxtndncoca)’*3 she comes to
Apalos “for erotic passion and love” (¢éni €pott kot eAlg, 50—
52). The feelings of erotic passion and love also involve
yearning for sexual intercourse: “melting for erotic passion and
love and sexual intercourse, especially longing for the sexual
intercourse of Apalos whom Theonilla bore” (tn]xopévn 1@
€pott kol T eAlg kol ovvovoig, Theioton(c) moBov[u]évn Tpog
v cvvovoiov 100 AToddg ov €tekev Ogovidda, 53-54). The
male user of the Formulary spell 28 also wants to arouse €pog,
¢1Alo, and cvvovosia in the female victim (émitvyetv THg cuv-
ovoiog Tov detva, éué, col. 1.8-9; gik[eltw €ue tov detva] and
épop[évn pov] €poltt aloviw], col. ii.6-7, 11-12). Similarly,
the Actual defixio 147 aims at both £pwg and @iAior between
Ptolemais and Sarapammon (¢1Aodcdv pe, Epdo[d]v pov, 27).

The male user of the Formulary spell 27 wants to induce @iAio
and £pwg in the woman victim at first sight: “(let her) see me
and having seen me fall in love with me” (i8¢ ue kol 1dodo[o
£pJ]éoOnti pov, 13; i deiva ule 1dodoa £pacBf pov, 19).4* The
smile of the woman when they see each other is described as
the “sign of love” (k]ail nmpooyeld adt tote. onuelov yop Thg
[p1Aiog €01l T0]DT0, 22-23).

In the Formulary spell “The Sword of Dardanos” (6), the male
user invokes the god: “cause the soul of her, NN, to return to
me, NN, so that she may love me, so that she may feel erotic
passion for me, so that she may give me what is in her hands”
(éniotpeyov TV youymv thig Ogtvo €ig €ue Tov delva, Tvor pe
AR}, Tvor pov €pd, Tvor ot 3ot o év 101G xepoiv Eontiig, 1806—

4 The verb is used in other dywyoal as well: 55.71, 61.359, 144.17,
148.10.

# This 1s the love-at-first-sight commonplace (Theoc. 2.82 ff., Verg. Ecl.
8.4, etc.).
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1810). The goal here is again sexual union.*> But the phrase
Tva pot dot to év 101G xepolv Eontiig may allude to her power,
or even, more practically, to her holdings, her offerings, or her
possessions. The latter 1s also supported by the antithesis
created between this phrase and the one that follows, Aeyéto
pot to év T wuyxf €ovtiig (1810-1811), which must refer to
feelings and thoughts (the phrase occurs only here in the erotic
and separation spells). A similar example is in the mistitled
“Binding erotic spell (pidtpoxotddecpog) of Astrapsoukos”
(PGM VIII.1-63), which is not an erotic or separation spell: the
magician asks of Hermes, érovaykacov adtovg dobvoal pot o
gyovov év talg xepoly, “force them to offer me what they have
in their hands” (19-20).*¢ Hence both these phrases must
rather allude to material holdings or possessions.

In the Formulary erotic spell “Claudianus’ Lunar spell” (23)
the user calls upon Selene to “order an angel to go away to her,
NN, to lead her by the hair, by the feet; may she, being in fear,
terrified by visions/phantasms, sleepless because of her erotic
passion for me and her love for me, NN, come to my bedroom
(kéhevoov dyyéhw dmelBelv mpog v deiva, dot odTV TV
POV, TOV Tt[0]ddV: oPouvuévn, eavialouévn, dypvrvodoo
énl 1@ €pwtl nov kol tf) €nod @lAlg, Tod delva, 1Kol oNKd,
886-889). As in the previous spell, the male user wants to in-
duce both €pog and @iAia in the female victim. Moreover, two
more verbs, dyon® and o1épyw, elaborate the feelings to be in-
duced in the victim, when the user requests her to remain
“fully satistying, loving, feeling affection for me, NN, and she
may not be able to commingle/have sexual intercourse with
another man except me alone” (rAnpogopodca, Gyon®dco,
otépyovoa U, Tov delva, kol pn duvacHii GAl® &vépl cuv-

4 T discuss this complicated spell in, “Eros and Psyche in Erotic Magic,”
CiMed 62 (2011) 39-49.

46 The magician, more explicitly, asks Hermes to give him “favor, sus-
tenance, victory, prosperity, elegance, beauty of face, and strength” among
all men and women (4-6). For a similar expression in the Actual erotic spells
note SM 39.14, xoi 6 €av adTfj elnw dol pot.
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wyfivoa, €l pn épot pove, 910-912).

In the Formulary “Erotic spell that leads” (5) the male user
sends Myrrh to lead and bind a woman, “and make her have
me only in her mind, desire me alone, love/feel affection for
me alone, NN, and fulfil all my wishes” (AL’ éue povov, tov
delvo, kotd vodv €xétm, éuod povov émbupeitm, éug pdvov
otepyetm, T uo Bedquoto névto motettm, 1519-1523). The
verb otépyo is replaced later in the spell by ¢iAém in a similar
context, “until she comes to me, NN, loving me, and fulfils all
my wishes” (§wg €ABn mpog €ué, TOv deiva, eAoDod pe kol
romon mavta T Bedfuotd pov, 1532-1534).

