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A Survey of Greek Defixiones
Not Included in the Special Corpora
D. R. Jordan
Es gibt zwar zweifelsohne noch sehr viele klassische Philologen und
Kulturforscher, die es absonderlich finden, dass man solchen abstrusen Dingen Zeit und Arbeit opfere. Aber gewiss muss die
Forschung das Inferno der Magie und des ganzen Zauberwesens
durchwandeln, damit einmal der Kulturforscher des Altertums die
Richtungslinien der religiosen Entwieklung scharf und sieher zu
ziehen imstande sei. Man mag es vielleicht bedauern, aber es geht
nun einmal nicht anders.
S. Eitrem (Gnomon 3 [1927] 176)

D

EFIXIONES, more commonly known as curse tablets, are inscribed pieces of lead, usually in the form of small, thin
sheets, intended to influence, by supernatural means, the actions or welfare of persons or animals against their will. They became
popular in the fifth century B.C. and continued in use in Mediterranean lands until at least the sixth century of our era. These inscriptions, of which some 1,100 examples have come to light, provide our
best continuous evidence for the practice of magic in the millenium
from classical times to the close of antiquity.! Around the beginning
of this century two special corpora of defixiones appeared, compiled
by R. Wunsch in 1897 and by A. Audollent in 1904. 2 Wunsch's edition included 220 Attic lead curse tablets, all in Greek. Audollent,
intending his volume to complement Wunsch's, drew on the whole
Greek and Roman world and included the texts not only of the
remaining Attic and other Greek tablets known to him but also those
inscribed in Latin and other ancient languages; his corpus comprises
305 examples. K. Preisendanz has presented the general bibliography
of defixiones up through the third decade after the two corpora, 3 and
1 The best general discussion of defixiones and their importance is tK. Preisendanz's
fundamental "Auchtafel (Defixio)," RAe 8 (1972) }-24.
2 For references see n.7 infra.
a "Die griechischen und lateinischen Zaubertafeln," ArchP 9 (1930) 119-54 and 11
(1933) 153-64. At 9.119 Preisendanz announced that he was undertaking to compile a
corpus of defixiones that had appeared since Audollent's volume, a project that never
came to fruition. He had a set of reprints of his bibliography especially interleaved and
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useful compilations and lists of Latin tablets not included in Audollent's corpus have appeared. 4 No one, however, has produced a
systematic checklist of Greek defixiones not included in either of the
two corpora, although (or perhaps because) the Greek tablets are
much more numerous than the Latin, they span a longer period, and
they generally give us more diverse information about the development of ancient magical and religious beliefs. In the hope that such a
list will make it easier for those interested in defixiones to gain a
better view of the subject, I present here a catalogue of all the Greek
examples known to me-over 650 in number-that do not appear in
either WUnsch's or Audollent's corpus.
A word to excavators. With very few exceptions, defixiones are
found, rolled up into scrolls or folded into small packets, in tombs, in
chthonic sanctuaries, or in what were once underground bodies of
water. Scanty references in ancient literature form the basis for the
theory that when defixiones were deposited in graves, it was in order
to invoke the /X.WpOL, the 'untimely', who were buried there; these
were persons who had died, whether through foul play or not, before
what was thought to be their proper times and who were believed to
have to wait in their graves-presumably with the opportunity to
wander at night and to harm whomever the defixiones named-until
their allotted years had passed and their souls could find rest. 5 In only
a very few cases, however, has it been possible to test this theory, for
the ages of skeletons with which defixiones have been found are
seldom reported and the burials are seldom adequately described; but
in these few cases- e.g. a child's grave of the late fifth century B.C.
in the Athenian Kerameikos, a young man's grave of the Roman
imperial period near Corinth, a young person's burial of the fourth or
fifth century A.D. at Ballana in Nubia, and children's sarcophagi of ca
A.D. 400 at Rome 6 -suggest that the theory may be correct. Excavators can substantially increase our knowledge of the use of defixiones
and our understanding of this area of ancient superstition about the
dead if, when they find defixiones in burials, they examine the meth-

until at least 1963 added, on the interleaves, references to new publications concerning
defixiones. I am deeply grateful to A. Henrichs for generously providing me with photocopies of Preisendanz's annotated reprints; they have been invaluable.
4 By M. Besnier, RevPhil44 (1920) 5-30; E. Garcia Ruiz, Emerita 35 (1967) 55 n.l;
and H. Solin, Eine neue F1uchtafel aus Ostia (=CommHumLitt 42.3 [1968]) 23-31.
5 For a summary treatment of the 'prematurely dead' in whose graves the defixiones
were deposited see J. H. Waszink, RAe 2 (1954) s. v. "Biothanati."
6 Respectively pp.l57, 167, and 187 infra, and R. WUnsch, Sethianische Verfluchungstaleln aus Rom (Leipzig 1898) 3.
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od and furniture of burial and the skeletons as well with an eye to
determining the ages of the deceased.
The arrangement of the following list is geographical: it begins with
tablets from Greece, covering the country in the order of the volumes of Inscriptiones Graecae; it continues with tablets from Yugoslavia, Austria, Sicily, and Italy and then proceeds counterclockwise
around the Mediterranean until it reaches the Black Sea area. I have

assigned a serial number to each of the 189 defixiones in the list
whose texts have been published, but I merely report, in rectangular
brackets, the 500 or more whose existence I have learned of through
published announcements, word of mouth, or such. For each numbered entry I have recorded, if they are available:
Loc.: the present location of the tablet, with the inventory number of
the museum or excavation depot where it is housed.
PROV.: the provenence and excavation context.
T ABLEr: the dimensions (in meters) and a description of any noteworthy physical features.
DArE: the date and the basis on which it has been determined by the
editors and commentators. If a date appears after the words "Not
given," it has been assigned by me.
BIBL.: the bibliography. I have tried to include not only every edition
of the text but every suggestion that has been offered towards its
establishment, interpretation, or dating. Here I have employed special
conventions:
X: either the editio princeps or a treatment reproducing the text
given in the immediately foregoing unbracketed item. It is to be
assumed, unless it is stated to the contrary, that the editio princeps, but no subsequent treatment, of a text is based on autopsy.
[X]: a discussion that includes no text or conjectures.
+ X: a discussion in which the preserved text is not fully reproduced but readings or conjectures are offered that are different
from those in the immediately foregoing unbracketed item.
*X: a presentation of the whole text as preserved, but with readings or conjectures different from those in the immediately foregoing unbracketed item.
X (non vidi): an edition or discussion that I have been unable to
consult. The phrase "the immediately foregoing unbracketed item"
above is not intended to refer to an item marked non vidi. For an
illustration of this notation see 107 below: the text is first given by
Ferri; Olivieri next treats of it, but I have not seen his work; 1. and
L. Robert have given neither a text nor conjectures but have offered an interpretation; Jeffery has suggested changes in Ferri's text,
changes that are recorded in SEG; Calder has given a complete text
that is different from Jeffery's; Jeffery has given a complete text that
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is different from Calder's~ Masson has given a complete text that is
different from Calder's~ and Miller has reproduced Masson's text.
INseR.: a description of the text. Here I have also noted if the tablet
is opisthographic, if its text is written in any distinctive way (e.g.
spelled backwards, afBA), if maternal lineage is used to identify the
persons named in it, if it is based on any known formula, or if it
has anything else of particular note. I have occasionally quoted the
shorter texts in full.

I am preparing a corpus of Greek defixiones. I shall be grateful if
excavators will be good enough to inform me if their sites yield new
defixiones or any new evidence for their use and if museum curators
and others will tell me if they have any unannounced examples in
their care. I shall be equally grateful if readers will inform me of any
omissions or inaccuracies they may find in this survey. 7
7 The following are cited in abbreviated form and normally with inscription numbers:
A. ABT, "Bleitafeln aus MUnchner Sammlungen," ArchRW 14 (1911) 143-58; M.
ALMAGRO BASCH, Las inscripciones ampuritanas griegas, ibericas y latinas (= Monograflas ampuritanas 2 [Barcelona 1952]); A. AUDOLLENT, Dejixionum tabellae (Paris
1904); A. BRUGNONE, "Dejixiones inedite da Selinunte," Studi di storia antica offerti
dagli allievi a Eugenio Manni (Rome 1976) 67-90; E. G ABRICI, II santuario della Malophoros a Selinunte (=MonAnt 32 [1927]) 379-400; M. GUARDUCCI, Epigrajia greca
IV (Rome 1978); L. H. JEFFERY, "Further Comments on Archaic Greek Inscriptions," BSA 50 (1955) 67-84, and Local Scripts of Archaic Greece (Oxford 1961); D. R.
JORDAN, "Defixiones from a Well near the Southwest Corner of the Athenian Agora," Hesperia 54 (1985) (forthcoming); A. P. MILLER, Studies in Early Sicilian Epigraphy: An Opisthographic Lead Tablet (Diss. Chapel Hill 1973) 144-70; R. MUNSTERBERG, "Three Attic Curse Tablets," Glasnik Zemaljskog Muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 13 (1901) 589-97 (in Serbian), and "Drei attische Fluchtafeln," WissMittBosnHerz
10 (1907) 375-77; N. NABERS, "Ten Lead Tabellae from Morgantina," AJA 83
(1979) 463f; B. PACE, Camarina: topograjia, storia, archeologia (Catania 1927) 159-65;
W. PEEK, "Attische Grabschriften II," AbhBerlin 1956.3, and Kerameikos, Ergebnisse
der Ausgrabungen III (Berlin 1941) 89-100; V. SHKORPIL', "Three Lead Tablets
with Inscriptions from Olbia," fstvestiia Arkheologischeskaia Komissiia 27 (1908) 68-74
(in Russian); J. STRYD, "'ATTLKa /-UT' apoJlJ 1J-OA.V{3fnva EA.auI.UlTa," ArchEph 1903,
55-60; A. WILHELM, "Uber die Zeit einiger attischer Fluchtafeln," JOAf 7 (904)
105-26; D. WORTMANN, "Neue magische Texte," BonnJbb 168 (1968) 56-111; R.
WUNSCH, Dejixionum tabellae (=IG III.3 [1897]); E. ZIEBARTH, "Neue Verfluchungstafeln aus Attika, Boiotien und Euboia," SitzBerlin 1934, 1022-50.
For bringing my attention to references that I might otherwise have missed and for
allowing me to cite unpublished defixiones under their control, I should like to thank
P. Amandry, J. P. Binder, P. du Bourguet, A. Brugnone, M. Chehab, E. Dusenbery, 1.
Humphrey, F. F. Jones, P. Ka11igas, A. Kaloyeropoulou, U. Knigge, R. D. Kotansky,
Stephen G. Miller, Stella G. Miller, A. P. Miller Zartarian, N. Norman, J. F. Oates, W.
Openo, J. Papachristodoulou, G. Pugliese Carrate11i, J. R. Rea, W. van Rengen, K. J.
Rigsby, H. S. Robinson, M. SaSel Kos, R. V. Schoder, T. L. Shear Jr, C. SkinkelTaupin, G. Steinhauer, S. C. Stone III, R. S. Stroud, R. F. Sutton Jr, H. A. Thompson,
M. Vickers, K. Vierneisel, D. White, H. Whitehouse, C. K. Wi11iams II, W. H. Wi11is,
and 1. R. Wiseman. I am particularly grateful to L. H. Jeffery and O. Masson for improving an earlier version of the Sicilian entries in this survey. Whatever mistakes and
omissions remain should of course be attributed to me.
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GREECE

ATHENS
Kerameikos
1. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: The right hand of a skeleton in a
grave whose contents included a squat lekythos of mid-Va. TABLET: H. 0.375,
W. 0.07. DATE: va (Peek, from context; Jeffery). BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 3
(phot., Taf. 22.3, 23.2). [Jeffery, "Comments" 19.)
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Over 70 lines of text on one side, perhaps
originally as many on the other. Curses more than twenty men and women
and often their tongues and souls as well, with phrases like KamSw ~TEcPa
vov TIo'\V~pCHTO] 1rapa <l>EPO"E[<t>O]VEt I$ai 'EpW-Et.
2. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: The right hand of a skeleton in a
grave of va. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.045, max. pr. W. 0.016, plus several tiny
fragments (dimensions unrecorded). DATE: va (Peek, from context). BIBL.:
Peek, Kerameikos 6 (phot., Taf. 23.1). E. Ziebarth, GGA 204 (1942) 19f.
[Jeffery, "Comments" 20.]
INSCR.: Traces of three columns, of which only the second can be read. It
contains men's names (nom.), each followed by TIat, possibly an abbreviation of the demotic TIataVtEV~ or TIawviSl1~'
3. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: A disturbed fill ofIV a in the area of the
grave plots of the Potamians and of Hegeso (plans, J. Travlos, Pictorial Dictionary of Ancient Athens [New York 1971] 303 I, 1). TABLET: H. 0.05, W. 0.09.
DATE: Second half of va (Peek, Guarducci); mid-IVa (Jeffery). BIBL.: Peek,
Kerameikos 1 (phot., Taf. 23.4). [Jeffery, "Comments" 22.) Guarducci 247f.
INSCR.: Spelled backwards. Against AvO"avia~ EI$ TO apYVPoKo1rio, his wife,
chattel, and bodily and mental parts. Ends with the unexplained phrase avBElL . .. v. 'YE~ htEpa~.

4. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 3. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.065,
max. pr. W. 0.72, plus three small fragments: i, max. pr. H. 0.011, max. pr.
W. 0.023; ii, max. pr. H. 0.011, max. pro W. 0.012; iii, max. pr. H. 0.008,
max. pr. W. 0.011. DATE: See 3. BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 2 (phot., Taf.
22.4). [Jeffery, "Comments" 22.)
INSCR.: Letters retrograde, spelling left to right. Against the same Lysanias,
with a formula only slightly different from that of 3. "Attic script, but for
Ionic ,\" (Jeffery).
5. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 3. TABLET: Nine fragments,
of which five can be joined. Max. pr. dimensions of the joined pieces: H.
0.03, W. 0.07. DATE: Late Iva? (Jeffery). BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 7 (drawing, p.96). [Jeffery, "Comments" 25.)
INSCR.: Spelled backwards. Names (nom.) separated by the punctuation: .
6. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 3. TABLET: H. 0.105, W.
0.055. Lead in the form of a crude oval box. DATE: Around the beginning of
IVa (Peek, from letter forms); late va (Jeffery). BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 4
(phot., Taf. 22.2). [Jeffery, "Comments" 23.]
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INSCR.: Judiciary. Pytheas and three other men's names (nom.), followed by
,~
EV01T'r)t
',
\ II 8'
#LETa v EO.
t

I

,

\

,

07T'OUOL WLV aVTLuLKOL

7. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 3. TABLET: H. 0.03, W. 0.10.
DATE: First half of Iva (Peek); late va (Jeffery). BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 5.
[Jeffery, "Comments" 24.1
INSCR.: Two columns, the first a list of men's names (nom.), the second
illegible. The names are perhaps those of trierarchs (Peek).
8. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 3. TABLET: Narrow strip of
lead bent into the shape of a bracelet. H. 0.015, max. pr. W. 0.04. BIBL.:
Peek, Kerameikos 8 (drawing of letters, p. 97).
INSCR.: Three or more men's names: KpaTLvov : IIv8oSwpov : Kat IIv8wva :
9. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Grave 40 near the plot of Antidosis,
daughter of Iatrokles (described by K. KUbler, AA 1942, 200-03). The skeleton is that of an adult, its sex unrecorded. TABLET: In the shape of an oval
box, H. 0.065, W. 0.11, with an inscribed lid, which was found elsewhere in
the grave. A crude male doll, H. 0.06, was found with, but not inside, the
box. Presumably the box, with its lid affixed, once contained the doll.
The doll's hands are bound behind its back and the name MV71Uil-Ul)(O{) is
scratched into its right leg. DATE: Early Iva (context, prosopography). BIBL.:
1. Trumpf, AthMitt 73 (1958) 94-102 (phot., Beil. 71f, and Guarducci, Fig.
68, 69). [D. R. Jordan, "New Archaeological Evidence for the Practice of
Magic in Classical Athens," IIpaKTLKa of the 12th International Congress of
Classical Archaeology, Athens 1983 (forthcoming).]
INSCR.: Judiciary. A list of nine men's names (nom.), followed by Kat E TL{)
&UO{) #LET' EKEVO ~VSLKO{) EUTL ; ~pTV{). One of the men is Mnesimachos.
10. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: A grave near the 'Round Bath' (plan,
Travlos [supra 3] 303 no. 169). Peek reports the grave as va, but the excavation notebooks have it Iva. TABLET: H. 0.075, W. 0.12. DATE: Not given; later
Iva (Jetter forms, context). BIBL.: Peek, "Att. Grab." 206 (phot., Taf. IV.8).
INSCR.: A list of men's and women's names (nom.) written in two columns,
the second upside down in relation to the first. The beginning of possibly
another name is written upwards along the left of the first column.
11. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 10. TABLET: H. ca 0.15, W.
0.08. DATE: Not given; later Iva (Jetter forms). BIBL.: Peek, "Att. Grab."
207 (drawing of upper part, p.60; phot., Taf. IV.7).
INSCR.: A list of four men's names (nom. +gen.) plus the demotic (?) KvU)]a[B71vaLE~ or -EL{)l, followed by a list of five names (nom.), one of them
Qualified with his place of residence and profession (Ef.L MEA[iT]EL OiKWV
Ka1T'r)AO{), two described as 'YpaiX; Ka1T'r)Ai{) (vidi: Kat 1TaL{) Peek) and 1TOPv[o]lX>v,.do{)l, one Qualified with his profession and owner's name (d uK71vi7"T/{) d KaULTEAOV{) OiKE7"T/{), and one with his owner's name only (gen. +
owner's demotic). There follows a curse, beginning KaraSW, against their
various faculties, parts, and works.
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12. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum. PROV.: Same as 10. TABLET: H. 0.075, W.
0.16. DATE: Not given; later Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Peek, "Att. Grab."
205 (drawings, pp.59f; phot., Taf. II, III).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: seven men's names (two nom., four
nom. +demotic, one nom. +gen. +demotic: [MEA]avwv[o~ II1oAV(TTpa'TOV llo[TlI4uo~)]). Side B, every other line of which is spelled backwards: the seven
names again (five nom., Melanopos and another with gen. +demotic).

13. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum, inv. I 459. PROV.: The bottom of Dipylon
Well B1 ; apparently not in situ (Jordan). TABLET: H. 0.026, W. 0.118, Th.
0.014. DATE: Iva (Jordan, from backward spelling). BIBL.: [K. Braun, AthMitt
85 (1970) 197 (phot., Taf. 93.2).] D. R. Jordan, ibid. 225-29 (drawing, Fig.
1). SEG 30.325.1.
INscR.: Not fully read. At the upper right-hand corner the phrase Kat TO:
[pya spelled backwards.
14. Loc.: Kerameikos Museum, inv. I 460. PROV.: Same as 13. TABLET: H.
0.076, W. 0.122. DATE: 313/2a (Braun, from prosopography); 313/2-307 a
(Jordan, from prosopography). BIBL.: Braun (supra 13) 197f (phot., Tar.
93.1). *Jordan (supra 13) 229-36 (drawing, Fig. 2). SEG 30.325.2.
INSCR.: In a column, five men's names (ace.), two of them with demotics,
no governing verb. To the lower right of the column and upside down in
relation to it, the misspelled beginning of the first of the names.
[R. M. Delbrueck, AthMitt 25 (1900) 309f, reports that excavations of graves
on the south side of 'OM~ 'l'apo/-L'Y/Aiyyov, i.e. in the area just north of the

Dipylon Gate, yielded an opisthographic lead tablet that seemed to have
spells in the Doric dialect and to belong to Iva; it was found near an amphora containing a child's skeleton. Present location unknown.]
[In 1913 seven defixiones were discovered near the grave circle of Demetria
and Pamphile: see K. Kourouniotes, ArchEph 1913, 185 (phot., 186), who assigned their letter forms to IlIa or earlier. One tablet begins 1T'pO~ TCi~ llpa~,
?)iKa~ (c! 48), another Kam?)Et. Present location(s) unknown.]
["Some lead curse tablets rolled up and pierced with nails, as well as three
small 'coffins' the sides of which were attached with hinges," discovered in
1964 above a child's grave of ca 430 a in the Eridanos necropolis, are announced by B. SchlOrb-Vierneisel, AthMitt 81 (1966) 38 n.6 (phot., BeiI. 51.1
and D. C. Kurtz and J. Boardman, Greek Burial Customs [Ithaca 1971] PI.
46). SchlOrb-Vierneisel reports that in each coffin there lay on its side or face
down a lead doll with exaggerated genitals and with its hands bound behind.
The floors of two of the 'coffins' and the lid of a third are inscribed, as well
as the backs of two of the dolls. Letter forms, prosopography, and excavation
context suggest late va or early Iva; see Jordan (supra 9). Now in the Kerameikos Museum.]
[Two other lead tablets, neither yet published, were found in different places
near the banks of the Eridanos in the Kerameikos. The first, which is opisthographic, contains (Side A) a list of three men's names spelled backwards
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(nom., among them Satyrinos), the phrase Kat OCTOt J.£E<'Ta> (I.)aroptllo(V)
(NATYPINOI. tab.) eun Ka'Ta&O. The letter forms suggest Iva or IlIa. The
second tablet, whose letter forms appear to belong to the first centuries after
Christ, curses "whoever gave a cpaPJ.W.KOll to Hyakinthos." Both now in the
Kerameikos Museum.]
[W. Kovacsovics, AA 1984, 55 and n.68, has announced the discovery,
above a grave of Iva and among sherds of the last quarter of Iva, of a lead
tablet inscribed with the names of eight persons, some of them to be identified as contemporaries of Demosthenes.]
Pnyx
15. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos. PROV.: "A cranny of a rock ca. 4.00 m. east of the
southeast corner of the Long Stoa." TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.04, max. pr. W.
0.114; pierced with an iron nail. DATE: Late Iva or early IlIa (Jetter forms).
BIBL.: H. A. Thompson, Hesperia 5 (1936) 181 (drawing, Fig. 24).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Not completely read. Begins f>,.VCTtall 'TOll •••
[Kaha8w olK[l]all; later [Ol]Ktall Kat lpya.
[Thompson: "Overlying the bedrock around the eastern end of the Long
Stoa and behind the retaining walls to the northeast of the Stoa, possibly a
dozen more scraps of sheet-lead were found, the majority of them doubtless
from similar documents. The fragments, however, have suffered so much
from exposure that only an occasional letter is visible."]
'Sphageia' (south of Akropolis).
16. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 13086. DATE: Not given; probably
va or Iva if like most other Attic examples that are spelled backwards. BIBL.:
Stryd 2 (drawing, cols. 55f).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Spelled backwards. Each side is as it seems
written by a different person. What can be read of Side A seems to be a list
of names (nom.); the letters on Side B, shallowly incised with a blunter
instrument, are illegible.

17. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 13083. TABLET: H. 0.04, W. 0.095.
DATE: va or Iva (Jetter forms, spelling). BIBL.: Stryd 3 (drawing, col. 57).
[Wilhelm 122.1
INSCR.: Spelled backwards. Six names (nom.), three of them qualified with
demotics, one with a patronymic, two (one of them a woman's) unqualified.
18. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 13083. TABLET: H. 0.06, W. 0.185.
DATE: Iva (Wilhelm, from prosopography). BIBL.: Stryd 5 (drawing, cols.
57f). Wilhelm 121 (phot., Fig. 60).
INSCR.: After the heading (Jeol· eX.ya8fj roX71, the phrase Ka'Ta&O Kat OVK allaA.VCTW followed by six men's names (ace.), two of them qualified with their
fathers' names (gen.). A concluding phrase runs Ka'Ta8w 'TOVTO,> a-Trall'Ta,>

, 'TOll
,
1f'po,>

'EPILT/ll
~

, {'TOll
' } X (JOllWlI
I
,
'TOll
Kat"5:>..!\
'TOll uul\.WlI Kat' "
'TOll KaTOXOll Kat, TOll

"
"
\.'
EPWVlIWlI
Kat\OVK
allal\.VCTW.
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19. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 13083. DATE: Not given; Iva.
BIBL.: Stryd 4.
INscR.: Spelled backwards. Four men's names (nom.) plus Kat TO'> aAAo,> TO'>
/LET' EKEJlO [a] JlT[t8]iKO,> [a7TaJl ha,>.

[Stryd reports that a fifth tablet (Stryd 1), in three fragments of which two
join, was found in the area of 16-19; it was corroded beyond legibility. Now
in the National Museum, Athens?]

Agora
20. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 997. PROV.: Found in the lowest
layer of the dissolved mud-brick wall lying over House D in the Industrial
District (plan: Hesperia 20 [1951] 136). "It is entirely probable that the little
lead curse had been tucked into the foundation or under the floor of the
house somewhere and that it was thrown up from its original position by
[ancient] ransackers for building material." TABLET: H. 0.065, W. 0.145;
rolled up and pierced with a nail. DATE: Iva (letter forms, context). BIBL.: R.
S. Young, Hesperia 20 (1951) 222f (phot., Hesperia 18 [1949] PI. 39.2).
INscR.: KaTa8w (vidi: -8EW Young) plus a name qualified as TO< JI> XAaKEa
(for xaA-), 7TP0'>'> TO'> KCl:rW. Another bronzeworker is similarly named, as
well as some other persons, one of them a man from Lamia, another a
woman from Boiotia. The spellings of the names of the bronzeworkers and
possibly of others are jumbled.
21. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 493. PROV.: From a deposit of IP in a
well. TABLET: H. 0.23, W. 0.117. DATE: IP (context). BIBL.: G. W. Elderkin,
Hesperia 6 (1937) 389-95 (phot., Fig. 2). +1. and L. Robert, BulUpigr.
1938, 23. + D. R. Jordan, Glotta 58 (1980) 62-65. [H. S. Versnel, Faith,
Hope, and Worship (=Studies in Greek and Roman Religion 2 [Leiden
1981)) 22f.] SEG 30.326.
INscR.: Hekate in various forms, Plouton, the Fates, Persephone, and Hermes are invoked to punish thieves and those having knowledge of the theft
but denying it. The tablet bears a drawing of a six-armed Hekate (a bat
according to Elderkin) as well as three magical symbols.

22. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 372. PROV.: A well near the Hephaisteion. TABLET: H. 0.015, W. 0.225; Elderkin suggests that a large indentation in the tablet may have been made with a nail now lost. DATE: lIP to IVP
(Elderkin, from context); comparison with 23 suggests IIIP. BIBL.: Elderkin
(supra 21) 384-89 (phot., Fig. 1).
INscR.: Begins with the syllables Borphor- etc., like 23-34, 36, and several
other contemporary tablets from the Agora. Typhon (spelled Typhos) is
invoked with a formula much like that of 23, except that the first clause
gives instructions to chill the bodily parts of the intended victim, a woman identified by maternal lineage. The text continues, "Yes, lord Typhon,
avenge - - -, whom - - - bore (the names are cancelled on the tablet), and
help him because Philostrata, whom Gorgippia bore, [- - -] her priesthood
of A[" (Elderkin's translation). (Elderkin conjectured 'A~[po8iT7)'>, but on
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examining the tablet I can find only AL This is no doubt a ritual 8ta/30'A:r,
and does not mean that Philostrata was in fact, as Elderkin assumed, a priestess: see S. Eitrem, SymbOslo 2 [1924] 33-61, on such fictitious charges of
impiety in magical texts.) The chilling of the bodily parts is again urged. "lao
Iakoubia" etc. (see 23) introduce some other magical words not elsewhere
attested. A ~ ... OVT~ clause similar to that of 23 is followed by another
set of unique magical words, plus ";;871 ";;871, TaXV TaXv. The curse against the
bodily parts is repeated. To my eye the hand appears the same as that of 23.
23. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 72. PROV.: A well "just outside the
terrace wall of the Middle Stoa, directly north of its Pier 7 as counted from
the west; [the well] seems to have been placed near the middle of the back
wall of the small stoa that ran between the Odeion and the Civic Offices"
(Jordan). TABLET: H. 0.116, W. 0.16. DATE: HIP (context). BIBL.: Elderkin
(supra 21) 43-49 (phot., 44). *D. R. Jordan, ZPE 19 (1975) 245-48 (from
autopsy). +J. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1976, 48.
INSCR.: Begins with the syllables Borphor- etc. (cj 22 etc.). Typhon (here
correctly spelled) is invoked to bring general misery to an intended victim
named Eros, who is given maternal lineage. The text continues: "I hand over
to you Eros, whom Isigeneia bore, in order that you may ruin him and what
he has in mind, even in your dark air, and those with him. Bind into the
unilluminated aion of oblivion and chill and destroy whatever deeds he is
about to do. Chill and do not allow [what he is about to do]. If indeed what
Eros is about to do should be beset, Morzoune Alcheine Perpertharona laiaie,
I hand over to you Eros, whom Isigeneia bore. Mighty Typhon (magical
names beginning 'lao lakoubia': cj 22), let Eros be chilled and his affairs with
him. As these names are chilled, so too let the name, the breath, the impulse,
the mind, the spirit, the reckoning of Eros be chilled. Let him be deaf, dumb,
without mind, without heart, hearing nothing magical (? 1TEpiEP'YOIl)."
[T. L. Shear, AlA 37 (1935) 548 (phot. of eight tablets still rolled up, Fig. 7)
and Hesperia 4 (1935) 325 (same phot., Fig. 12), and G. W. Elderkin, Hesperia 5 (1936) 43, report that excavation of the same well (see 23) also
yielded 44 other tablets; from my count of the fragments, however, there
seem to be remains of over 60 tablets from the well, although possibly joins
can still be found that will reduce the number. Most of the fragments have
not been unrolled because of their brittleness. The tablets so far read follow
the same formula as 23 and most of them appear to be written by 23's writer.
Now in the Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 64-107 plus several uninventoried
fragments.]
24. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 950. PROV.: A well sunk into the
courtyard of the Poros Building (see M. Crosby, Hesperia 20 [1951] 168-87;
plan, 169) about 100 m. outside the southwest of the ancient Agora proper,
in the valley northwest of the Areopagus. TABLET: H. 0.115, W. 0.139.
DATE: Mid-IIIP (context). BIBL.: Jordan 1.
INSCR.: This and 25-39, all inscribed apparently by the same person and with
the same formula, are directed against athletes, 24-26 each against a wrestler
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named Eutychian. The formula is very much like that of 23, but after the
syllables Borphor- etc., the deity is addressed not as Typhon or Typhos but
by a name so far attested only in texts from this well, Bepty (t) or Betpy (t),
variously spelled. It is clear from elsewhere in the texts that this is another
appellation of Seth Typhon. Maternal lineage.

25. Loc.: Stoa of Atta)os, Agora inv. IL 960.

PROV.:

Same as 24.

TABLET:

H.

0.146, W. 0.059. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 2.
INSCR.: See 24.

26. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 957. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.073, W. 0.125. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 3.
INSCR.: See 24.
27. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 956. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.013, W. 0.097. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 4.
INSCR.: See 24.
28. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 955. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.057, max. pr. W. 0.198. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 5.
INSCR.: See 24. Against a Macedonian wrestler Petres.
29. Loe.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 958. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.223, W. 0.083 at top, 0.096 at bottom. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 6.
INseR.: See 24. Against a runner (?) about to compete in the Athenaia (i.e.
either the Athenian ephebic meet of this name or the Panathenaia). Maternal
lineage.

30. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 1000. PROV.: Same as 24 and
wrapped inside 34. TABLET: H. 0.053, max. pr. W. 0.07. DATE: See 24. BIBL.:
Jordan 7.
INSCR.: See 24. 30-32, apparently by the writer of 24-29, are intended to
spoil love affairs. The formula is similar to that of 24-29. Maternal lineage.
31. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 948+949. PROV.: Same as 24.
TABLET: H. 0.067, W. 0.101. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 8.
INSCR.: See 30. Against two men who visit a prostitute, to make them unsuccessful. Maternal lineage.

32. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 952. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.07, max. pr. W. 0.092. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 9.
INseR.: See 30. Against the prostitute of 31 and a man.
33. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 964. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET:
Max. pr. H. 0.059, max. pr. W. 0.065. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 10.
INSCR.: By the writer of 24-32. 24-29, against athletes, and 30-32, against
wooers, have virtually the same wording in the last several lines, and it is
only these lines that are preserved here. Purpose unclear.

34. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 959. PROV.: Same as 24 and wrapped
around 30. Max. pr. H. 0.092, W. 0.123. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 11.
INSCR.: By the writer of 24-33. Fragmentary and unclear.
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35. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 953. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: H.
0.06, max. pro W. 0.078. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 12.
INSCR.: By the writer of 24-34 but with a different formula. It addresses a
ghost, using some of the 'lao' names known from elsewhere (e.g. 22) and
variants on the magical names of Seth-Typhon known from 24-34. Fragmentary, but the word [(T]V"(U'&KAW"L~ suggests amatory matters.
36. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, Agora inv. IL 951. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET:
Max. pro H. 0.06, max. pro W. 0.059. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 13.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Not by the writer of 24-35 but with a similar
formula that apparently begins with expanded Borphor- syllables and invokes
Beptyt. Purpose unclear. Maternal lineage.
37. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, inv. IL 954. PROV.: Same as 24. TABLET: Max. pro
H. 0.089, max. pro W. 0.141. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan 14.
INSCR.: Very fragmentary. Possibly by the writer of 24-35. It preserves part
of what evidently was a sequence of Borphor- syllables. The formula is different from those of the well's other tablets. Purpose unclear.
38. Loc.: Stoa of Attalos, inv. IL 1737. PROV.: A well sunk into the courtyard of a Roman house behind the Stoa of Attalos along the road from the
Greek to the Roman Agora. TABLET: H. 0.157, W. 0.167. Rolled up around a
wad of hair. DATE: See 24. BIBL.: Jordan, Appendix.
INSCR.: By the writer of 24-35, in a similar but somewhat longer formula.
The object is the general demise of a woman, identified matrilineally. Evidently the writer had inscribed the rest of the text first and had left blank
spaces for the intended victim and her identification, for her name and lineage are written in letters smaller than the rest, as if squeezed to fit.
[In all, excavations of the Athenian Agora have yielded some 100 defixiones.
In addition to the tablets cited above, the following, unpublished, are of
particular interest: a tablet (inv. IL 669), not fully read, found on the floor of
the Tholos in a context that suggests, as do its letter forms, the first quarter
of va; an opisthographic tablet (inv. IL 1504) containing a list of names
(nom.) with deliberately jumbled spellings, found inside a miniature chytra
in a pyre burial of va or Iva; a list of men's names (nom.) followed by <l>eppeq,aT'T7J (inv. IL 836), found in a context of ca 400 a (announced at Hesperia
10 [1941] 6); 17 tablets (inv. IL 1695, 1704-19), found in a well in a context
of late Iva or IlIa, the legible texts being judiciary; an invocation of the
nymphs (inv. IL 976), found in a cistern of late IP or early liP; a tablet (inv.
IL 1722), found in a well in a context of HIP, reproducing a version of Audollent 74 and 75, directed against thieves.]
Dekeleia
39. Loc.: Zemaljski Musej Bosne i Hercegovine, Sarajevo. PROV.: Liosia,
according to the dealer. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.10, W. 0.055. Five nail holes
with remains of an iron nail. DATE: Not given; probably va or Iva if like
most other Attic examples that are spelled backwards. BIBL.: MUnsterberg,
Glasnik (non vid;); WissMitt 373 (drawing, Fig. 1).
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INSCR.: Spelled backwards. A list of twelve names (nom.), seven of men,
three of women, two ambiguous.
40. Loc.: Zemaljski Musej Bosne i Hercegovine. PROV.: Same as 39. TABLET:
H. 0.02-0.06, W. 0.22. Four nail holes with remains of an iron nail. BIBL.:
MUnsterberg, Glasnik (non vid;); WissMitt 376f (drawing, Fig. 2).
INscR.: In three columns, each cursing a separate person, with similar phrases.
At least one of the intended victims' names is masculine. The first curse, for
example, begins with the person's name (ace., spelling jumbled) and continues KaTa&)· tXT'TrEp TaVTa a VEJnraAL V, ovr[w] EKELVEL < a> VEJnraA/,V Kat
" Kat, EP'Ya
"
,
E1T'T/
Ta" TraVTa 'YEVOtTO.
41. Loc.: Zemaljski Musej Bosne i Hercegovine. PROV.: Same as 39. TABLET:
H. 0.11, W. 0.185. At least ten nail holes with remains of an iron nail. DATE:
Not given. Probably va or Iva if like most other Attic examples that are
spelled backwards. BIBL.: MUnsterberg, Glasnik (non vid;); WissMitt 377
(drawing, Fig. 3).
'
INSCR.: Spelled backwards, to be read from the bottom up. Published text:
3I.cJ>oato~ <> A1Y{J7rno~, 2T[v]vB[ap11 Kat] @EOKPLT1JV Tl";'V Ai[ov TOV] A<l>ytJ1TTLOV.

Ilisos
[It is reported, AthMitt 25 (1900) 454, that in the course of an authorized
private excavation three defixiones were found in a cemetery of va or Iva
near the Ilisos. Present location (s) unknown.]
Daphne?
[In the Kanellopoulos Museum, Athens, is a large defixio, not fully read,
whose letter forms I should tentatively assign to Iva or ma. According to the
man from whom it was bought, it was found in the area of the Daphne
Monastery.]
Vari
[J. E. Jones, A. J. Graham, and L. H. Sackett, BSA 68 (1973) 373, announce
that in an Attic country house of the second half of Iva below the Cave of
Pan, they have discovered a lead "sheet fr., very thin, roughly rectangular,
L. 0.125 m., W. 0.06 m., folded lengthwise into tube, and pierced by several
round holes. Purpose unknown. Found in room IV, from fill north of rectangular base." Is this sheet a defixio?]
Exact provenance unknown
42. Loc.: Unknown. Formerly in the Froehner Collection in the Cabinet des
Mooailles of the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. TABLET: H. 0.08, W. 0.15;
rolled up around an iron nail. DATE: First half of Iva (prosopography). BIBL.:
L. Robert, Coll. Froehner 11 (from W. Froehner's transcription and notes).
INSCR.: Judiciary. After KaTa&;) (-Bew Froehner) TO~ Ev8avTa EII'YE'YpaJ,LJ.LEIIO~ Kat lfvBpa~ Kat 'YVvatKa~ OUot EII8awa EV'YE'YpalLJ.LEllot Eiutv, TrPO~
'EPIL1111
~,
, ~
II...I.,{
, .,
..
[,]
I
KaTOXOV Kat 1111 Kat EPUEo/"IIEtaV, Kat OUTrEp 01, Trap a TaVT1JV
a</xKVOIITaL otKaBE VOUTOUt, OT~ 0;' Ev8aVTa aVTtBtKOt TeAO~ Aa{36vTov rii~

r

,
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[SiKh1~, there is "dans un reseau de fils" a long list of men's names (nom.,
nom. +gen., or nom. + demotic) and an unnamed woman identified as fhryan1p+gen. After one of the men's names, his profession, KpOK01TWA.'Y/~, is
given.
43. Loc.: See 42. TABLET: H. 0.117, W. 0.12; folded into quarters and
pierced with a nail, L. 0.105. DATE: Iva (Robert, from the genitive I.VplnKO
in line 4). BIBL.: Robert, Coli. Froehner 12 (from Froehner's transcription
and notes).
INSCR.: Against the same persons as Audollent 70-72 and WUnsch 70-71,
with much the same wording as these tablets.
44. Loc.: In private hands; bought at Athens. TABLET: H. 0.75, W. 0.11.
DATE: Middle of Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Peek, Kerameikos 9 (phot., Taf.
24).
INSCR.: After the phrase At7'iaIJ Ka7'aS[w] 7TPO~ 7'(W 'Epp:ijIJ 7'OIJ 1,<c;l7'O [X]OIJ
[Kat n])IJ <l>E[P]UE4KlV'Y/V, Litias' bodily parts are named. Similar formulae for
seven other intended victims, with the curse against Lilias repeated at the
end, this time with Kat 7'OV dAts".,V after Persephone's name.

45. Loc.: In the hands of an antiquities dealer at Athens. TABLET: H. 0.041,
W. 0.088. DATE: Iva (from the demotic '0ij8EV and spelling). BIBL.: M.-Th.
Couilloud, BCH 91 (1967) 513-15 (phot., PI. XXII. 1) . SEG 24.262.
INSCR.: Eight names (nom.), four of them qualified with demotics alone, one
with a father's name (gen.) , one unqualified, two (the only women in the
list) followed by men's names (gen.) and demotics.
46. Loc.: With 45. TABLET: H. 0.055, W. 0.16. DATE: Middle of Iva (tetter
forms). BIBL.: Couilloud (supra 45) 515-17 (phot., PI. XXII.2). SEG 24.263.
INSCR.: Two columns, MV7'i~, n]v yAWTTav aVrij~ Kat n]IJ I/IVx:YW Kat Ta
Epya EvaV[Tia yJEVOtTO a1TavTa in the left, a list of nine names (nom.), two
of them women's, in the right. Some of the words are written upside down.
47. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.03, W. 0.11.
DATE: Iva (tetter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 15.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Largely illegible. Perhaps a list of names
(nom.?) with demotics. Ziebarth could read AV<Tip.axo~ 'AA.W<1TE>K<-ij>8EV.
48. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.08, W. 0.075.
DATE: Ca 323 a (Ziebarth, from prosopography). BIBL.: Ziebarth 1 (using O.
Weinreich's readings; phot., Taf. 1). + Robert, Coli. Froehner pp.13f. +S.
Eitrem, Gnomon 12 (1936) 558. +W. Peek, AthMitt 67 (1942) 166f.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: across the the top of the tablet KaTaSW, KaTopwTw, af/xxv"'w e{ a V8pW'TTW V, beneath which there are three columns containing names (nom. or acc.) , some of them qualified with abbreviated demotics, three with their professions (a painter, a flour[?]-seller, a
scribe), and two as metics. All the names are men's except two in the third
column, which are indented to the right. Side B: three columns, the first two
a list of names like that of Side A, the third, written at right angles to the
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first two, a similar list plus Ka'm[MJ] Kat E7TT1 Kat E[p]ya Kat 'Api<T[Tav]8pov
(who may be named on Side A); four names in the second column are those
of women, each qualified as i\.aLKa<TTpc.a (vidi: unread by Ziebarth).
49. Loc.: Munich Antiquarium, Alter Bestand, inv. III 1146. TABLET: Max.
pr. H. 0.06, max. pr. W. 0.155. DATE: Late Iva or early IlIa. BIBL.: Abt 5.
Ziebarth p.l031. *Eitrem (supra 48).
INSCR.: Judiciary. There are several lacunae, but the text seems to begin
MEvw[va Kam8w?] and to mention an [Ev]8EL~LV and [rr,v 8iK'Y/v?] 1jv aywvi{,E<TfJaL J,Lb.,AEL EV T4) MaLJ,La [KT ]1)ptWVL. The verbs [a</>a] vi,w and E1TLKaT0PV[TTW] are used, and Menon's uVV8C.KOL are included in the curse.

50. Lac.: Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. TABLET: H. 0.069, W. 0.09.
DATE: Iva (letter forms, spelling). BIBL.: W. S. Fox, AlP 34 (1913) 74-76
(drawing, 75). +F. Pfister, WKP 31 (1914) 917f (non vid;).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: several men's names (nom., once
nom. +gen,) , some of them written upside down. Side B (not read): one line
only.
51. Lac.: Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. TABLET: Roundish tablet, Diam.
ca 0.09. DATE: Late Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Fox (supra 50) 76-80 (drawing, 77).
INSCR.: Judiciary curse in three columns, the first (17 lines) filling most of
the tablet, the second (seven lines) just to the left of the first, the third (five
lines) beneath and at right angles to the second. The intended victim, who is
called an aVTi8c.KO~, is cursed (KaTaSW) along with his bodily parts and his
uVJl8LKot.

52. Lac.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.06, W. 0.06.
DATE: 1118 (letter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 5 (using O. Weinreich's readings;
phot., Tar. 1).
INSCR.: Against a <T'TLYJ,LaTLaS (sic) who is a netweaver, his business and
workshop, as well as three men whose patronymics (gen,) and demotics are
given. Note the juxtaposition of the slave (so <T'TLYJ,LaTEa~, unless we are to
assume a pregnant sense: cj Kratinos fr.330 K., where the word is applied to
a citizen whose property has been mortgaged) and free citizens.
53. Lac.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.02, W. 0.10.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 18 (using Weinreich's readings).
INSCR.: Three names (nom,) with demotics.
54. Lac.: Unknown. Seen by Gell at Athens along with WUnsch 99. PROV.:
Inferred from the similarity of its formula to that of WUnsch 99 and from the
occurrence of the name Ageteas on both tablets. BIBL.: R. P. Austin, BSA 27
(I925-26) 73 (from a notebook of Sir William Gell's now in the British
School at Athens).
INSCR.: From Gell's majuscule transcription published by Austin, I read [El~
TO] / OOtJ,LOvwv <TKOTELVOV Kat KaTaxfJovc.wv (for -ov) Kat / [- - -] Ei~
oA.ov~ TOV~ (JEOV~ / nALAfHI: 1TEWrrw SWpov (ej 109) a1ToKaTw Ei~ rr,v
yijv / 0 1TpW'rJII 'AYETEa~ 1ToA.i'T1)~.

JORDAN, D. R., A Survey of Greek Defixiones Not Included in the Special Corpora , Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 26:2 (1985:Summer) p.151

166

A SURVEY OF GREEK DEFIXIONES

[Abt 2 (with a drawing but no transcription) is a lead tablet with a text of
five lines, illegible from the published drawing. Munich Antiquarium, Alter
Bestand, at the time of publication,]
Salamis
55. PROV.: The acropolis of the town. TABLET: Roundish, Diam. 0.065-0.08;
pierced with a nail, L. 0.65. BIBL.: A. D. Keramopoullos, '0 O:'TT07'V/-L7T'avur,.rot; (Athens 1923) ll1f (drawing, ElK. 17). ·SEG 2.51 (with conjectures by
A. Wilhelm).
INseR.: The text in SEG begins 2EVO¢V-OV / Ka'Taypac/x» / CDX/C (for ['E]p'x~i [a]? Wilhelm).
[Keramopoullos also refers (11) to an "O~t; EvpE(JEwa w' E/-LOV EV LaAa,.uVL (7T'p/JA. 'ApX. dEA'T. 1917, UEA. 484 0"'fJ1.,J Em TIlt; XEPUOV,.Juov TIoVV'Tat;
(8.,.,A. TIlt; O:Kp07T'OAE~ TIlt; o:pxaLat; 7T'OAE~ TIl~ LaAa,.uvo~)," but the reference must be incorrect, for there is no mention of the defixiones on the page
that he cites,]
AIGINA
[1. Papachristodoulou, De/lion 25 (970) Chron. 131, has announced the
discovery of a defixio (phot., TILV. 99) in a grave at MVAOL (plans, !'Xe8. 1,
2). The tablet was apparently folded about an iron nail.]
KORINTHIA
Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Akrocorinth
[N. Bookidis, Hesperia 41 (972) 304, and R. S. Stroud, AlA 77 (973) 228f,
have announced the discovery of fourteen defixiones of the Roman period,
some of them pierced with nails. Most of the texts are directed against
women,]
Gymnasium Area of Corinth
[J. Wiseman, Hesperia 38 (969) 70, has announced the discovery of three
defixiones in 1967 and 1968 in the excavation of the Apsidal Building (plan,
68), one in the setting trench for one of the walls (inv. MF 12994; phot., Pl.
21a), the other two from the setting trench for the apse and from a court
area outside the apse Gnv. MF 68-271 and MF 68-272, both still rolled up;
phot., PI. 21b). The letter forms of inv. MF 12994, which is not yet fully
read, I should tentatively assign to IVP or VP,]
[Wiseman 70 n.lO: "Still another lead scroll, MF 68-273, was found near the
east end of the Gymnasium South Stoa .... Only a short piece of the scroll
is preserved."]
[Wiseman, Hesperia 41 (1972) 33, reports that in a room of an underground
bath complex called "The Fountain of the Lamps" (plan, 11; phot., PI. 3),
"four large lead scrolls ... were discovered; MF 69-112 and MF 69-118 were
found inside basin 4, MF 69-113 and 114 between the basins and the bench,
but below the level of the bench seat .... One ... (MF 69-114) carries a
carefully engraved representation of an anguipede who holds a raised sword
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in his right hand, a gleaming staff in his left; a snake is wrapped about the
staff. The head and the body of the figure are human." Inv. MF 69-114, read
in part, appears to curse the performance of an athlete (?) EV 1'4' KipKCP; inv.
MF 69-118 invokes the "holy and powerful nymphs" to curse a retired (?)
mimic actress.]
Near the National Highway north of Corinth
[Excavations in 1961 unearthed three defixiones (inv. MF 10239, MF 10240,

MF 10281) in tombs of IP or lIP. H. S. Robinson, who was in charge of the
excavations, tells me that the skeleton in one of the tombs was that of a
young man.]
Isthmus
[0. Broneer, Isthmia II (Princeton 1973) 115, has announced the discovery
of two lead tablets in a context of early Roman date in a well in the Sacred
Glen. One of them, inv. IM-2820, opisthographic and originally rolled up,
has drawings of four men, presumably athletes, as well as a text, inscribed on
one side, and an elaborate semicircular diagram, full of magical words, on
the other. The second tablet, uninventoried and reported to be uninscribed,
has proved, upon being unrolled, to have, on the inside, Greek letters,
which have so far, however, resisted attempts at interpretation.]
NEMEA

56. Loc.: Nemea Museum, inv. IL 81. PROV.: The upper levels of sections M
16/17 (plan, Miller 12 Fig. 4). BIBL.: Stephen G. Miller, Hesperia 46 (1977)
13 (phot., PI. 7.d). SEG 24.421(2).
INseR.: Two names, IIvpFaAiwv and KVKAia~.
57. Loe.: Nemea Museum, inv. IL 327. PROV.: A pit at the southwestern
corner of the sanctuary. DATE: Not given; late Iva? (vidi, letter forms).
BIBL.: Stephen G. Miller, Hesperia 49 (1980) 196f (phot. of tablet rolled up,
PI. 47.d). SEG 30.353.
INseR.: A 'Trennungszauber' to turn one person from another, whose bodily
parts are listed from head to toe.
[Miller announces, Hesperia 50 (1981) 64f, 67, the discovery of five other
defixiones in the sanctuary, inv. IL 367, 369, 370, 372, 373; 367 and 372,
whose letter forms suggest a late Hellenistic date, seem to be inscribed by
one person and to have a formula quite like that of 57.1
THESPIAI

[At De/tion 1890, 164.19, it is announced that of the finds of the French
excavation that year a squarish lead sheet with a barely readable inscription
in small letters (EVp. rEV. 'E<f>op. 1715) was deposited in the National Museum, Athens.]
THEBES