In the Actual erotic spell 111, the daimons of that place and
the youths who died untimely are adjured to lead Euphemia to
Theon, “loving (him) with mad erotic passion and affection and
intercourse” (ép®doo EpwTO LOVIOON KOL GTOPYIV KO GULVOL-
otov), 7). Later in the spell Theon repeats his request, but
using this time @uloboav instead of épdoa: erhodoav pe Epwti
kol 60 kol otopyfi kKol cvvovsiq, Epett povimdn (30-31).
The phrase is then repeated: @iloboov €pott poviodn (43).
The use of é¢pdoo and grlodoav in the same context reveals
the author’s tendency to use these two verbs of similar meaning
in any possible combinations. This tendency becomes even
more obvious in the expression giloboa{v} pe, épdoa{v} e
Blov €pota dxatdmovotov kol @Aiav povikpyv, “loving me,
desiring me with divine, incessant erotic passion and mad love”
(48—49). The concept of covering the various shades of the
meaning of “love with affection” is again repeated in @iAnon
kol dyarnon kot otopynon (51).

In the female homosexual Actual defixio 144, the terms used
are “erotic passion and love” (¢n’ €pott kol Mg, 13, 45, 47)
and “love, yearning, unending erotic passion” (¢iAtpov, ndBov,
Epott akotanavot, 51-52, 55). Here again ¢iltpov is used
for “love” and not for “love potion, or spell” and joined to
n60o¢ and €pwg without any implication of distinctions of
meaning or categorisation. The term ¢iAtpov has the same
meaning in 102, in which Capetolina wishes “may Nilos love
me with eternal love” (piAf) pe NtAog oidtpov aidviov, 21).
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In the Actual separation defixio 160 from the Athenian Agora,
the erotic relationship is described as “their purpose and affec-
tion and intimacy” (ko TV yvo]unv kol THv 6Topyny kol v
cvvnBsiov [0V, 3-4) and “their affection and intimacy and
lying down together” (xai | 6topyn] adTdV Koi 1} cvvRBeio kol
10 cuvov[orecelv, 13-14). The noun ctopyn, generally mean-
ing “love, affection,” is used here of the sexual relationship be-
tween a prostitute and a man.

In the Actual separation defixio 164 from Egypt, Didymos’
wish for sexual intercourse with Tereous is explicitely ar-
ticulated, “and until she joins together her lips to my lips, hair
to my hair, belly to my belly, little black to my little black, until
I accomblish my intercourse and my male genitals with her
female genitals” (ko koAARon a0THG [T]d (AN glg T xIAN pov,
TNV TPLXOV €1g TV TPLYOV L0V, THV YUOTEPOV E1G TNV YUCTEPOLY
Hov, 10 UEAGVIOV €1¢ TO UEAGVIOV UOV, £0C TEAEC® TNV GLV-
0VGL(V) HOV KO TNV GPGEVIKNAY LOV UGV UETO, THE YOVOLKLOG
avtiic evoeng, 25-30). This sexual depiction is widely ex-
pressed in the magical papyri.*’ For example, in the Formulary
“Wondrous love-binding spell” (2), the male user expresses the
desire that “she may join fast together (her) head to my head
and join together lip to lip and fasten belly to belly and draw
thigh close to thigh and fit the black together with the black

47 E.g. in the Actual erotic spell 104, “joining fast together thigh to thigh
and belly to belly and her black to my black the most pleasant” (unpov unp@®
kol kotdlow kolig koAA®oO kol 10 péAav odTHg T@ éud pédavt Ndvtarte,
22-23); the Actual spell 114, “untl they join together lips to lips and white to
black” (xiAnow xiAn[e] cvvawovoswy kol 0 Aevkov 1@ péhavy, 27-29); the
Actual spell 141, “may draw thigh close to thigh and genitals to genitals for
being together always, for all the time of her life” (unpov unpd meldon kol
evog[1]v pboel Tpog cuvovsiav del eig TOv el xpdvov thig Lwfig avthig, 12—
13); the Formulary “Erotic spell that leads by means of fire” (33), “she may
join fast together her female genitals to my male one” (koi v OnAvknv
avtiig e T dpoeviki) Lov koAAnon, 83); and the Formulary “Other erotic
spell by means of fire” (56.113—114). For discussion see Pachoumi, ClMed
62 (2011) 41-42 and n.13. For examples in crotic poetry see Daniel and
Maltomini, SM I p.122.
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(ke@aAnv kepoAfll KOAANon kol xelleo yxelleot cuvayn kol
YOOTEPOL YOOTPL KOAANOT Kol Unpov unp@®d meAdon kol 1o
uEAo 1@ pEAavVL cuvapuoot, 400-404).

It is noteworthy that some examples emphasize the idea of
Bcilov €pwta, divine erotic passion (111.48-49, 27.7-8, 102.3,
148.13-14, 25), and Bio ko[l droplpNte kol dxoTomOOGTM
gpwtt (164.8-9). This divine love is elsewhere described as 10
Mg Agpoditng piotiplov, Aphrodite’s mystery rite (60.306),
and 10 B¢lov pvotprov, the divine mystery (105.52), which is
here associated with the act of sex.*® This is a special case of the
wider assimilations of magic with religious mysteries.*’

So far, then, the evidence of the Greek and Demotic magical
papyri and the defixiones seems to imply that the purpose of
practicing erotic magic is a sexual union, but without defining
it as marriage. Instead this union is described as erotic passion,
love, sexual intercourse, affection, €pwg, @1Aic, cuvovsio, Ayd-
nn, otopyn. The evidence does not support a categorisation of
spells as those inducing €pwg versus those inducing giAio.

To this general picture there are two exceptions, both from
the defixiones. The first is the erotic defixio 135,50 in which the
female user binds the male victim with erotic passion, love, and
desire, “and needing of her (having the need of her), that he
may return to his house and become (her) companion” (3e6-
uevov o0Thg émovelBelv eig v oikiov adtod cOuProlv] ye-
vésBort, 6-8). The word cOupiog is repeated five more times in
the spell and 1s used for the male victim (21-23, 28-30) or the
female user (12-15, 30-32, 44-46). The explicit aim is to “join

#8 For interpretation of the clause [¢¢’] Soov xelton mopd ool 10 Belov
pootiplov see Pachoumi, SymbOslo 86 (2012) 88 n.40.

19 E.g. 10 péyo 10010 puotiplov (PMG 1.131), g ob évopoBétncag kol
énoincag pvothplov (IV.722-723), 10 obv, 0ed, pvothplov péyiotov
(8.2592), duvotmpiactov (PMG XII1.56-57), & pof[képile pdoto thg iepoc
poyelog (1.127), pdotor tfic fpetépog duvéueng (IV.474), pvotoywydg
(IV.172 and 2254), cuppdotng (IV.731-732 and XI1.94), nolg pvotoddrog
(XX.6), etc..

50 Also R. Wiinsch, Antike Fluchtafeln? (Bonn 1912) 23—-26.
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them with marriage and love, living together for the whole time
of their life” ({eb&ov adTovg Yau® Kol Epwtt cuuPlodvtog SA®
1® g Lofig 00TV Ypove, 42—43). The second exception is the
separation defixio from Pella (161), which aims to prevent a
wedding, so that the female user may marry the male victim
herself, [Oeti]uog kol Alovvco@®dVTOC TO TEAOG KO TOV YOUOV
Kotoypdipe (1-2 and 4-5).

The question whether the goal of the erotic spells is marriage
has also been linked to the financial benefits of marriage.®! In
fact there is only one Actual erotic defixio, 144, in which the
sexual and erotic subjugation is connected to financial benefits
(£xd0tV adTV ®g SOVANV E0LTNV QT TaPELOVOOLV) Kol TO
eovtig [x]tpoata tévta, 17-18 and 39), but this is a female
homosexual defixio.

Conclusions

In this paper I have examined important gender and social
issues raised by scholars® in the erotic and separation spells of
the magical papyri, looking at the same time at examples from
the comparative material of the erotic and separation defixiones.

I tested the modern orthodoxy that the users of erotic spells
were overwhelmingly male and that consequently there is a
discrepancy between the situation in the documents, which
presumably reflect reality, and Greek and Roman literature,
where, allegedly, women are represented as the main prac-
titioners of erotic magic. The evidence reveals that more than
half of Greek and Demotic Formulary erotic and separation pa-
pyri spells (63 of 98) use the delva formula, which can be quite
flexible, applied both to men and to women. Nor is the evi-
dence of literature as one-sided as generally assumed. Con-
sequently, neither the claim that men were overwhelmingly or
predominantly the users of erotic spells, nor the claim that
there 1s a great discrepancy between real life and the world of

51 See Graf, Magic 185 ff.

52 It may be accidental that the scholars on the magical papyri are mostly
men.
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literature is soundly based.

As to the female victims of the erotic spells, were they, as
some scholars allege, the well-protected and guarded maidens
of good families usually living in their natal home? Examina-
tion of the documents has shown that many erotic spells di-
rected against women describe them as sexually active, with a
high level of sexual freedom and experience, or as married, or
as probably engaged in prostitution.

Furthermore, the use of Formulary spells implies a tendency
towards ritualising the erotic/sexual desire, which may be a
very liberating psychological process for the users. The use of
masculine gender for the user and feminine for the victim in
the deina formula may seem to reflect an attempt to stereotype
the sexual desire (male gender for the user, female for the
victim). But the fact that the deina formula was a grammatical
convention that could be used by either sex suggests the
creation of unified attitudes towards sexual desire, common to
men and women. Hence, the factor of common sexual attitudes
emerges as important among the gender and social issues.