[A. D. Keramopoullos, Deltion 3 (1917) 243f, has announced that excavation
of Grave 20 in the 'Kolonaki' section in the southern part of the city yielded
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fragments of three lead sheets, two of which were pierced with nails. The
sheets may be uninscribed, however.]
SPARTA
[G. Steinhauer, former Ephor of Antiquities at Sparta, has been kind enough
to allow me to study and to mention here a badly corroded fragment of an
inscribed lead tablet (inv. 6406/25; max. pr. H. 0.075, max. pro W. 0.052)
that he unearthed in 1972 in the foundations of a house on 'OBO~ TWV TptaKOUI.mV near the modern stadium. Among the objects found at the same
depth were Hellenistic terracotta figurines and potsherds; the few discernible
letters do not disagree with a date of Iva or IlIa. The little that can be read is
compatible with a list of names whose endings are 10st.1
DELOS
58. Loc.: Delos Museum, inv. B 7539. PROV.: A well in a house at the foot
of the 'rue de l'Inopos'. TABLET: H. 0.14, W. 0.14. DATE: Not given. Ia or
IP? (letter forms). BIBL.: Ph. Bruneau, Recherches sur les cultes de Delos
(Paris 1970) 649-53 (drawings, 651, 653; phot., PI. XVII, XVIII). +J. Triantaphyllopoulos, in Melanges helleniques o.fferts a Georges Daux (Paris 1974)
332f.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Not fully read. Side A invokes the .wpc.o[d
8EO;' l:vKovawL and the [K]vpi<a> 8E<a> l:vpia 7} l:vKovai[a?] against
someone who stole a necklace (?) as well as against those having knowledge
of or participating in the theft. The gist of Side B seems to be the same, but
the thief's brain, soul, muscles, and hands are also cursed, and finally there
is an inclusive curse of him from his head to his toenails (?).
59. Loc.: Delos Museum? PROV.: The 'Magazin aux Colonnes' (plan, BCH
29 [1905] PI. VIII). TABLET: Max. pro (?) H. 0.047, W. 0.09. BIBL.: A. Jarde,
BCH 29 (1905) 40. L. Robert, Hellenica III (1946) 116. Bruneau (supra 58)
650.
INSCR.: "Une lame de plomb ou sont decoupees les figures de deux guerriers
ou gladiateurs combattants et ou se lit, croyons-nous, l'inscription AEVK[c.o~]"
(Jarde).
RHODES
[I. Zervoudaki, De/tion 28 (1973) Chron. 622, reports the discovery of an
opisthographic lead tablet (phot., TILJI. 591) among ruins of a rectangular
shrine (plan, l:xe8. 11) in the northern part of the town of Rhodes. Among
the objects found in the structure were numerous terracotta hydrophoroi. Cj.
R. A. Higgins apud J. N. Coldstream, Knossos: the Sanctuary of Demeter (BSA
Suppl. 8 [1973]) 68: "Hydrophoroi ... were common at this Sanctuary [at
Knossos] in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. Such figures are recorded at
other Greek sites, nearly always in connection with the worship of Demeter."]
AMORGOS
60. PROV.: The field ofD. Prasinos near Arkesine. TABLET: H. 0.21, W. 0.05.
Nail hole. DATE: No earlier than II a (Homolle); "wohl aus nachchristlicher
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Zeit" (Homolle); early lI a (Zingerle, from the resemblance to papyrus enteuxeis); "allerdings wUrden die starken Vulgarismen, wenn anders sie authentisch sind, dann wirklich sensationell werden, wenn wir Zingerles Hinaufdatierung ... annehmen" (Bjorck). BIBL.: Th. Homolle, BCH 25 (1901)
412-30 (after two copies made by Prasinos). [R. WUnsch, BPW 25 (1901)
1081.] IG XII.7 p.l. [K. Latte, Heiliges Recht (TUbingen 1920) 81. 1. Zingerie, in Strena Buliciana (Zagreb 1924) 186 n.3, and JOAIBeibl 23 (1926)

67-72. G. Bjorck, Der F1uch des Christen Sabinus (Leipzig 1938) 1'29-31.]
F. Bomer, Untersuchungen iiber die Religion der Sklaven IV (= AbhMainz
1963.10) 136f.
INscR.: KlJpia dT/J.LT,TrJP {3auiAuJ'(ra is invoked (7TpOU7TL7TTW d SouAo,> uov) to
punish someone who beguiled the slaves of the defigens to escape. There is a
reminiscence, in the phrase J.L-q ,..ii, J.L-q 8aAauua Kap7Tov EVEvKal:ro, of the
kind of curse often found in public inscriptions (see Homolle 426 n.3). The
wording also resembles that of some of the official enteuxeis preserved on
papyrus (Zingerle).
ERETRIA?
61. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. DATE: Iva. BIBL.: Ziebarth 4.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Very fragmentary, but the word avnSLKov,>
suggests judiciary purpose. The verb Ka1'aOOJ is used.
62. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.04, W. 0.07.
Nail holes. DATE: IlIa? BIBL.: Ziebarth 20.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Very fragmentary. Side A: apparently a list of
names (case-endings not preserved). Side B: 7TP0'> 1'£1'> IIpa~LSiKa,>, 7TP0,>
'Ep[.u:ryv] ... A.
63. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: H. not given; W. ca 0.04.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 21.
INscR.: Published text: Xa{dpL7T<7T>OV / KamSw [E]vST/ - - - / •.. AL7TOV.
KARYSTOS
64. Loc.: Froehner Collection, Cabinet des Medailles, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. TABLET: H. 0.09, W. 0.05. Flat molded lead figurine, sex not
indicated. DATE: Iva (Guarducci). BIBL.: Robert, Coli. Froehner 13 (phot.,
PI. VIII). Guarducci 248f.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: two curses, one below and at right
angles to the other. The first begins Ka1'a'Ypacf>w EiuwSa ~ v A < v> 1'oKAEa,>
7TPO'> 1'OV 'EpJ.Lfi 1'OV Ka1'0XOV, the second the same except that the verb is
Ka1'aSEUJ.LEVw. They continue, the first with Ka1'EXE aV1'-q < V> 7Tapa ua < V>1'OV and the second with [X]iPE'>, 7TOSE'> EluwSo,> , qwJ.La (vidi: EiuwSa,
uWJ.La Robert). Side B (previously unrecorded): at least one line of text,
badly damaged.
SAMOTHRACE
[E. B. Dusenbery, Archaeology 20 (1967) 117f (phot., 119), has announced
the discovery, in the South Necropolis but not in a grave, of a defixio with a
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ten-line text consisting of a list of names. The letter forms suggest Iva. Now
in the Samothrace Museum.]
EXACT PROVENANCE UNKNOWN
65. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 9345. TABLET: H. 0.095, W. 0.08.
Eleven nail holes. DATE: Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 11.
INSCR.: Names (?), possibly written in code, before and after the words
TTj < IJ> pLIJa.
66. Lac.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: H. 0.05, W. 0.04. DATE: IVa
(letter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 10.
INSCR.: "Buchstaben ... von rechts nach links laufend." The published text:
[LW]<TLj3W<; / vac. mTKETj vac. / [NEKhaIJLj3Lov vac. / vac. / 'APUI vac. / KCL
67. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.05, max. pro W.
0.05. DATE: Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 9. +0. Kern, GGA 204
(1942) 21 n.l.
INSCR.: Apparently a list of names (acc.), at least one a woman's, another
followed by a name in the genitive, then [K]t;tt iepi.a Kat TE [A]OO'Th1IJ (for
-[A]eO'T-) 'ApTi.~,dSo<; K[ai] - - -. The curse formula seems to be KaTt;tS41
(vidi: -si.[w] Ziebarth) 1TP0<; <T>TjIJ ['EKaTTjIJ (?)] n1[IJ] x(JOIJLaIJ [Kai
- - -] Kat T<)[IJ 'Epf.L-ij IJ (?) 1.
68. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.03, W. 0.06.
DATE: Iva (letter forms, with inferences from prosopography). BIBL.: Ziebarth 2 (phot., Taf. 1).
INSCR.: Judiciary: KaTaSw KaAALO'TpaToIJ Kai TOV<; O'VIJTjyopovk] avTOv 1TaIJTa<; KaTaSw.

69. Lac.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470.8. TABLET: H. 0.06, W. 0.06.
DATE: Iva or IlIa (letter forms). BIBL.: Ziebarth 6, using readings by O.
Weinreich.
INSCR.: The de/igens curses (KamSw) the works and bodily parts (?) of two
men.
70. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, TABLET: In two pieces. Fr. i: H. 0.08,
max. pro W. 0.05; fro ii: H. 0.04, max. pr. W. 0.05. DATE: "Late writing."
BIBL.: Ziebarth 27.
INSCR.: Fragmentary. Hekate katachthonia and Kerberos seem to be invoked.

71. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: H. 0.035, W. 0.1. BIBL.: Ziebarth 3.
I NSCR.: JUdiciary. Published text: KpaTwIJ [aJ, aTj [J.I,liaIJ (for -i.aIJ Ziebarth)

{A} [K]amSw [O']VIJSiKOV<;.
72. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.08, max. pr. W.
0.07. Two nail holes. BIBL.: Ziebarth 7. +E. Ziebarth, GGA 204 (942) 21 n.l.
INSCR.: Mostly lost. A woman identified by name and profession (she is a
seamstress) is cursed ([Kam]Sw), as well as a man identified by name only.
73. National Museum, Athens. TABLET: H. 0.06, max. pr. W. 0.05. One nail
hole. BIBL.: Ziebarth 8. +A. Rehm, GGA 204 (1942) 21 n.l.
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INSCR.: Against a NLKwv[a 'E<f>]Euwv, his mind, his business, and his house
(?), all in the accusative. No governing verb.
74. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470.4. TABLET: H. 0.04, W. 0.06.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 12, using Weinreich's readings.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Apparently a list of men's and women's names
(nom.).
75. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.035, W. 0.13.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 13, using Weinreich's readings.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic, beginning 'Epf..I:ij d[T]OXE Ka<i> [1] KCtT0XE
Ka<i> <ppEuu[El<POI"T)" KaTEXE 'A<f>poBiT'Tw Against Aphrodite, her tongue,
soul, chattel.
76. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: H. 0.085, W. 0.04.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 14, published unseen, from Weinreich's readings.
INscR.: A list of men's names (nom.).
77. Loc.: National Museum, Athens, inv. 14470. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.015,
max. pro W. 0.03. BIBL.: Ziebarth 16, using Weinreich's readings.
INscR.: A small chip whose preserved text has no discernible meaning.
78. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. BIBL.: Ziebarth 17, using Weinreich's
readings.
INscR.: Mostly lost. A list of names (nom.)? "Buchstaben meist von rechts
nach links."
79. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. TABLET: In two pieces. Fr. i: max. pr.
H. 0.025, max. pro W. 0.06; fr. ii: H. 0.025, max. pr. W. 0.055. BIBL.: Ziebarth 26.
INSCR.: Published text: Fr. i, EV/Kam"ypaqm Cl:7TOKEPVT7W / ~E<f>tAOV 0; Fr. ii,
['E]Klh7] Kamx80 [vLa] / Kat nEpUE<POV7].

80. National Museum, Athens. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.04, max. pr. W. 0.05.
BIBL.: Ziebarth 28.
INscR.: Mostly lost. (Finger?)nails, eyes (?), the spine, and the feet are
mentioned.

81. Loc.: National Museum, Athens. BIBL.: Ziebarth 29.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A begins [KahEXE7E TtJ.UX~EV ("Tt~ < V>87]v?" Ziebarth: correct to nplx<; EV?) 'OAV/-L7Tq> and after a lacuna resumes
with what may be part of a dactylic verse (Kat rJ>of3EP~ KaT' "OAV/-L7TOV) but
after another lacuna seems to have reverted to prose (Kanx NtKavBpa<<;?>
dPKL[~W]. Side B, to judge from the published text, contains only magical
words.
ILLYRICUM

DOMAVIA (Srebrnica)
[M. Sasel Kos writes me that D. Srejovic, Cianci i grada (a local historical
journal published at Tuzla, Bosnia) 6 (1965) IOf (non vid;) , has announced
the discovery of a defixio with cursive Greek writing.]
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SISCIA
82. Loc.: National Museum, Zagreb. PROV.: The bed of the river Kupa
(ancient Kolapis). TABLET: Irregularly shaped. H. 0.148, W. 0.102. Folded
horizontally six times, then pierced with a nail. BIBL.: V. Hoffiller, B. Saria,
Antike Inschriften aus Jugoslavien I (Zagreb 1938) 526 (phot., p.240).
INscR.: A column of men's (?) names, some abbreviated, most followed by
a raised dot. Most names are Latin in Greek transliteration. One of the men
is described as E1TtTEV~a~ a1TOCTL#Ul (for -O"T/#Ul, addendum lexicis) "treating of
(serving?) a legal summons (?)."
AUSTRIA

DONNERSKIRCHEN
83. PROV.: Findspot unknown~ tablet discovered in 1974 by H. Novak of
Vienna. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.045, max. pro W. 0.078. DATE: IVP. BIBL.: E.
Weber, RomOsterr 3 (1975) 286-88 (phot., Taf. 22.1; drawing, 287).
INscR.: Published text: 'A(JTl"a 2 a fJA.ava· ava'A 3f3a 'Iaw II~[otfrwv?] 4 TOV IIopl'Twv?] 5 •••. "Vollig Uberraschend und auch sonst, soviel ich sehe, nicht
belegt ist, dass als erste Gottheit an den Spitze Athene angerufen wird."
BURGENLAND
[Weber (supra 83) 288 (phot., Taf. 22.2) has announced the discovery in
1973 of a lead tablet. "Sie war in ein starkes, jetzt an der Oberseite zum
Teil weggebrochenes Bleiblech eingeschlagen. Zusatzlich hatte man versucht,
durch Platte und Umschlag einen starken vierkantigen Nagel (?) zu trieben,
doch ist das nicht vollsHindig gelungen: das Loch geht nicht ganz durch. Aile
diese Anzeichen sprechen fUr eine allerdings auffallend grosse und schwere
tabella defixionis." It is of course too early to know whether the tablet is
inscribed in Greek.]
SICILY

KAMARINA
Necropolis at Passo Marinaro
84. Loc.: Syracuse Museum. TABLET: H. 0.013, W. 0.080. DATE: va or Iva
(Olivieri, from letter forms)~ ca 4508 (Jeffery, Miller). BIBL.: P. Orsi, Mon
Ant 14 (1904) 922-25 (drawing of Side A, Fig. 119), with notes by A. Olivieri. + A. Wilhelm, Beitriige zur gr. Inschriftenkunde (=SonderschrWien 7
[1909]) 211. Pace 9 (same drawing, Fig. 65). [Jeffery, "Comments" 14,
LSAG 276 no. 20.] + Miller 22.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. "Traces of women's names" (Jeffery, "Comments"). Side A: Orsi's drawing implies AaKatva l1a#UlPETa ANA8IMENH
('Ava~,J,UVT/~ Wilhelm, taking the L of K~T ASI below to be part of this
word) / [AaKawa (?) ~a#L]apETa KVI'ALI (K' v?a<TL? Olivieri; Kv<p>Ta
Wilhelm). Side B: ...... AVIA (e.g. K]a<i> vuHud?).
85. Loc.: Syracuse Museum. TABLET: H. 0.024, W. 0.115; the inscribed part
is pierced with a nail. DATE: va or Iva (Olivieri, from letter forms)~ mid-V8 ?
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(Jeffery). BIBL.: Orsi (supra 84) 922-25 (drawing of Side A, Fig. 120), with
notes by Olivieri. Pace 10 (same drawing of Side A, Fig. 66). [Jeffery,
"Comments" 15.]
INseR.: Tablet opisthographic. Very fragmentary. Side A: apparently two
names (nom.) spelled backwards. Side B: ..... AEMA.
86. Loc.: Syracuse Museum? PROV.: A grave. TABLET: Oval. H. 0.050, W.
0.083.

DATE:

va or Iva (Olivieri); late va? (Jeffery); late va (Miller).

BIBL.:

Orsi (supra 84) 925f (drawing, Fig. 121), with notes by Olivieri. Pace 11
(same drawing, Fig. 67). [Jeffery, "Comments" 16.] Miller 24.
INseR.: Apparently a list of names (nom. or nom. +gen.)
87. Loc.: Syracuse Museum, inv. 23963. TABLET: H. 0.0825, W. 0.165.
DATE: The period immediately before 482 8 (Ribezzo); ca 4508? (Jeffery); ca
450 8 (Miller). BIBL.: F. Ribezzo, RivIGI 8 (1924) 263-65 (drawing, 264).
* SEG 4.29, with emendations by G. Cronert and E. Schwyzer. Pace 12.
[Jeffery, "Comments" 17, LSAG 279 no. 12.] Miller 20.
INSCR.: Mevov Aapia E!'['YpacPEL (?)] plus a list of names (mostly acc., three
[one of them a woman's] nom.). Most of the men's names are followed by
those of their fathers (gen.), the woman's by her mother's (gen.).
88. Loc.: Syracuse Museum, inv. 24086. TABLET: 0.041 x 0.035 (sic). DATE:
Ca 4508? (Jeffery, Milled, ca 450a -425 8 (SEG). BIBL.: Ribezzo (supra 87)
266-68 (drawing, 266). A. Vogliano, BFC 32 (1925-26) 161 (non vid;).
*SEG 4.30, with emendations by Cronert and Schwyzer. Pace 13. + Jeffery,
"Comments" 18, LSAC [276 no. 18], 411 (partial drawing, PI. 52). SEC
16.542. Miller 21.
INseR.: Boustrophedon. [Oi]SE (or TOi]SE) 'YE'Ypa{3aTaL hrt. SVU7Tpa'Yi[aL TOV]
Kepoov, plus a list of names (nom. or nom.+gen.). Ends [Oi]SE (or [Toi]SE)
7TaV'TE~

8VUUOOL.