Finally, the magical papyri and the defixiones imply that the
goal of erotic magic is sexual union, but without defining it as
marriage, with the exception of only two defixiones. 'This union
1s described as erotic passion, love, sexual intercourse, affection
(Epog, @1Alo, ovvovoio, dyarmn, otopyn). The evidence also
does not support a distinction between spells inducing €pwg and
those inducing @A
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APPENDIX

1. FORMULARY SPELLS
a. Formulary erotic spells — papyri (90)

1 PGM IV, Magical
Handbook (s. IV)
lines 94153

(No title) (in Old Coptic and Greek)
User: Male, NN whom NN bore
Victim: Female, NN whom NN bore

2 296-466

®d1lhtporatddespog Bovpaoctdc, Wondrous eros-
binding spell User: Male, 6 8. ov €texev 7 d.
Victim: Female, 7 8. fjv 8.

31265-74

Agpoditng dvope, Aphrodite’s name
User: Male, émikodecdpevoc ... eiceABdv
Victim: Female, npog v yovolko,

4 13901495

Ayoyn (énl Hpowv | povoudywv §j frotwv), Erotic
spell that leads User: Male, 6 8. fig 9.
Victim: Female, 1} . 1fi¢ 0.

5 1496-1595

Ayoyh (¢ri Cudpvng émBuouévng),
Erotic spell that leads User: Male, 6 8. tfjg 8.
Victim: Female, 1y 8. tij¢ 0.

61716-1870

Eigog Aapddvov, Sword of Dardanos
User: Male, 6 0.
Victim: Female, | 8. (or Male, 6 4., 1721)

7 1872-1927

(No title) User: Male, 0 9. tfig d.
Victim: Female, 1} 0. 1fi¢ 0.

8 2441-2621

Ayoyn, Erotic spell that leads
User: Male, 0 8. (or Female, einoboo, 2479)
Victim: Female, 7 8. v 8.

9 2708-84

"AMAN dryoyn, Another erotic spell that leads
User: Male, 6 6. Victim: Female, 7 9.

10 2891-2942

Ayoyn, Erotic spell that leads User: Male, 6 8. ov
N 8. Victim: Female, ©| 8., fjv 8.

11 2943-66 Ayoyn dypvrvntiky,
Erotic spell that leads producing insomnia
User: Male, 6 6. Victim: Female, 1y 0.

12 PGM VII D[1A]tpokatadespog aidviog,

(s. III-1V) Eternal eros-binding spell

191-92 User: ? Victim: ?

13 300a—10 Aydywov adBwpov, Erotic spell able to lead
acting immediately
User: ? Victim: Female, 1 8. tfj¢ 0.

14 385-89 [Mothptov kaAdv, A good drinking cup spell
User: 2 Victim: Female, 1} 8. <tjv> 1 6.

15 405-06 ®iltpov, Erotic spell User: ? Victim: ?
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16 459-61 diltpov kGAMotov, Excellent erotic spell
User: ? Victim: ?
17 462-66 diltpov kaAAotov, Excellent erotic spell
User: ? Victim: Female, 1y 0.
18 46777 (No title)
User: 2 Victim: Female, 1y 3., §<v> 8. / 1fic 8.
19 593619 Ayoyn doyétov, Erotic spell that leads an
unmanageable person
User: Male (6 Aéyav, 610) Victim: Female, 7 8.
20 619-27 "Ex 100 Atednpoatog Movséme, From the Diadem
of Moses User: Male, 0 8. Victim: Female, 1 8.
21 643-51 [otNptov, Drinking cup spell
User: Male, 6 8. Victim: Female, 1 0.
22 661-63 ®iltpov, Erotic spell User: ? Victim: ?
23 862918 KXawdrovod senviaxdv, Claudianus’ lunar spell
User: Male, 6 9.
Victim: Female, #{ . (or Male, f{ 0 3., 909)
24 969-72 [Iotiopa kaddv, A good draught spell
User: Male, 6 8. Victim: Female, 1 8. tii¢ 0.
25 973-80 Aydywov mapdyipov, Erotic spell able to lead by
means of touch
User: ?  Victim: Female, 1 . t1j[g] 0.
26 981-93 Aydywov, Erotic spell able to lead User: Male, 6

. ov #texe 8. Victim: Female, 1) 3. fiv .

27 PGM X.1-23

(No title)

(s. IV/V) User: Male, 6 8. Victim: Female, 7 3.
28 PGM Xlc (No title) User: Male, 6 8. Ov érexev 1 d.
(5. V) Victim: Female, 1 8. fjv xTA.

29 PGM XI1.469-73
= PDM xi1.119-34

(No title)
User: ? Victim: Female

(s. IV)
30474-79 (No title)
=135-46 User: ?  Victim: Female, 1y 3., fjv [8.
31 480-95 Another
= 147-64 User: Male, 6 6. Victim: Female, 1y 0.
32 PDM xiv.335-55 | (No title)
(s. IIT) User: Male. Victim: Female
33 35565 Another Erotic spell, “to give favor to a man
before a woman and vice versa”
User: Male. Victim: Female
34 428-50 (No title) (Two erotic potions)

User: Male, NN son of NN
Victim: Female, NN daughter of NN
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35 63669 (No title) (Erotic potion)
User: Male, NN whom NN bore
Victim: Female, NN whom NN bore
36 772-804 A method (three erotic spells)
User: Male, NN whom NN bore
Victim: Female, NN whom NN bore
37 930-32 A prescription (Erotic spell)
User: Male. Victim: Female
38 102645 (No title)  User: Male, NN whom NN bore
Victim: Female, NN whom NN bore
39 104647 (No title)
User: Male, husband. Victim: Female, wife
40 104748 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
41 1049-55 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
42 1063-69 (No title) User: Male, NN whom NN bore
Victim: Female, NN whom NN bore
43 1070-77 (No title) “A spell to bring [a woman] to a man, to
send dreams” User: Male, NN son of NN
Victim: Female, NN daughter of NN
44 1090-96 (No title)
User: ? Victim: Female, NN daughter of NN
45 113040 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
46 115562 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
47 1188-89 (No title) Erotic spell? User: ? Victim: Female
48 119093 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
49 1194-95 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
50 1196-98 (No title) User: ? Victim: Female
51 1206-18 (No title) User: Male. Victim: Female
52 PGM XIVb (No title)
(s. I10) User: ?  Victim: Female, /| yoviy
53 PGM XIXb.1-3 | (No title)

(s. IV) User: Female, 1 8. Victim: Male, 0 3.

54 4-18 Ayoyn ént kovog, Erotic spell that leads over a
dog User: ? Victim: Female, 1 8.

55 PGM Ayoyn, Eurvpov, Erotic spell that leads by means

XXXVI.69-101

of fire (&y1 8¢ Gvdpag yoveiv kol yuvekog

(s. IV) Gvdpeoty, 70) User: Male, 6 3.
Victim: Female, §| 8. fjv &texev 1y 8.
56 102-33 "AAMAo Eurvpov, Another Erotic spell by means of

fire User: Male, 6 8. Ov £texev 7 .
Victim: Female, §| 8. fjv &texev 1y 8.
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57 13460 Ayoym Bovpocti, Marvelous Erotic spell that
leads User: Male, 6 8. Ov &texev 1 6.
Victim: Female, §| 8. fjv #texev 1y 8.
58 187210 Ayoyn, Erotic spell that leads
User: Male, 6 8. Victim: Female, 1y 0.
59 283-94 duoikieldiov, Pudenda key spell
User: Male, 16 onépuo 100 6.
Victim: Female, 7 8. ufitpa tig .
60 295-311 Ayoyn, &vrupov, Erotic spell that leads by means
of fire User: Male, 6 8. Victim: Female, 1} 6.
61 333-60 Ayoyn éni [C]udpvng, Erotic spell that leads over
myrrh  User: Male, 0 3. fig 9.
Victim: Female, 1y 0.
62 361-71 Ayoyn doyetog, Erotic spell that leads an
unmanageable person (woman)
User: Male, 6 6. Victim: Female, 1y 0.
63 PGM XXXVIII | (No tite)
(s. IV) User: ? Victim: Female, 7 8. tfi¢ 6.
64 PGM LIL19 (No tide)
(s. II0) User: ? Victim: ?
659-19 (No title)

User: ? Victim: ?

66 PGM 1.XI.1-38
= PDM 1x1.159-96

®idtpov énouverdv, Laudable erotic spell
User: Male (adtég, 12)

(s. II) Victim: Female, §| 8. thv/fjv €texev 7 8.
67 39-71 Ayo[yh (Gyet y]vvai[x]a[v &]dikicBe[ioav Do
= 197216 10]D dvdpdc, 39), Erotic spell that leads; also a

Separation spell ([81dxoyov T]ov 8. &nd tiig J., 65)
User: ?  Victims: Female, 7 8., and Male, t]ov
Gvdpa (husband and wife, xa[i] adthv 6 &]vip)

68 PDM 1x1.95-99

“Spell for giving praise and love in Nubian”

(s. III) User: Male, or Female? Victim: Male

69 100-05 “The red cloth of Nephthys”
User: ? Victim: Female?

70 112-27 “A Prescription for making a woman love you”
User: Male Victim: Female

71 12847 (No title) User: Male Victim: Female

72 148-58 (No title) User: ? Victim: Female

73 PGM LXIL1 23
(s.J10)

(No title) User: Male, 0 9.
Victim: Female, 1y . tij¢ 0.
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74 PGM LXIII.1-7

(No title) (Erotic potion, mo[t]dv)

(s. II/III) User: ? Victim: ?

75 8-12 [Tovoixa kotpepé[vnv] duoro[yficot 16 dv]opa
o0 gurel, Erotic spell to make a woman confess
the name of the man she loves.