Exact provenance unknown
89. Loc.: Syracuse Museum, inv. 24089. DATE: II a (SEG). BIBL.: F. Ribezzo,
RivIGI 11 (1927) 147ff (with drawing) (non vid;). *SEG 4.31, with emendations by Cronert.
INSCR.: Judiciary. Against several persons (nom. +gen.). At least three and
possibly four are sons of one man, Aristomachos. Ends Kat aUo~, OUrlL~
JL]ap,TVp7}crn 'ApLUTO~XWL, ~[vhe'YpavT[ad (?) Kat. rijVOL Kat. rijvo~ 'A[pdUT(jJLaXO~ 'ApiUTW [~x.]x.vUTa[d (?).
GELA
90. Loc.: Gela Museum? PROV.: Under a skeleton in Grave 19 of the necropolis. TABLET: Now in three pieces. Combined dimensions: H. 0.055, W.
0.55. DATE: V8 (Guarducci); ca 450 a (Miller). BIBL.: [Po Orsi, MonAnt 17
(1906) 472-74 (drawing, Fig. 326). Jeffery, "Comments" 13. M. Guarducci,
ASAtene N.S. 21-22 (1959-60) 269 (another [?] drawing, Fig. 13). Jeffery,
LSAG 278 no. 57.] Miller 54. [A. Brugnone, Kokalos 24 (1978) 66 (drawing
reproduced from Guarducci, Fig. 2).]
INseR.: Possibly a list of names (nom.?) spelled backwards.
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91. Loc.: Rare Book Room, University of North Carolina Library, Chapel
Hill. PROV.: Deduced from letter forms. TABLET: H. 0.062, W. 0.171. DATE:
Ca 450a (letter forms). BIBL.: Miller pp.65-109 (drawing, 68).
INSCR.: Written, in the 'red' alphabet, on the back of an earlier official document in the 'blue' alphabet. A man curses (a7TOypacfxu), on behalf of another
man (Eunikos), all xop'Y}yoi, their children, and their fathers, "to futility
both in the contest and outside the contest." "Let no one be more successful
with men or women than Eunikos." The text ends, "may they preserve
victory for Eunikos always (and) everywhere . . . . Because of my friendship
for Eunikos I write (this)" (Miller's translation).
PHILOSOPHIANA? (Sofiana)
[D. Ademesteanu, BdA IV.48 (1963) 263f and 273 (phot., Fig. 9), has announced the discovery, in the course of investigations of the early Christian
basilica and cemetery in the region of Sofiana (south of the River Gela), of
an inscribed lead tablet found in a context dated by a coin of Herakleios.
Neither the tenor nor even the language of the text is apparent from the
photograph.]
PHINTIAS
92. Loc.: Licata Museum? TABLET: H. 0.19, W. 0.09, Th. 0.02. DATE: Halla
(Latin onomastics, orthography, letter forms). BIBL.: G. Manganaro, Kokalos
26-27 (1980-81) 458 (phot., Tav. XXVI). SEG 31.837.
INSCR.: Men's names (nom.) plus Ka'Taypacfxu.
AKRAGAS
93. Loc.: In a private collection at Rome. PROV.: A pot that contained ashes
and bones, discovered at the beginning of this century. TABLET: H. 0.054,
max. pr. W. 0.073. DATE: va (Pandolfini, from letter forms)~ end of VIa or
beginning of va (Crevatin, from letter forms). BIBL.: [M. Pandolfini, ArchCl
27 (1975) 46f (phot., Tav. XXI~ drawing, Fig. 1).] F. Crevatin, ibid. 47-49.
[Brugnone (supra 91) 63-68 (same drawing, Fig. 1).]
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Names (nom.) spelled backwards, embedded
in a text that is otherwise for the most part incomprehensible.
SELINOUS
Necropolis at Buffa
94. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.05, max. pr. W. 0.098. DATE: Second half of VIa
(Brugnone, from letter forms); ca 500a (A. E. Raubitschek, private communication, from spelling and letter forms). Later still? BIBL.: Brugnone 1
(phot., Tav. II). SEG 26.1112.
INSCR.: Boustrophedon. Published text: - - -]Koivo<t> KaAEt Ei aTEAE 2UTa
Kat Epya Kat ETTEa E[i 3 vah Kat LtKaVat aTEAE 4 UTa vac. Kat ETTda Ei 5 va]t
KaAEt Ei. I very tentatively read, from the photograph: ] K' OivoK{a} AEt It
(possibly for EL'Y}?: Raubitschek) aTEAE 2 UTa Kat Epya Kat ETTEa la L Kat LLKaVaL aTEAE 4 UTa vac. Kat ETTda Ol5v]~K{a}AEL lL. I should welcome better
suggestions.
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95. TABLET: H. 0.037, W. 0.025-0.04. DATE: End of VIa (Brugnone, from
letter forms); ca 500a (A. E. Raubitschek, private communication, from
spelling and letter forms). Later still? BIBL.: Brugnone 2 (phot., Tav. III, IV,
V). SEG 26.1113.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Boustrophedon. JUdiciary. Curses the tongues
of a man and his cnlv8LYOL.
96. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.065, max. pr. W. 0.103. DATE: End of VIa. BIBL.:
Brugnone 3 (phot., Tav. VI). SEG 26.1114.
INSCR.: Three names (nom.).
97. TABLET: H. 0.037, W. 0.0625. DATE: Beginning of va (but ef 95). BIBL.:
Brugnone 4 (phot., Tav. VII, Fig. 1). SEG 26.1115.
INSCR.: Published text: xaf.L<a>i u' f.'TrExw 2Ka < v> vouo pOTTaL 3 ETT' aTEAELaL ho

.. ]Ka [ .. ]E [ . ..]OVTL.

4E [

98. TABLET: Broken on all sides; max. pro H. 0.029, max. pr. W. 0.023.

DATE: First half of va. BIBL.: Brugnone 5 (phot., Tav. VII, Fig. 2). SEG
26.1116.
INSCR.: Parts of six letters are preserved that suggest no interpretation.
Sanctuary of Demeter Malophoros at Gaggara
99. Loc.: Now completely disintegrated. The Palermo Museum has a photograph in its archives. TABLET: Roundish: max. Diam. ea 0.043. DATE: vra or
va (Comparetti); early va (Schwyzer); possibly earlier than 4508 (Gabrici);
ea 500C 475 8 ? (Jeffery); ea 500c 475 8 (Miller). BIBL.: D. Comparetti, Rend
Line V.27 (1918) 193-97 (drawing, 194). Schwyzer, DGE 167a(1). Schwyzer,
RhM 73 (1924) 426-29. V. Arangio-Ruiz and A. Olivieri, Inseriptiones graecae Siciliae et in./imae Italiae ad ius pertinentes (Milan 1925) 23 (phot. facing
pp.160, 162). F. Ribezzo, RivIGI9 (1925) 64. +K. Latte, Gnomon 3 (1927)
375f. Gabrici 12 (Comparetti's drawing, Fig. 180). SEG 4.37 (Side A), 38
(Side B). [Po Jacobsthal, Diskoi (Berlin 1933) 30-32 (Comparetti's drawing
of Side B, Abb. 22). Jeffery, "Comments" 1, LSAG 277 no. 38a.1 Miller 36.
J. Heurgon, Kokalos 18-19 (1972-73) 70-74, without knowing Miller. [G.
Manganaro, ibid. 75f.]
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. The writing on Side A is in more or less distinct lines; that on Side B is spiral. Side A begins LEALVOVV'TLOS" [K]ai ha
,
,, , , , < >
, ,A.,.,
The
L.EI\.LVOVTLO 'Yl\.oua aTTEUTpaf.LEV ETT aT E l\.€Lat EV"ypa'fJ"l Tat TEVOV.
curse is repeated for the ~EVOt cnlv8L?Ot (discussed by Heurgon) and (on Side
B) for a Timaso and a Tyrrhana.
100. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: Probably originally oval, but partiy
destroyed on being unrolled; max. pr. Diam. 0.053. DATE: Same as 99. BIBL.:
Gabrici 13, with readings by A. Olivieri (drawing, Fig. 181). [Jeffery, "Comments" 2.1 Miller 40.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Follows the same formula as 99, with different
names of the intended victims.
101. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: H. 0.05, W. 0.1. DATE: VIa or va
(Comparetti); Va (Schwyzer, Miller); first half of Va (Jeffery). BIBL.: Com~

~

~ ~,

~,

~,

JORDAN, D. R., A Survey of Greek Defixiones Not Included in the Special Corpora , Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 26:2 (1985:Summer) p.151

176

A SURVEY OF GREEK DEFIXIONES

paretti (supra 99) 197-99 (Gllbrici's drawing, 198). Schwyzer, DGE 167a(2).
Gllbrici 16 (same drawing, Fig. 184). Jeffery, "Comments" 4. Miller 42.
INSCR.: A list of names (nom.), seven of men, one possibly of a woman, to
the left of them the sign>, interpreted by the editors as yCp&</>o).
102. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.045, max. pro W. 0.07.
DATE: Mid-va or slightly earlier (Jeffery). BIBL.: Gllbrici 19 (drawing, Fig.
187). [Jeffery, "Comments" 7.]
INSCR.: Sense unclear.
103. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: H. 0.112, W. 0.05. Nail hole? BIBL.:
Gllbrici 18 (drawing, Fig. 186). [Jeffery, "Comments" 6.]
INSCR.: Apparently a list of abbreviated (?) names written in a column.
104. Loc.: Palermo Museum? TABLET: H. 0.046, W. 0.126. DATE: Ca midva or slightly later (Jeffery); Va (Miller). BIBL.: Gitbrici 15 (drawing, Fig.
183). *Jeffery, "Comments" 3. SEG 16.571. Miller 43.
INSCR.: EZEV i~OAEc.at (Jeffery: iu~iETE OiVEUlt Gitbrici) Kat aVrov Kat YEvEa~
plus a list of men's names (nom. or nom.+gen.). At least two of the intended victims are further qualified as Herakleidai.
105. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: H. 0.06, W. 0.12. DATE: va Miller.
BIBL.: Gllbrici 17 (drawing, Fig. 185). Jeffery, "Comments" 5. SEG 16.572.
INSCR.: Spelled backwards, often with the order of the letters scrambled. A
list of names (nom.).
106. Loc.: Palermo Museum. DATE: Possibly early Iva (Jeffery); shortly
before 409 a (Schwyzer); last years of va (Gllbrici, Arangio-Ruiz and Olivieri); "Gitbrici's late fifth dating is more reasonable than Miss Jeffery's
tentative 'early fourth'" (Calder). BIBL.: Comparetti (supra 99) 199-202
(drawing, 199). Gitbrici 14, with readings by Olivieri (same drawing, Fig.
182). Schwyzer, DGE 167a(3). Arangio-Ruiz and Olivieri (supra 99) 24.
[Jeffery, "Comments" p.72. W. M. Calder III, Philologus 107 (1963) 172
n.6.]
INSCR.: Three names (all nom., if ZtAc.av [African? Comparetti] is nom.)
~ 11
• \,
'\ \
.. \'
..
,
~ \
,. ,
10
owed by Kat\.,
OUU'TL~ V'TTEP 'T7]VWV /-UI\I\EL TJ "EyELV TJ 'TTpaUELV. L.E"LVWL
< i> vOJ.Uluav (?) xEip [W]J.Ul (Arangio-Ruiz and Olivieri: xpTJULJ.Ul Comparetti). In the right-hand margin after the list of names there is the sign 4
(= 8(iOOV'TaL)? Comparetti).
[In addition, drawings of two very fragmentary tablets appear in Gitbrici's
publication (his 20 [drawing, Fig. 188]) = Jeffery, "Comments" 8; his 21
[drawing, Fig. 189] = "Comments" 9), without transcriptions. The first may
be boustrophedon. Jeffery dates them both va.]
Just outside the sanctuary walls
107. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: H. 0.099, W. 0.172. DATE: 450a or
earlier (Ferri, from spelling); 475 a-4508 ? (Jeffery, followed by Masson);
between 99 and 104 (Calder); 475 a-4508 (Miller). BIBL.: S. Ferri, NSc
VI1.5-6 (1944-45) 168-73 (phot., Fig. 1; drawing, Fig. 2). A. Olivieri, Rend
Nap N.S. 23 (1946-49) 193-202 (non vid;). [1. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr.
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1950, 244.1 + Jeffery, "Comments" 10. SEG 16.573. Calder (supra 106)
163-72. *L. H. Jeffery, Phil%gus 108 (1964) 211-16. *0. Masson, BCH 96
(1972) 375-88 (phot., Fig. 1, 2). Miller 37.
INSCR.: In two parts, separated by a horizontal line. In the upper part, the
text begins ["AhTEAOV TOV AVKLVO Ka(Kahaypa</x> 7Tap TaV hayvav [8]EOV,
TaV I/Ivxav aUTO KaL TaV Bt)vaaw. The curse is then repeated six times, with
ellipses, variations, and (so I assume) mistakes, for other victims, likewise
qualified with their fathers' names. The lower part is a list of names (nom. +
gen.), some of them the same as those in the upper part.
108. Loc.: Palermo Museum. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.044, max. pr. W. 0.072.
DATE: Ca 475 a -450 a ? (Jeffery); ca 475 a _450 a (Miller). BIBL.: Ferri (supra
107) 174 (drawing, Fig. 3). *Jeffery, "Comments" 11. SEG 16.574. Miller
38. Heurgon (supra 99) 72, without knowing Miller.
INscR.: Judiciary. The formula is apparently the same as that of 99.
LILYBAION
109. Loc.: Palermo Museum. PROV.: From a grave. TABLET: H. 0.167(?), w.
0.11(?). DATE: Not given. IIa? (letter forms). BIBL.: E. Gabrici, NSc VII.2
(1941) 296-99 (drawings, Fig. 54, 55). Epigraphica 5-6 (1942-43) 133 no.
1929.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Spelled backwards. Begins 8EO/-UXi aov and
invokes Hermes katochos, Kerberos, Persephone, and the Telchines. The
intended victim's bodily parts are enumerated. The formula TrE/-L7TW &0pOV (c! 54) is used, but its significance is not clear from the published
text.
110. Loc.: Palermo Museum. PROV.: A grave. DATE: Not given; Ia or IP?
(letter forms). BIBL.: Gabrici (supra 109) 299-302 (drawing, Fig. 56). Epigraphica 5-6 (1942-43) 133 no. 1929.
INscR.: A list of Latin names of men and women in Greek transcription
(nom. or nom. +gen,), followed by Kat TOV<~> imEp ETOV~ (for aUTov~?
'TOV lnrEP ETOV~ Gabrici) &Travm~.
P ANORMOS or vicinity
111. PROV.: "Among terracotta fragments in the Virzi Collection, presumably
from the Palermo region." TABLET: H. 0.05, W. 0.102. DATE: Ca 500 a (letter
forms). BIBL.: G. Manganaro, AnnPisa 7 (1977) 1335-38 (phot., Tav. LVII,
LVIII). SEG 27.656.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Published text: Side A: LL/-LE : IIpaTo/-UXKE~ :
2AE7T'Tiva~ : npagia~ 3~T'[ ]OKVKVIEL (i.e. {KV} K' ViE~?) : 4ApaoTE~ :
7TVpLV : TrEa. [- - -] 5_TLAAa/-L : 7TE8av : .• [- - -] 6'TE 7TEaa vac. 7RE. Side
B: [- - -]v nVTAI TOTE 7Te( ]m (e.g. e]v mJTaL TOTE 7Te(a]ELlv? Manganaro) 2 [ - - -]EATVI .... N.L:V 3vac. 4vac. 5REDEITI ... IRI.
HIMERA
[M. T. Manni Piraino, REA 71 (1969) 301-04 (phot., PI. III), 72 (1970) 383,
and, with fuller readings, Quaderno imerese (= Studi e materiali IstArchUnivPa-
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lermo 1 [Rome 1972]) 106-09 (better phot., Tav. LIV.l, 2; LV.l; drawing of
inside, L V.2), has published an opisthographic lead tablet, whose letter forms
suggest to her the first Quarter of VB, found at the base of an interior wall of
a house of mid-VB. The text, which she interprets as a personal letter requesting hospitality for a friend, seems to me not well enough preserved to
reveal its nature; I report the tablet here because it may in fact be a defixio.
Published text: (outside) EV01Tt8aS' htaAE 28tEVXES' : AoXa'YoS' 38tatTtS' (inside) [- - - EtlXO]#Ult iva ~2 [i - - -] eaotS' al. .] {E!, [ov - - - E~ &] vE<T8at
4 [ • • • hooS' VO<T [- - -].]
MESSANA, necropolis at S. Placido
112. Loc.: Messina Museum? PROV.: Beside the skull of a skeleton. TABLET:
H. 0.068, max. pr. W. 0.166. DATE: Not given; IP or lIP? (letter forms).
BIBL.: P. Orsi, MonAnt 24 (1916) 154-59 (drawing by D. Comparetti, Fig.
25).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Most of the text seems preserved, but it is
difficult to interpret as published. The Nymphs (or the NV/-«PtKai, spelled KE?) are addressed, as well as Kore (?) and the Erinyes (?), with the verb
1TapaKaTaTi8E~ (for -#Ult).
113. Messina Museum? PROV.: Found near 112. TABLET: H. 0.062, W. 0.07l.
DATE: Not given; same as 112? BIBL.: Orsi (supra 112) 160 (drawing by
Comparetti, Fig. 26), with Comparetti's notes.
INSCR.: Crudely inscribed piece, almost illegible. EAlllaOY alla M[ plus
traces of three more lines. The drawing by Comparetti suggests that the
tablet may have originally had some other inscription before the present text
was written over it, or even (as L. H. Jeffery has speculated to me privately)
that an illiterate person wrote the later text.
114. Loc.: Messina Museum? PROV.: A grave. The tablet was apparently
dropped in through a tube. TABLET: H. 0.026, W. 0.16. DATE: lIP? SEG.
BIBL.: Orsi (supra 112) 167-69 (drawing by Comparetti, Fig. 34), with Comparetti's notes. *A. Vogliano, BPW45 (1925) 1937. *SEG 4.47, with emendations by G. Cronert.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthograpic. Vogliano's text: Side A: BaAEpiav 'Ap<TtvorjV
rY,v <TKtl 2,atlJ (for -'av) <TAWA{A}1)KEc;' rY,v a#Ulp 3TwAOV 'Ap<TtlJ01)V K(ai)
\ '
S·d
\ '
''Ap <TtV01)v
,
,.
\"
,
,r
~I\Eav.
1 e B : Bal\Eptav
T1)v
a#Ulp 2 TWI\OV
VO<TOS' , T1)V
<TKV",aV
[av] ~ 3t/1tS'.
KENTORIPA
115. Loc.: Syracuse Museum, inv. 39856. PROV.: From a grave. DATE: IP?
(Comparetti, from letter forms). BIBL.: D. Comparetti, ArchStorSicilia 16-17
(1919-20) 197-200 (drawing, 199). Ribezzo (supra 89) 145ff (non vid;).
* SEG 4.61, with emendations by G. Cronert and A. Wilhelm.
INSCR.: The text in SEG: KVPEia, e~apotS' (e~E'Y- Comparetti) TOll 'EAE<V>8[E]2pOll• all e<K>8EtK'7]<T<T'!)S' ~, 31TOWW apyVpE[O]V <T1Ta8tKa, 4aV e~apTlS'
,\
,
1""1,
5Ll
aV70V EK TO all UpW1TEtVOV 'YEVEOS'.
I