User: Male Victim: Female

76 PGM LXVII (No title) Fragmentary erotic spell?

User: Male(?), d¢iva, 0v] &texev 1 8(etvar)
Victim: Female(?), tv 8¢€iva, v texev] 1) deiva

77 PGM LXXVIII Eros punishment, &yet yovot]kav tpog évdpo ...

(s. III) Kol H{ovipovg adtovg Totel] kKol TioTikog
User: Female, 7 8. fjv €texev 1 8. {[v &tex]ev 7 O.
Victim: Male, 0 8.

78 PGM CIII (No title) User: Male, €ug tov 0.

(s. II) Victim: Female(?), [NN whom NN] bore

79 PGM CXVII (No title) User: Male (fr.23.2). Victim: Female

(s. I)

(fr.2 [her]| husband [forgetting], also 9 and 14); tfj
diva (22.4)

80 PGM CXIXa.l-

Erotic spell through touch

3 (s. IID) User: ? Victim: ?

8146 Erotic spell User: ?  Victim: Female(?)

82 PGM CXXIL.5— | Enchantment [spoken] three times over apples
25 (s. D) User: ? Victim: Female

83 26-50 (No title) User: ?

Victim: Male, NN, or Female, NN

84 P.Oyy. 4672

(No title) User: Male, mpog €ue tov . Tfig 3.

(s. III/IV) Victim: Female, tfi¢ 8. fig £texev 7 S.
85 P.Oxy. 4674 (No title) User: Male, €ue t0v 8. ov €texev 1 0.
(s. IV/V) Victim: Female, npog v 8. vg v d.

86 P.0xy. 3834.1 5
(s. 1I0)

émi éxxpipotog, kaddv, Over (seminal) secretion,
a good one User: Male, cuvyevipevog
Victim: Female, ei¢ thv ¢Oowv tiig 3.

876-11

GM(Ao), Another
User: Male, t® §. Victim: Female, 1 8.

88 P.Oxy. 4468 recto
(s. I)

(No title)
User: 2 Victim: Female, thv 3. 8.

89 P.Duk.inv. 7295
1-12
(s. 11/111)

ooy memipaci[év]ov brd toArdv, Drinkable
tested by many
User: Male, t0v ... t® 8. Victim: Female, 7 8.

5¢D. R. Jordan, GRBS 46 (2006) 159-173.
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90 19-27

Kotddeop[og, Binding spell
User: 1ov 8. 0v €tek(ev) ) 0.
Victim: 1y 8. v #tex(ev) 0.

b. Formulary separation spells — papyri (8)

91 PGM XI1.365— | Awxondg, Separation spell

75 User: ? Victims: Two males, or a male and a

(s. IV) female: 6 0. tfic 0. and 0 8. tfi¢ 8., or a husband
and wife, el 8¢ dvip €otv kol YoV

92 44548 A spell for separating one person from another.

= PDM xi1.50-61 User: ? Victims: two

93 449-52 Another (Separation spell)

=62-75 User: ? Victims: two

94 453-65 Another (Separation spell)

= 76-107 User: ? Victims: Two males, 0 8., 0 8.

95 466-68 A spell to cause a woman to hate a man User: ?

=108-18 Victims: a woman and a man (husband and wife?)

96 PDM xiv.366— The method of separating a man from a woman

75 and a woman from her husband User: ?

(s. III) Victims: a man from a woman (NN son of NN,
NN daughter of NN) and a woman from her
husband

97 PGM CXXVIa | (Notitle) User:? Victims: A Female and a Male,

(5. V) mv 6. [&mo to? 8.]

98 PGM CXXVIb | (Notitle) User:? Victims: Two: one Female, tHg

(s. V) d., and one Male(?)

c. Formulary erotic defixiones (3)

99 DT 229, In Latin

Carthage (s. I) User: ? Victim: ?

100 D7 230 In Latin and Greek

Carthage (s. I) User: Male Victim: Female

101 DT 296 In Greek, very fragmentary

Hadrumetum User: ?  Victim: ?

(s. III)

2. ACTUAL SPELLS

a Actual erotic spells — papyri (13)

102 PGM XV
(s. III)

User: Female, Kanetoliva fiv étexe Ienepodg
Victim: Male, e, Nike, tov kol AyoBov Aaiipovo
ov £texe Anuntpio
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103 PGM XV1 User: Female, Atookopodc fiyv &rexe Tikol

(s. 1) Victim: Male, Zapaniov ov rexe [Tocduntpo
104 PGM XVlIla User: Male, ‘Epuetog Ov €texev ‘Epuiovn.

(s. IV) Victim: Female, Tirynpodg fiv étexev Zogio
105 PGM XIXa User: Male, AtoA®dg Ov &texev Ogovildo..

(s. IV/V) Victim: Female, Kdpwoo fjv €rexe Oedd

106 PGM XXXII User: Female, ‘Hpaeig fiv étexev Ogppovbopiv.
(s. II) Victim: Female, Zopomiog v &rexev ‘EAévn
107 PGM XXXIIa | User: Male, Zepamioxog 0v Etekev Opéntn

(s. IT) Victim: Male, Apdverog ov £rexev ‘EAévn

108 PGM XXXIX | User: Female, AALodg ¢ #texev AheEavdpio
(s. IV) Victim: Male, ‘HpoxAfig Ov £texev Taoinig
109 PGM LXVII | User: Female, Ep]i[éa] fiv €texev Epynelid
(s. II/1ID) Victim: Male, Edthyng 6[v] rexev Zooiun
110 PGM User: Male, [TtoAepotog ov £texev Ad[H]un
LXXXIV = SM 40 | Victim: Female, [TtoAepolic fv #texev ‘EAévn
(s. I1I)

111 PGM CI User: Male, ©énv Ov €texev [poeyia

=SM45 (.V) Victim: Female, Ebonuio fyv €texev AwpoBéa
112 PGM CVIII User: Male, Atéox[o]vpog v €texev OékAon
=SM43 (s.1V) Victim: Female, Aeovtia v £texev uftpa Eda
113 PGM CIX User: 2 Victim: Female, KaAnuépo

(5. IV)

114 P.Oxy. 4673 User: Male, 19 ‘EAéve ov Etexev Tamop

(s. IV-V) Victim: Female, j]v #texev Eiot1[ddpa?

b. Actual separation spells — papyri (1)

115 PGM LXVI User: ? Victims: Three Males, ®1A6Eevog,
(s. II-1V) TCevvadiog, [Teddytog

¢ Actual erotic defixiones (36)

116 DT 38 Erotic spell, or Juridical spell to gain victory in

= SM 54 court? Male homosexual spell

(s. II/1ID) User: Male, 'Hovikdg Victim: Male, Avviavig
117 DT 51 Athens | User:? Victim: Female, Toueth fiv £texev “Yyia
118 DT 100 In Latin User: Males, Surus, Caenus, Secundus
Crucinacum (s. I) | Victim: Female, Silonia

119 DT'103 In Latin  User: Female(?), Aprilis Kaesio
Crucinacum (s. IT) | Victim: Male, Artus Dercomogni

120 DT 135 In Latin User: ? Victims: Male, Malcius

Nomentum (s. IT)

Nicones, and Female, Rufa Pulica
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121 DT 138 In Latin User: Male, Soterichus

Rome (s. IB.C.) Victim: Female, Eutychia

122 DT 139 In Latin User: ? Victim: Female, Rhodine, ut
Rome (s. IB.C.) semper odio sit M. Licinio Fausto

123 DT 190 In Latin

Minturnae (s. IT) User: ? Victim: Female, Tychene Carisi

124 DT 191 In Latin User: ? Victims: Male, C. Babu([llius C.
Cales (s. 1) fi]lius, and Female, Tertia Salvia Quartae Satiae
125 DT 227 In Latin and Greek User: Male, Suc(c)es(s)us
Carthage (s. ) Victim: Female, Suc(c)es(s)a

126 DT 228 In Latin

Carthage (s. ) User: ? Victim: Female, Tulia Faustilla Marii filia
127 DT 231 Latin in Greek letters User: Male, Maptioiig
Carthage (s. ) rxovep neneptt Kopwvoplo  Victim: Female

128 DT 264 In Latin

Hadrumetum User: ? Victim: Female, Victoria quem peperit
(s. IIT) Suavulva

129 DT 265 In Latin

Hadrumetum User: Male(?) Victim: Female, Victoria quem
(s. III) peperit Suavulva

130 DT 266 In Latin User: Male, Felix quem peperit Fructa

Hadrumetum (s. II)

Victim: Female, Vettia quem peperit Optata

131) DT 267 In Greek including Latin in Greek letters

Hadrumetum User: Male, "Onniol Kovep teneptt Qbevepi(x

(s. II) Victim: Female, Bovdoo xovop merneptt Idmtn

132 DT 268 In Latin  User: Male(?)

Hadrumetum Victim: Female, Bonosa qu(am) pe(pe)ri(t) Bonosa

(s. ITI)

133 DT 269 Latin in Greek letters

Hadrumetum User: ?

(s. I1I) Victim: Female, Tottiva xov[op] nenepit — —

134 DT 270 Latin in Greek letters User: Female, Zénfwop

Hadrumetum Apéve il (Septima Amoenae filia)

(s. ID) Victim: Male, Ze&tidAiog Atovicie @1lovg
(Sextilius Dionysiae filius)

135 DT 271 In Greek, some in Latin letters

Hadrumetum User: Female, Aopitiovn v €texev Kovd1dé

(s. 1D Victim: Male, O0pBovog ov £texev OOpPavd

136 DT 292 Erotic spell(?) in Latin

Hadrumetum User: Male(?)