,
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MORGANTINA
116. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 62-820. PROV.: "In the fill of
the adyton of the small sacellum in the southern corner of the [chthonic]
shrine" lying "just east of the theater in the southwest quadrant of the Hellenistic agora" (Nabers). For a discussion of the shrine see R. Stillwell, AlA
67 (1963) 164f, and E. Sjoqvist, AlA 68 (1964) 141-44. TABLET: Max pr. H.
0.07, max. pro W. 0.l25. DATE: "The tablets belong to a late phase of the
city, perhaps as late as the first century B. C." (Nabers, from context and
letter forms). BIBL.: Stillwell 165, with notes by N. Nabers. *Nabers 1 (phot.,
PI. 65.1). SEG 29.927.
INSCR. (vid;): 1 [- - -] 2apxa (masc. gen.: Bpvua[ • .. ] Nabers) 3 TllV AL{3ep[T]4 av almis (~{3~[pTav 4T]aVTa~ Nabers) 7Tap8egaL 5IIAovTw KaL fa KaL
6'Ep~.

117. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 63-270. PROV.: "Against the
large circular altar which dominates the court immediately to the east of the
sacellum" in the same chthonic shrine. TABLET: Max. pI. H. 0.082, max. pI.
W. 0.113. DATE: See 116. BIBL.: Nabers 3 (phot., PI. 65.2). SEG 29.929.
INSCR.: Three women's names (gen., unless the first, published as 'EpwnK'!1!" is in fact ace.), one of them identified as a liberta, followed by fa,
'EpJUl, q>Ep'uE</>Ova, V [ohi8 [E]gt;l~ • •• fA.
118. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 62-1724. PROV.: "The uppermost section of the well-altar or immediately outside it" (Nabers). TABLET:
Max. pro H. 0.092, max. pI. W. 0.046. DATE: See 116. BIBL.: Stillwell (supra
116) 165 (phot., PI. 35.9). [N. Nabers, AlA 70 (1966) 67.] Nabers 4 (phot.,
PI. 65.3). Guarducci 250 (phot., Fig. 70). [SEG 29.930.]
INSCR.: Naber's text: fa, 'EpJUi, 2(JEOL KaTa3x(Jovwt, 7To 4n8egEu(JE 5n l: v BEVOV 6 uTav TOV 7'POV¢oV Tll 8 V (JEpa7Tat 9 vav.
119. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 62-1730. PROV.: Same as 118.
TABLET: H. 0.105, max. pI. W. 0.055. DATE: See 116. BIBL.: Nabers 5. SEG
29.931.
INSCR.: The same text as 118.
120. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 62-1728. PROV.: Same as 118.
TABLET: H. 0.055, max. pI. W. 0.100. DATE: See 116. BIBL.: N. Nabers, AlA
70 (1966) 68. *Nabers 6 (phot., PI. 65.4). SEG 29.932.
INSCR.: Published text, fa, 'EpJUi, (JEOL 2KalT]a~{J9vtQt a7TayaYETE TllV ~~
v9V[UTav] 3TOV 'f9V<P9 [v1. .•. lOY, plus traces of another line of letters.
121. Loc.: Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 62-1725. PROV.: Same as 118.
TABLET: H. 0.039, max. pI. W. 0.092. DATE: See 116. BIBL.: Nabers 7 (phot.,
PI. 65.5). SEG 29.933.
INSCR.: The same gods are invoked against a Venusta, who is this time identified as a servant of Sextus.
[Excavations of the sanctuary yielded three other inscribed lead tablets that
are too damaged to read. One (Nabers 2 = SEG 29.928; Museo di Morgantina, Aidone, inv. 63-1201), found "built into the rubble altar at the rear of
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the adyton together with a number of small plain lamps," shows traces of at
least four lines of text. The second (Nabers 8 = SEG 29.934; inv. 62-1729),
now in two fragments of which the larger shows traces of seven lines of text,
and the third (Nabers. 9 = SEG 29.935; inv. 62-1727), with "a four-bar
sigma and an angular epsilon" among other letters, were found "deep within
the fill of the well-altar" and are evidently somewhat earlier than the other
tablets. Nabers (supra 120) 67f argues that all the legible tablets except 120
are not defixiones but "pious prayers," and J. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr.
1966, 518, offer support of this identification; for arguments that all the
Morgantina tablets may be defixiones see Guarducci 251 and Jordan (supra
13) 236-38.J
or SOUTHERN IT AL Y
122. DATE: va or Iva (letter forms). BIBL.: Comparetti (supra 115) 194-97.
INSCR.: A crude lead figurine of a man with ten lines of text on his chest.
The words recognizable in the published transcription are all men's names
(nom.).
SICIL y

ITALY

LOKROI EPIZEPHYRIOI
123. Loc.: Museo Nazionale di Reggio Calabria. PROV.: A tomb of IlIa.
DATE: ma. BIBL.: F. Costabile, Municipium Locrensium, Instituzioni ed organizzazione sociale di Locri romana (Naples 1976) 68 (drawing, Tav. XXII, Fig.
42). * A. Landi, Dialetti e interazione sociale in Magna Grecia (1979) no. 244
(Costabile's drawing, Tav. LXXVII).
INSCR.: The tablet is broken away at the left and no line is safely restorable.
Among what is preserved, Hermes and Ge are named (nom.? voc.? dat.?) as
well as several men's and women's names (acc.).
LAOS
[G. Pugliese Carratelli has informed me that he plans to publish several defixiones found in a grave here.]
MET APONTION
124. Loc.: Muzeo Nazionale di Taranto, inv. 109295. PROV.: A grave of IVa
or early IlIa. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.067, W. 0.05. DATE: IlIa (from spelling
and grammar). BIBL.: F. G. Lo Porto, ParPass 35 (1980) 282-88 (phot.,
drawing, 283). +M. Gigante, ibid. 381f. SEG 30.1175.
INSCR.: Published text: Ka<Ta>5{&ru..u Twv5<E> 27rpWroV iP'YaurrlP[d30v'
KaTa5i5'Y1J.U c.:HUUTEJ 4J.LTJ EP'Ya{Eu8aL aMa 5aEP'YE'i'V Kat. aroXE'i'V. 6TWV Tov5E
KaKWV 7 [7ra]N.v KaTa5i5'Y1J.U TOv[~J (TOV[&J Gigante) 8 [T]WV laTPWV Wa-UTE
J.LTJ EP'Y 9 [a{dulJaL aU' aP'YE'i'v (a<E>P'YE'i'V Gigante) lO[rJo~ EV TWL f30ALJ.UVL 'YEll ['Ypa],.,.Evo~ 7raVTa~, plus at least fourteen men's names.
TARAS
125. Loc.: Museo Nazionale di Napoli, inv. 111486. PROV.: A grave. TABLET:
H. 0.085, W. 0.037. DATE: IVa or IlIa (Landi). BIBL.: Fiorelli, NSc 1880, 34,
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with notes by D. Comparetti. SGDI 4616(1). Schwyzer, DGE 80. IG XIV
668(1). Landi (supra 123) no. 194a (phot., Tav. LXvI).
INSCR.: A list of men's and women's names (nom.).
126. Loc.: Museo Nazionale di Napoli, inv. 111485. PROV.: Same as 125.
TABLET: H. 0.085, W. 0.037. DATE: Iva or lIla (Landi). BIBL.: Fiorelli (supra
125) 34, with notes by Comparetti. SGDI 4616(11). Schwyzer, DGE 80. IG
XIV 668(II). Landi (supra 123) no. 194b (phot., Tav.

LXVI).

INSCR.: A list of men's and women's names (nom.).
TORANO CASTELLO (near Cosenza)
127. Loc.: From the necropolis. BIBL.: O. Cavalcanti, La zona archeologica di
Torano Castello (Grottaferrata 1974) (phot., Tav. 39). *1. and L. Robert,
BulJ.epigr. 1976, 816.
INSCR.: J1wSWpa<v> T£XV KA:1wa'Yopa~ aBEAl/>Ea[v], 8Eapc.v 'Tav L'T[- - 8vyahepa (suppl. 1. and L. Robert), [- - -]Aav 'Tav ct>c.Atpa~ /.uXTepa.
HYDROUS
[D. Michaelides of the British School at Rome has been kind enough to
allow me to examine and to report here a defixio of Roman imperial date
that he discovered in the course of his excavations in the city. I have not yet
arrived at any sense for it.]
POMPEII
128. PROV.: Near a sepulchral herm. TABLET: H. 0.06, W. 0.08. Nail hole.
BIBL.: M. della Corte, NSc 1916, 305 (drawing, Fig. 19). R. Sabbadini, RivFC
46 (1918) 108-11. ClL IV Suppl. 9252 (with della Corte's drawing). Solin
(supra n.4) no. 40.
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: two illegible lines, then KAav8La
'EAn-a, of which the letters are out of order. Side B: only a few traces, possibly not intended as letters.
ROME
129. Loc.: Musei Capitolini. PROV.: The area of an ancient cemetery near the
Porta Ardeatina. TABLET: H. 0.04 (left)-0.035 (right), W. 0.104. DATE: Not
later than IIIP, possibly 270 P-282 P (Guarducci, from the reference to the
cohort). BIBL.: M. Guarducci, BullComm 74 (1951-52) 57-70 (phot., Fig. 1;
drawing, Fig. 2). +1. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1955, 292. SEG 14.615. *M.
Guarducci, RendLinc VIII.24 (1969) 275-83 (drawing, Fig. O. Guarducci
251-54 (drawing, Fig. 71).
INscR.: In two columns. A physician of the third praetorian cohort is cursed
(KaTaCTXE~); a brother (the physician or the defigens?) wants to go to his
native country. The text continues: /-LT, Ea<T'11TE ovv av'Tov, aAA.a K[a]T£lCTXE'TE
TI,V ·YTaAc.KT,V (for '!T-) yiiv E~ aE[tl, 6ELV~[T]E [BE Kat] 'Ta~ 'PWf.LaLwV
mJAa~~, aAA.a Ka'TaCTXE'TE plus the physician's name, followed by EVAaf.LWV
and several other magical names plus Kat KaTaCTXETE.
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[Guarducci (supra 129) 57 mentions that another inscribed lead tablet, more
or less contemporary with 129, was found by the same person in the same
area but probably in a different grave. I have now read the tablet, which is in
the Musei Capitolini, and plan to publish it elsewhere. It is a charm to make
a woman hate a man.]
130. Loc.: Unknown; in the collection of R. WUnsch at the time of publication. TABLET: H. 0.04, W. 0.13; once rolled up. BIBL.: R. WUnsch, ArchR W
12 (1909) 36f (drawing of text, Fig. 5).
INSCR.: 1:etTo~ <l»EPTEivw~ l1:etTov viO~.
131. Loc.: See 130. TABLET: Originally folded up; on being opened it was
broken into several pieces, all but eight of which were lost. The eight could
be assembled into two fragments, which do not join each another. Fr. i: max.
pr. H. 0.05, max. pr. W. 0.04; fr. ii: max. pr. H. 0.09, max. pro W. 0.09.
DATE: IVP? BIBL.: WUnsch (supra 130) 41-45 (drawing offr. i, Fig. 7).
INSCR.: Fr. i: a drawing of a smiling figure, whose torso is presumably bound
up in cords and whose head and shoulders are pierced with nails; around it a
long snake is coiling and looks ready to bite it (for similar figures on defixiones, see WUnsch (supra n.6) 16 and 20, and 83 supra). At the left of the
figure there are three lines of magical words, seven lines of magical symbols
(among them the vowels WWWEEe), and two (or three?) more lines of magical
words. Presumably there was something similar at the right of the figure, but
that part of the tablet is lost except for the beginnings of three lines of letters that may be magical words or names (Seth, etc.) at the top. Fr. ii:
very lacunous and without much apparent sense, presumably mostly magical
words except for one passage of recognizable Greek: Kovpa < t>, 7TOAVO, . , , apaTat
,
.,
(l"lOr -TE ••• -TE ) TrJV
, .1.
'
VV/-Ult KOVpat,
K[at, ... Kat' ]ap7TauaTat
'l'VX"1V,
Ti}v Kap5iav, Ta u7TAaP,xva, TOV~ p,otaAOV~ (for p,v-) Kat Ta VEvpa Kat Ta~
uapKa~ r1j~ AKtAaTEL (sic: for ElTaAtKa<~> ?), TlV ETEKEV p'-r1TrJP AKEua/-UlTEp (sic)' -,]5"1 -,]5"1, Taxv Taxv.
[K. Lohmeyer, RhM 20 (1905) 164f, has announced his discovery of two
tablets along the Via Appia. The first (H. 0.17, W. 0.10, pierced with six iron
nails; phot., 164), from near the columbarium of the freedmen of Marcella
(see E. Nash, Pictorial Dictionary of Ancient Rome II [New York 1962] 333-39
"Columbarium II"), has traces of Greek letters. "Man muss ... mit R.
WUnsch, der die Tafel untersucht hat, annehmen, dass der Fluchende eine
bereits beschriebene Bleitafel fUr seine Zweck benutzt und die vorhandene
Schrift zunachst durch Hammern vernichtet hat. Dabei sind nur einige Reste
(z.B. am oberen Rande die Figur eines 7TapE5po~)." Lohmeyer remarks that
if it is contemporary with the period of use of the columbarium, IP, the tablet
is the oldest known defixio from Rome. The second he found near graves
farther out the Via Appia; its text is corroded badly (and therefore we cannot
be sure that it was written in Greek), but it seems to preserve part of a
typical magical figure, like that shown by WUnsch (supra n.6) 28. Present
location (s) unknown.]
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GAUL

ANTIPOLIS

[F. Benoit, Gallia 18 (1960) 319, has announced the discovery of an opisthographic lead tablet (phot. of one side, Fig. 48) with Greek letters; he
speculates that the language may be Ligurian, but from the photograph I read
the Greek words ra 6votLara and [~)a,uo<txlvE~. This is apparently the tablet
that formed the subject of an article in the newspaper Nice-Matin of September 2, 1972, under the headline line "Le Professeur Oikonomides (Chicago)
reussit a d6chiffrer en partie une tabella du me siecle avant J.-c." The article
contains A. Oikonomides' preliminary translation: "Invocation a Demeter et
tous les dieux de l'enfer ... to utes les ... choses que Damophanez fera .. .
cette annee .... Racolte detruite ... pas de fecondation ... les demons .. .
peche ... chasse ... pas d'enfants .... Qu'il sera seul pour toujours." Iva?
At the time of the Nice-Matin article the tablet was in the Musee du Bastion
Saint-Andre, Antibes.]

a

NEAR AUGUSTODUNUM
132. Loc.: Musee Rolin d' Autun. PROV.: Excavations at the foot of the
Pierre de Couard on the ancient road from Lugdunum to Augustodunum.
TABLET: H. 0.105, W. 0.048. DATE: liP (letter forms of the Latin text). BIBL.:
J. Marcillet-Joubert, ZPE 33 (1979) 185f (phot., Tar. VIII).
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Outside: a mark X (H. 0.045). Inside: beginning at the top of the tablet, a list of men's names in Latin (nom.), one of
them identified as nepos Veracis; beneath the list is the word A{3pmra; beginning at the bottom and upside down in relation to the Latin text is a
column of magical names in Greek, the first of them with a magical sign on
either side. Marcillet-Joubert considers the Greek text to be in a different
hand from the Latin.
SPAIN

EM PORION
133. Loc.: Ampurias Museum. PROV.: A Hellenistic level (ma-Ia) above the
necropolis of the Campus Martius. TABLET: H. 0.105, W. 0.195. DATE: Not
given; m a? (letter forms). BIBL.: M. Almagro Basch, MemMusAProvinc 9-10
(1948-49) 287f (drawing, Fig. 126; phot., PI. LXXY.I). G. Garcia y Bellido,
ArchEspArq 24 (1951) 238-40 (drawing, Fig. 14). Almagro Basch 19 (phot.,
p.31; drawing, p.32).
INSCR.: Judiciary. After 1TaV'Ta<~> 'ToV~ tJ1TEP 'ApuTTapx[ov] , a list of names
(nom.) headed by that of Aristarchos.
.
134. Loc.: Ampurias Museum. PROV.: A Hellenistic-Roman level near the
Hellenistic stoa and Early Christian basilica. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.147, max.
pro W. 0.173; incomplete except at bottom. DATE: Ia (Almagro Basch), but
the letter forms suggest late va or Iva. BIBL.: Almagro Basch 21 (phot.,
drawing, p. 35). [1. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1955, 282.

JORDAN, D. R., A Survey of Greek Defixiones Not Included in the Special Corpora , Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 26:2 (1985:Summer) p.151

184

A SURVEY OF GREEK DEFIXIONES

INseR.: Apparently a list of names (nom.? and ace.), followed by at least three
lines: Ot]KOE~ (for -KO~?) KaTOl.KWal. (KO EUKaTOl.KWal. Almagro Basch) /
[- - -)II0#LO~ v~a~ T01) / [- - -)ILEBa Kat rij~ 'Yp(a~~?). The text may
however be a private or public letter (so J. and L. Robert) rather than a
defixio.
135. Loe.: Ampurias Museum. TABLET: H. 0.075, W. 0.075. DATE: "Later
than" 134 (Almagro Basch). BIBL.: Almagro Basch (supra 133) 287f (drawing, Fig. 127; phot., Pl. LXXV.2). Garcia y Bellido (supra 133) 238-41 (same
drawing, Fig. 14). Almagro Basch 20 (same phot., p.33; same drawing, p.34).
INseR.: Six men's names (nom.).
AFRICA

THEVESTE
136. Loe.: Archaeological Museum, Algiers. TABLET: H. 0.051, max. pro W.
0.104. DATE: The beginning of the Empire at the latest (Roesch, from letter
forms); "On penserait pour la date au Ier siecle a.c., ce qui nous parait bien
trop ancien" (J. and L. Robert). BIBL.: P. Roesch, BAAlger 2 0966-67)
231-37 (drawing, Fig. 1; phot., Fig. 2), from photographs. +J. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1968, 592.
INseR.: Ten-line curse beginning [WToplli)IIall [K)aTa&J. What immediately
follows has many lacunae. The second half of the text has some connected
, \\' 1[\
~
, < II > uW
I:> \
,
,\
,..,,,
"
I
sense: a1TOIV\.VW
7""1111 ",a
TO ]p"I."a
J.!AXIIW~ a1TO 'T'I1~ apn wpa~
"1:>] TJ (?)'
\
"
'''~ ,,~,,~
\
\
I
,
.
[TJU
. I.~ TOil a1TallTa )(pO 110 II , TJVI, TJv., "Iv." TaXV Taxv
TaXV. a1TOK01TTCP vfj.uall aVl[rr,II] TaXV 8ui 7'(;)11 alWIIWII. There are straight lines framing the inscription at the right and at the bottom and possibly (although the
photograph does not make this clear) also at the top. The left edge is lost.
PUPPUT (Suq-el-Abiod, Tunisia)
137. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.025, max. pr. W. 0.037, upper left corner alone
preserved. BIBL.: A. Audollent, BAC 1912, 356-58.
INseR.: The beginnings of five lines of text with no apparent sense. The
sacred name EPEuXI.'Y[aA can be read.
CARTHAGE
138. Loe.: Carthage Museum? PROV.: The 'Fountain of the thousand amphoras'. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.075, max. pro W. 0.06. BIBL.: A. Audollent,
Cinquieme eongres international d'areMologie, Alger 1930 (Algiers 1933) 12Of.
SEG 9.837.
.
INseR.: Very fragmentary. Against (a charioteer and?) horses. Seven lines, of
which the first three are apparently not Greek but may be Latin names of
horses (ace.) in the Greek alphabet (e! e.g. Audollent 238.6-8); the last four
lines read am>]/Aol.TO - - - I TOV~ i1Mr[O~ - - -) I ~ If.l!-Tau - - -.
139. Loe.: Carthage Museum? PROV.: See 138. TABLET: H. 0.13, W. 0.17.
BIBL.: Audollent (supra 138) 121-28. SEG 9.838.
INseR.: A long curse against charioteers and horses. Several magical names
and the seven vowels appear at the beginning. The ,ropWI. BEOi are invoked.
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140. Loc.: Carthage Museum? PROV.: See 138. BIBL.: Audollent (supra 138)
129-31 (drawing). AnnEpigr 1933, 234. SEG 9.839.
INSCR.: Against horses. Magical names in Greek similar to those at the beginning of 138, followed by a Latin text.
141. Loc.: Carthage Museum? PROV.: See 138. BIBL.: Audollent (supra 138)
129-31 (drawing). AnnEpigr 1933, 235. SEG 9.840.
INseR.: Same names and almost the same Latin text as 139.
142. Loc.: Carthage Museum? TABLET: H. 0.125, W. 0.09. BIBL.: A. Merlin,
eRA! 1930, 33-35 (drawing, 35). K. Preisendanz, ArchP 11 (1933) 164.' SEG
9.841.
INSCR.: A crude drawing of a man with the head of a snake; he holds a palm
(?) branch in his left hand and a crude caduceus in his right. On his torso are
written the letters wiJ.LE IAC!-I!Ic[xx.I pWK and, beneath his feet, a man's name
(nom.). Cj 143.

143. Loc.: Unknown; at the time of publication, in the collection of the late
Dr Carton. TABLET: H. 0.14, W. 0.19. BIBL.: A. Audollent, CRA! 1930,
303-09 (drawing, 305). Preisendanz (supra 142) 164. SEG 9.842.
INSCR.: Like 142, except that the end of the magical sequence is written not
pWK but pW/K and the man's name (nom,) is different.
HADRUMETUM

144. Loc.: Bardo Museum, Tunis. PROV.: The Hadrumetum necropolis. T ABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.155, W. 0.09. DATE: lIP (letter forms). BIBL.: A. Grenier,
MelRome 25 (1905) 56-61 (phot., PI. III.D. A. Audollent, RAC 1905,
CLXXXII f (from autopsy).
INSCR.: Against a charioteer and horses. A drawing, in outline, of a human
figure; the area of the tablet above the shoulders is lost, but part of the head
is preserved, leaning on the right shoulder, as if the figure is intended to represent a dead man. The text, written inside the outline of the torso and across
both legs, begins in the area of the lower ribs with the intended victim's name
(nom.) and identification (0 r,lIioxo~ 1Tpaa-illov) and continues, after some
magical signs and eleven lines of magical words, with a 12-line curse covering
the legs from the thigh down: "Make Archelaos the charioteer fall in the
circus; all day let him fall with these horses that he drives." Four horses are
then named (acc.). The closing formula iiS7] iiS7], TaXV TaXV is used.
145. PROV.: Excavations of 1905 conducted by the French military in the part
of the first-century Roman necropolis north of the 'Eiffel Tower' (M. GauckMax. pr. H. 0.15,
ler apud Audollent). TABLET: Of an unusual shape:
W. of rectangular top 0.065, max. pro W. of the round part 0.13. In the middle of the round part, a nail hole. DATE: lIP or IIIP. BIBL.: A. Audollent,
RAC 1908, 4-6 (phot., pI. I).
INSCR.: In the rectangular part, magical words and a magical symbol. In the
round part, magical names beneath which there are written, in columns,
repeated with the first letter omitted each time until only the final letter
remains, the seven vowels and the magical name l!..aJ.LlIaJ.LElIEv~. The two col-

O.
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umns are upside down in relation to each other, the result being two triangles (~) of text, with a space left between. It is here that the nail hole is
made. At the left and right of the configuration made by the repetitions are
inscribed vertical strings of letters, mostly illegible.
146. PROV.: Found in 1903 near a tomb, rolled up. TABLET: H. 0.112, max.
pr. W. 0.074. Completion of a geometric diagram that covers most of the
preserved part of the tablet allows the original width to be calculated at 0.104
(so Audollent). The resulting reconstructed shape is approximately [.~. Nail
holes. DATE: Presumably the same as 145. BIBL.: Audollent (supra 145) 6-10
(phot., PI. 11). +D. R. Jordan, ZPE 24 (1977) 147-49. SEG 27.1204.
INSCR.: In the 'dome' four vowels in no apparent order. Beside the rectangular part, along the vertical edges of the tablet, vertical strings of magical
words. Around the rectangular part, a curse [KaT£XKAEtvOV TOV 'EuVXLV, OV
E(JEKEV (for ET-) 'YTTEPEXLa EV E]~pE~ (for 7j]~Pat~) ETlTa (a hypothetical
proper name EVEf.LEpEUETlTa according to Audollent)· ~pov TE [v] .pVXEV KE TO
OVOf.L{X a [WOV - - -]. In the preserved half of the geometric design, along
the right-hand side, the same curse occurs (whence the certainty of the
reconstruction just quoted). In the center of the diagram there are scattered
letters, with no apparent sense, and magical designs.
147. Found with 146, crushed around fragments of eggshell. TABLET: A
rectangluar tablet, H. 0.12, W. 0.12, on which there is a design
Nail
holes. DATE: The same as 146. BIBL.: Audollent (supra 145) 10-21 (phot. PI.
III). +Jordan (supra 146). SEG 27.1204.
INSCR.: Against the same person as 146. Inside the design's 'cap', magical
words and signs. Along the vertical edges of the tablet, vertical strings of
letters (among which [I:]a!3aw(J can be read). Written around the outside of
the circle, the curse as on 146, with Kat, J.LT, acJ>ii~ instead of ~pov. Around
the inside of the circle, the seven vowels and the name &aJ.LVaJ.LEVEV~ written, as on 145, so as to form triangles. In the space remaining, the curse is
repeated, this time with ~pov again, and ends EUTTPE.pOV (Audollent; correct
to EK- or KE?), [K]aTauTpEl/!ov aw~ I/!VXEV TOV 'EUVXLoV. In the pedestal,
the same curse, beginning as on 145 but ending ~p.[ov] (a<f>[i~] Audollent)

9.

awov TEV .pVXEV.

148. Loc.: Musee du Louvre. PROV.: Unknown. Given by Sgt M. Icard to
the Louvre. TABLET: Max. pr. H. ca 0.06, max. pr. W. ca 0.075. The fragment may belong with another (R. Cagnat, BullSocNatAnt 1904, 231f; Audollent p.426) also given to the Louvre by Icard. BIBL.: A. Heron de Villefosse,
BullSocNatAnt 1905, 29lf (drawing, 291).
INSCR.: A semicircular figure, in the border, in the center, and at the right of
which are inscribed magical names, among them I:a!3aw8 and law. In the
center there are also magical figures.
CARTHAGE or HADRUMETUM?
[L. Robert, JSav 1981, 35 n.l, has announced and quoted from a defixio
meant to win four women for one man. The man and three of the women
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are given maternal lineage, but the fourth woman is identified as IIEp1TE'TWE" (=';;,,?) vioL Eiaw OvoAovaw" Kat <l>avCTCTavo" (for <PaCTLav6,,?). The provenance is unrecorded, but Robert has assigned the tablet to
Carthage or Hadrumetum on the basis of its formulae. Now in the J. Paul
Getty Museum.]

'Tovav

LEPCIS MAGNA
149. Loc.: Department of Antiquities, Castello, Tripoli. (The Ashmolean
Museum, Oxford, has a plastic cast.) PROV.: Under the starting gates of the
circus. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.118, max. pr. W. 0.138. DATE: IVP (letter
forms). BIBL.: J. Rea, LibAnt 9-10 (1972-73) 92-96 (phot., PI. XXXVII.b).
INSCR.: One line of magical symbols, followed by magical words and four
names (ace.), presumably those of a team of horses, without connectives,
and, after Kat, a fifth name (ace.), described as "their charioteer." No governing verb.
KYRENAIKA

150. DATE: IlIa (Gallavotti). BIBL.: G. Pugliese Carratelli, ASAtene 23-24
(1961-62) 324f (phot., Fig. 141; drawing, Fig. 142). C. Gallavotti, Maia 15
(1963) 450-54. Pugiese Carratelli, RendLinc VIII.18 (1963) 340-44. [1. and
L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1964, 574.]
INSCR.: A hexametric base for the formulaic part, which requests the presence of Tyche along with Zeus and the Charites. Praxidike, "the great
daughter of Aglaokarpos," is invoked to bind the tongue, the hands, and the
feet of the intended victim, a woman. The hexameters, which are corrupt,
have been restored and discussed by Gallavotti.
[D. White has kindly sent me a photograph of a lead tablet Gnv. 74-299)
found in the course of the University of Pennsylvania's excavations at Kyrene, of which he is the director. The tablet has a hole that may have been
made with a nail, and there seem to be two illegible lines of letters followed
by "f.vf3oLl9'i . ... ]
NUBIA

BALLANA
[L. P. Kirwan, apud W. B. Emery, The Royal Tombs of Ballana and Qustul
(Cairo 1938), has announced (76, 383, 405) that three strips of lead were
found rolled up (phot., PI. 107C) in Tomb C of Cemetery 209 (plan, Fig.
35). They "could not, unfortunately, be unrolled. It is possible, however,
that they were inscribed in a ... manner" similar to that of a gold-leaf lovecharm (405-07; phot., PI. 107B; drawing, PI. 116.1) also found in the tomb.
The charm and the lead strips were placed behind some amphoras, as if to be
hidden there, about 1.5 m. from two skeletons, one of them that of a young
person, lying in the entranceway. Presumably the lead tablets are contemporary with the crudely inscribed gold charm, whose letter forms I should
tentatively assign to IVP or VP.]
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EGYPT

HERMOPOLIS MAGNA
151. Loc.: Biblioteca Medicea e Laurenziana, Florence. TABLET: H. 0.20, W.
0.18. DATE: IIIP-IVP (Norsa, from letter forms). BIBL.: M. Norsa, Omaggio
della Societa per fa ricerca dei papiri greci in Egitto af quarto Convegno dei Classicisti (Florence 1911) 20-26. PSI I 28. +R. WUnsch, BPW 32 (1912) 3-6.
+R. Ganszyniec, ByzJb 3 (1922) 120. +E. Kurtz, ibid. 340. +F. Maltomini,
in Miscellanea papyro[ogica (= Pap.F1or. 7 [1980]) 176.

INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. A charm intended to make a woman love a
woman. Side A (vidi; first edited by Maltomini): iambic verses addressed to
an underworld god. The text is full of errors and breaks off in mid-sentence.
Apparently the writer thought to make a fresh start and turned the tablet
over. Side B: the same verses, with fewer errors, apparently complete. Magical names. A love-charm is copied out four times, with variations; between
each repetition, different magical epikleseis. Choliambic verses form part of
the epiklesis after the first version of the charm. The verse passages have
been variously reconstructed by WUnsch, Ganszyniec, and Kurtz.
NEAR ANTINOOPOLIS?
152. Loc.: Departement des Antiquites egyptiennes, Musee du Louvre, inv.
E 27145. TABLET: H. 0.11, W. 0.11. Found wrapped about an unbaked clay
female figurine (H. 0.09) that had been pierced with thirteen bronze nails,
the ensemble intact within a crudely fashioned clay pot. DATE: IIIP IIVP
(Kambitsis). BIBL.: [Po du Bourguet, Revue du Louvre 25 (1975) 255-57
(phot. of figurine, 255; of defixio, 257; of pot, 256.] S. Kambitsis, BIFAO 76
(1976) 213-30 (phot. of figurine and pot, PI. XXX; of defixio, PI. XXXI).
SEG 26.1717. P. du Bourguet, BIFAO 81 (1981), forthcoming.
INSCR.: The text, a charm to make a woman love a man, follOWS, like 153,
155, and 156, the formula given in the papyrus prescription Pap. Graec.Mag.
4.335-406 for preparing such a defixio with a 'voodoo' doll. In the formula and in the other defixiones based on it, an unnamed, possibly unknown, nekydaimon is invoked (e.g. 347f of the papyrus: CtIlE'YELPE f.LOL o-avTOil, Oo-TL~ 7rOT' Et, EiTE appTJII, EiTE o-ryA~), but here he is given the name
Antinous.
HAWARA
153. Loc.: Egyptian Museum, Cairo, inv. 48217. PROV.: Found "by sebakhdiggers at Hawaret el Maqta in the Fayoum, presumably in the great cemetery used by the inhabitants of Krokodilopolis or Arsinoe" (Edgar). TABLET:
H. 0.22, W. 0.16. There are four holes in the tablet, perhaps for the attachment of small 'voodoo' dolls (see Inscr.). DATE: Not later than IIIP (Edgar,
from letter forms). BIBL.: C. C. Edgar, BSRAA 21 (1925) 42-47. SB 7452.
[K. Preisendanz, Gnomon 2 (1926) 191f.] SEG 8.574. [A. D. Nock, JEA 15
(1929) 233f.] Wortmann pp.58-75.
INSCR.: A charm, addressed to an unnamed nekydaimon, to make a woman
love a man. The text closely follows the formula at Pap. Graec.Mag. 4.335-84

JORDAN, D. R., A Survey of Greek Defixiones Not Included in the Special Corpora , Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 26:2 (1985:Summer) p.151

D. R. JORDAN

189

(el 152, 155, 156), which is preceded by instructions for the attachment of
wax dolls of Ares and Aphrodite to such a tablet. Near the tablet but not
necessarily associated with it were found two small wax dolls too crudely
fashioned to be identified with any certainty.