(s. IIT) Victim: Female, Adbocata
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137 DT 299 User: Female, [Tove[v]ohio(?)
Ammaedara (s. IIT) | Victim: Male, — — ov €rekev Kad[novp]via
138 DT 304, cf. In Greek and Latin with Greek letters
133 Hadrumetum | User: ?
(s. I) Victim: Female, Tottwvo kov[o tenepit — —|
139 SM 37A User: Male(?) Iotodg v (for 6v) €tfex]e Tueoiidg
(s. I Victim: Female, Nikn AnoAlovodtog
140 SM 37B User: Male(?) TTavtodg fiv (for 6v) €rexev Tueoiidg
(s. I Victim: Female, Nikn A[roA]Aovobtog
141 SM 38 User: Male, Aupoviov ‘Eputtapic
(s. IT) Victim: Female, @e680tic Edg
142 SM 39 User: Male, ITtoAepotog ov #texev Oaocelg
(s. III) Victim: Female, Atdovodv fiv &texev Apowvdn
143 SM 41 User: Male, ZonA t@ #texev Apooep
(s. III/IV) Victim: Female, Teppodtic v étexev Zogio
144 SM 42 User: Female, Zooio fiv aitexev Todpa
(s. III/IV) Victim: Female, Topyovio fjv oitokev Nidoyevio

145 SM 44 = PGM
CVII) Linen

User: Male, Ay [1A]Adg 6v €texev ‘EAévn
Victim: Female, Tamag fiv £[te]xev Anuntpio

(s. III/IV)
146 SM 46 User: Male, [Moc18dviog ov étexev OcevouPdobic
(s. II/1ID) Victim: Female, ‘Hpovodg fiv étexev [TtoAepoic
147 SM 47 User: Male, Zopondppov Ov étekev Apéa
(s. II/110) Victim: Female, Itolepaido v étexev Aidg, Thy
Buyotépa Qpryévoug
148 SM 48 User: Male, Aidovpimv 0Ov #texe uftnp dvopott
(s. IL/11I) Konpia
Victim: Female, Konpio fjv £rexe untp Tafioig
149 SM 49 User: Male, Oeddwpog 0v Etexev Teydotg
(s. II/1ID) Victim: Female, Matpdvo v £texev Toyévn
150 SM 50 User: Male, Oeddwpog Ov Etexev Teydotg
(s. II/1ID) Victim: Female, Motp@vo. [fiv £t]exev Tayévn{c}
151 SM 51 User: Male, ©g6]8wpog ov £texev Tey[Do1g
Clay vessel Victim: Female, Matpdvo fiv £texev Toyévn
(s. 11/110)

d. Actual separation defixiones (14)

Cnidus (s. II B.C.)

152 DT 5 User: ? Victims: Male from Female/husband
Cnidus from wife and children

(s. I B.C.) Male, Néxwva  Female, ITposddiov

153 DT 10 User: Female Victim: Female, AwpoBéc, who had

the user’s husband, tic tov &[u]ov Gvdpa. eixe
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154 DT 68 User: ?

Attica Victims: Female, Oeodmpa, from two Males and

(s. IVB.C.) others, KaAMog, Xapiog, tog dAAog [&vB]pdrog

155 DT 69 User: ? Victim: Female(?)

Attica (s. IV B.C.)

156 DT 85 User: ? Victims: Male and Female, "AvBetpo and

Boeotia Zothog (A), and two others mentioned, a Female,
dulévn (A), and a Male, Molottég (B)

157 DT 198 User: ? Victims: (Hatred between) a man/

Cumae husband and a woman/wife.

(s. ID) Male, Betpovfrog ®R[ALE Ov Erexev BetpouPio
Mo&iwd[Ao 0]v Eomet[pe Betpob]Brog Ebédniotog
Female, OboAepio Kopddtidda fv Etexev
Ovadepio Ebvora v Eoneipe Ovaléprog Muotid

158 SGD 30 User: ? Victims: a man and a woman

Athenian Agora Male, Tpoguudig ov €te[rev Tpopiun

(s. I/1ID) Female, Kaprnodmpo fjv €rexev Eicidig

159 SGD 31 User: ?

Athenian Agora Victims: two Males (customers of a prostitute

(s. I/1ID) ‘TovMavii {i #rexev Mapkio), AcooBévng and Ielog

160 SGD 32 User: ?  Victims: a man and a woman

Athenian Agora Male, IoAdveikog

(s. I/1II) Female, TovAwovn v €re[xev Mapxia]

161 NGCT 31 User: Female, ®iA?]a

Pella (s. IV B.C.) Victims: Male, Atovucoe®dv Female, O¢tipo

162 NGCT 44 Side A: User: Male, [Towcoviog

Akanthos Victim: Female, Ziun

(s. IV/III B.C.)

Side B: User: Male, [Towcaviog
Victim: Male/Female(?), Atvig

163 NGCT 3 User: ?

Messene (s. IV B.C.) | Victim: Female, TAvképav t Alwvog yovoiko
164 NGCT 94 User: Male, Atdvpwv @v étexev Tonmiop

(s. IV) Victim: Female, thv Tepnov<v> fjv &rexev Amio
165 PGM O 2 User: ? Victims: a woman/wife to be separated
Ostrakon from her man/husband, Female, AALob¢, Male,

AnoAAdviog
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