OXYRHYNCHOS
154. Loc.: Egyptian Museum, Cairo, inv. 36059.

TABLET:

15

X

19 em (sic).

DATE: IIIP (Grenfell and Hunt, from letter forms). BIBL.: [B. P. Grenfell and
A. S. Hunt, AnnRepEg 1902-03, 7.] O. Gueraud, MIFAO 67 (1937) 202-12.
[Gueraud, AnnEg 38 (I938) 248f.]
INscR.: The upper central part of the tablet is covered with a long magical
palindrome (imperfect), repeated with one letter or more dropped from each
end with each repetition, so that finally only the middle letter is left; in the
triangular spaces remaining at the left and the right are two other magical
words, repeated in such a way that the left-hand word expands towards the
right with the addition of letters and the right-hand word expands towards
the left. On both sides of and below these configurations is a spell to make a
man hated by another man; it ends ElJ rfi aT,#-'EpOlJ T,#-,EP€!" ElJ rfi apn wP€!"
i/8'YJ i/8'YJ. Maternal lineage.
155. Loc.: Institut fUr Altertumskunde, Cologne, inv. T.!. TABLET: H. 0.15,
W. 0.095. Found inside a clay pot along with 156, the pot and the other
defixio inscribed with a charm, written in the same hand on behalf of the
same person and against the same intended victim. DATE: IIIP/IVP (Wortmann). BIBL.: Wortmann 1 (phot., Fig. 1, 2). [Kambitsis (supra 152).]
INscR.: Tablet opisthographic. A charm to make a woman love a man. The
text follows, with variations and additions, the formula at Pap. Graee.Mag.
4.335-84 (el 152, 153, and 156). Maternal lineage.
156. Loc.: Institut fUr Altertumskunde, Cologne, inv. T.2. TABLET: H. 0.15,
W. 0.095. See 155. DATE: Same as 155. BIBL.: Wortmann 2 (phot. of Side A,
Fig. 3; of Side B, Fig. 4). [Kambitsis (supra 152).]
INscR.: An abbreviated version of 155, written by the same person.
157. Loc.: Institut fUr Altertumskunde, Cologne, inv. TA. TABLET: H. ea
0.13, W. ea 0.08. DATE: IVP. BIBL.: Wortmann 12.
INscR.: Against two runners. The text begins with a column at the upper left
composed of the words EVAa/-LW, YAa/-'WE, so altered until nEVAa#-, is reached
(el Pap. Graee.Mag. 4.1305, 162, ete.). At the upper right there seems to be
an invocation of some sort ([E7Tt]KaAov~('), but the surface is too worn for
much more to be seen. "Bind down ([Kah&8'YJO'olJ) the muscles, the members, the mind, the wits, the understanding, the 365 members and muscles
of .... "
[B. P. Grenfell and A. S. Hunt report the discovery of "three leaden tablets,
each rolled up round a wisp of hair and inscribed with imprecations which
chiefly consist of magical formulae (one at Cairo)" (AnnRepEg 1903-04, 15),
and of a "lead magical tablet" (ibid. 1905-06, 15). Present location(s) unknown.]
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QAMADIR
[J. de M. Johnson, AnnRepEg 1911-12, 14, reports that in a Roman grave "a
leaden roll with Greek inscription, the stilus enclosed, was found beside the
head. "]
EXACT PROVENANCE UNKNOWN
158. Loc.: Archaologisches Institut, Heidelberg. PROV.: Egyptian provenance
deduced from the personal names. TABLET: H. 0.088, W. 0.1Ol. DATE: IP?
(Boll, from letter forms); lIP? (U. Wilcken apud Boll, and Jordan, from
letter forms). BIBL.: F. Boll, SitzHeideiberg 1910.2, no. 1 (phot., Taf. I). +R.
WUnsch, BPW 30 (1910) 688f. SB 6224. +S. Eitrem, P.Os/o II (931) p.33
n.l. [D. R. Jordan, Phil%gus 120 (1976) 129.]
INSCR.: A charm to make a woman love a man. 'o.ptwll !.apa7rovTt~ 2 7rOtTJUOII Kat. alla,),Ka 3UOII (Eitrem: alla7rotTJ/uolI WUnsch, alla7roS[d/uolI Boll)
4NtKTJv 5'A7rOA 6AWIIOV 7 TO~ E8 pau fhj 9 11aL naLlOTOVT[O~J, llijv (for 011) ET[EK]t2E T~1Eu<~>. Beside the text is a drawing of a mummy.
159. Loc.: Archaologisches Institut, Heidelberg. PROV.: See 158. TABLET: H.
0.088, W. 0.1Ol. DATE: Same as 158. BIBL.: Boll (supra 158) no. 2 (phot.,
Taf. 11). SB 6225 (F. BilabeO. +Eitrem (supra 158). [Jordan (supra 158).]
INSCR.: Written by the same person as 155 and inscribed with the same text,
except that 'o.ptwll !.apa7rovTt~ does not occur at the beginning, the relative
011 is correctly written, and after T~u~ the phrase E7rt. E (Bilabel, Eitrem:
Em i[7rTa? BolO 1.J:r;lIa~ is added.
160. Loc.: Unknown? At the time of publication in the papyrus collection of
the Kgl. Kunstsammlungen, Berlin, inv. P.13412. TABLET: H. 0.28, W. 0.16.
DATE: IIIP (Plaumann). BIBL.: M. Plaumann, Amt/Ber 35 (1913-14) 203-10
(phot., Abb. 117). [W. Schubart, Das Buch bei den Griechen und Romern 2
(Berlin/Leipzig 1921) (phot., Abb. 7).]
INSCR.: A charm to make a woman love a man, both identified by maternal
lineage. A nekydaimon is invoked (OPKI,(,W UE) in the name of K.Vpto~ 9EO~
law, who is given seven magical names (divided on the tablet). Plaumann
reports that the letters are written in ink.
161. Loc.: Bibliotheque Publique et Universitaire, Geneva. PROV.: Bought in
Egypt by J. Nicole. TABLET: H. 0.11, W. 0.19. DATE: IIIP or IVP. BIBL.: V.
Martin, Genava 6 (1928) 56-64 (phot., Fig. 1; drawing of the figures, Fig. 2).
INSCR.: A charm to make a woman love a man. The intended victim is bound
(KaTaSEu~vw) to (El~) the tail of the serpent, the mouth of the crocodile,
the horns of the ram, the venom of the asp, the hairs of the cat, the penis (?)
of the god, "that she may have no relations with any man other than" the
defigens, who names himself and gives his maternal lineage. The text ends
EUTtIl SE 'Ta ,#UX TavTa, beneath which are four drawings of humans (or
gods?) and animals at the left and a set of magical signs at the right.
162. Loc.: Institut de Papyrologie, Paris. TABLET: H. 0.25, W. 0.19. Collart
reports nail holes at the edges of the tablet, but on examination I cannot find
them. DATE: VP (letter forms). BIBL.: P. Collart, RevPhii I1I.4 (930) 248-56
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(phot. facing 250). [C. Bonner, Studies in Magical Amulets (Ann Arbor 1950)
104.1
INseR.: An unknown nekydaimon is invoked (opKi,w aE, vEKVSaiJ.UJJv, O((rt"
1TOTE
in the name of the KVpia Brimo, along with a magical logos, to
arrest the wrath and the spirits of a man whose maternal lineage is given. A
magical figure follows, under which there are permutations of the letters
Ev>"a~ (as on 157) and more magical names. There is a long palindrome,
repeated in a column, with letters omitted from each end so that it shrinks
towards the center. The palindrome is surrounded by other magical words,
and all are followed by a partial repetition of the curse, this time with a
phrase that suggests that the purpose may have been judiciary (01TCV'> JL-ry
ciVTi7T'[l i,j.Uv EJLOi [sic]). The defigens then names himself (dat.) and gives
his maternal lineage.
[The Rare Book and Manuscript Collection of the Perkins Library of Duke
University at Durham, North Carolina, houses two defixiones of Egyptian
provenance. One (H. 0.10, W. 0.07), a love-charm, has a drawing that shows
a figure in apparently military garb in the upper left-hand corner. The other
(max. pro H. 0.13, W. 0.10), very crinkled, is unread.1

En

SYRIA-PALESTINE

NEAR HEBRON
163. PROV.: Known only from the dealer. TABLET: H. 0.0925, W. 0.07. DATE:
HIP (Jordan, from letter forms). BIBL.: B. Lifshitz, RBibl 77 (1970) 81f
(phot., PI. IX). [Jordan (supra 158).]
INseR.: Four lines of magical signs followed by E~OPKi(,w vJL(is xapaKrTlpa["
KaTa]~A'ivE (for -vad E1Ti KaKWUtV Kai &e[tKiaV] plus the intended victim's
(a man's) name with maternal lineage. The curse continues f30:x'ETat (for -TE)
aVTov E1Ti KaKWUt< v> Kat 8av[aTOv (KaKwa<E>t Kat 8av[aTcp Lifshitz)
K]at KE<PaAapyia" (for -AY-) TaX[v Ta]xv' ~S'Y/ ~S'Y/.
NYSA-SKYTHOPOLIS (Beth-Shean)
164. Loe.: University Museum, Philadelphia, inv. 29-108-602. PROV.: A
cistern of 330 P-636 P. TABLET: In two fragments that do not join. Fr. i: max.
pr. H. 0.08, W. 0.108; fr. ii: max. pr. H. 0.04, W. 0.85. DATE: IVP (letter
forms). BIBL.: H. C. You tie and C. Bonner, TAPA 68 (1937) 43-72, 128
(phot., Pl. I).
INseR.: Tablet opisthographic. Side A: after the logos Chych Bachych etc.,
the KtlPWt a-YYEAOt are invoked to bind (S.ryaaTE, KaTaS.ryaaTE) the parts of
three women, whose maternal lineages are given. They are to be made
dumb, blind, etc., before the female defigens, whose maternal lineage is also
given. After several magical logoi, some of which Ooerbeth etc., Eulamon
etc., Maskelli Maskello etc.) are known from elsewhere, the curse is repeated, in an expanded form. An Ereschigal logos, a set of magical signs,
fragments of other logoi, and possibly another repetition of the curse are
followed by a closing formula containing the words [E']S'Y/aa K[E] KaTES'Y/aa KE E((cpp.[alytaa ~i" (correct to ~ul?) T£l: JLEyax'[a OVOJLaTa]. Side P

JORDAN, D. R., A Survey of Greek Defixiones Not Included in the Special Corpora , Greek,
Roman and Byzantine Studies, 26:2 (1985:Summer) p.151

192

A SURVEY OF GREEK DEFIXIONES

U~< P> ayl,{,w UE, EVAa~v, /-LET(x. TCdV

uwv 1T'apE8pw [v], followed by magical
names that include law, BE'e [/3v(J], and the logos Maskelli Maskello etc.
Youtie and Bonner see possible Christian influence in the personal names.
165. Loc.: University Museum, Philadelphia, inv. 29-108-603. PROV.: A
room in a house. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.087, max. pro W. 0.089. DATE: Last
quarter of IIIP or first quarter of IYP (Jetter forms, context). BIBL.: Youtie
and Bonner (supra 164).
INSCR.: At the top of the text, two horizontal lines enclose an angel's name,
magical signs, the letters XMr, another angel's name, and some other magical words and signs. Most of the text is incomprehensible, but it seems to
invoke the KVpt.<OL> aytOt. (Jeo£ to make ([1T'ot.'r]]uaTat. for -Te?) a man
(identified patrilineally) lose (?) a lawsuit. The names of the intended victim
and the letters XMr show Jewish and Christian influence.

TYRE
[M. Chehab has kindly informed me that in the course of excavations of the
early Christian necropolis he has discovered more than 80 lead tablets, rolled
up. The scrolls have not yet been unrolled or cleaned, but Greek letters are
visible on a few of them.]
DAMASKOS
166. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.095, W. 0.87. DATE: lye (SEG). BIBL.: R. Mouterde, MelUSJ 15 (1930-31) 124-27 (drawing, 125). SEG 7.234.
INSCR.: The text is too badly damaged to yield much connected sense. The
word Kap,t/Jat. in line 5 suggests that it may be a charioteer who is being
cursed. The logoi MaskelIi Maskello etc. and Chych Bachych etc. occur.
Maternal lineage.
BERYTUS
167. PROV.: Mouterde conjectures that the tablet may have been found in the
course of construction work along Beirut's Rue du Marechal Petain, which
abuts an ancient hippodrome (plan, "Beryte au VIe siecle" at the end of P.
CoUinet, Histoire de l'Ecole de droit de Beyrouth [Paris 1925]). TABLET: H.
0.158, W. 0.09 (top)-O.1 (bottom). DATE: Late liP or IIIP (Mouterde, from
the word KaAaeivwv). BIBL.: Mouterde (supra 166) 106-24 (drawing, PI. III).
SEG 7.213. *A. Maricq, Byzantion 22 (1952) 368-70 (Mouterde's drawing
facing 368). SEG 15.847.
INSCR.: Against the horses and charioteers of the Blue faction (KaAaeivwv).
After fourteen lines of magical names written on either side of and beneath a
sketch of a bound figure being attacked by a beaked (?) head, the aytOt.
aVYEAOt. are invoked against 34 intended victims; it is not clear which ones
are horses and which are charioteers. The text contains certain abbreviations
(AO(yo~), yp (a</>E» that evidence ignorant use of a formulary.
APAMEA
[At the 8th International Congress of Greek and Latin Epigraphy (Athens
1982) W. van Rengen announced the discovery of two defixiones (H. 0.052,
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max. pr. W. 0.118; max. pr. H. 0.049, W. 0.141) in the Belgian excavations.
The first invokes the ,roPWL aytW'Ta'TOL xapaKrijpE~ to bind the limbs and
other parts of charioteers "so that they cannot drink or eat or sleep but will
see from their doors &E,u[o]lIa~ awp[vk &E,uolla~ f3/'EOV~, 'H</>EO"'TOV mJP
.... " The second has a similar text but lacks the invocation and the phrase
just quoted. Both texts end Tj&'Y/ TjS'Y/, Taxv TaXV']
ANTIOCH

[1. H. Humphrey, BASOR 213 (1974) 40, has mentioned three defixiones
from the metae of the hippodrome. F. F. Jones, Curator of Collections of the
Princeton Art Museum, where many of the Antioch finds are housed, has
written to me that she suspects that the tablets that Humphrey refers to are
to be identified with examples in the museum: inv. 3421-145 (from 7-6, Trial
Trench 2), 3603-154a + b, 3754-155 (both from the spina of the hippodrome),
3603-156 and 3608-157 (from the hippodrome, Trench 4) (plan, Antioch-onthe-Orontes II [Princeton 19381, Plan I). G. Downey, ibid. 148, has announced fifteen inscribed lead tablets found at Antioch and Daphne in the
seasons of 1934 and 1935. 1 do not know where they are, but Dr Jones has
been kind enough to allow me to look through the Antioch excavation inventories at Princeton, where 1 found listed nos. 4740-1130 (five defixiones),
4758-1132 (one; the composition of its lead is analyzed by R. H. Brill and 1.
M. Wampler, AlA 71 [1967] 76 no. 135), 4868-1145 (one), and 5456-1176
(one), all found in wells in 1934 and 1935; they are possibly included in
Downey's fifteen. 1 was also able to unroll one tablet on which no inventory
number was marked and to arrive at a preliminary text, which begins with
the syllables Borphor-, quite like several defixiones of IIIP from the Athenian
Agora (e.g. 23ft), but invokes not Typhon but Hekate, consigning to her a
greengrocer who is identified matrilineally']
CYPRUS
AMATHOUS

[Audollent 22-37, first published by L. Macdonald, ProcSocBiblArch 13 (18901
91) 160-90, as from Kourion and so reported by Audollent and by T. B. Mitford (J.Kourion 127-142), are in fact from Amathous: see P. Aupert and
D. R. Jordan, AlA 85 (1981) 184. The Department of Greek and Roman
Antiquities of the British Museum houses over one hundred unpublished
defixiones from Amathous and the Cabinet des Mectailles of the Bibliotheque
Nationale at least one. Those whose texts have been read follow the formula
of Audollent 22-37 and evidently issue from the same atelier.]
SALAMIS

[I mention here because they may be defixiones several lead scrolls found "in

the ancient cemetery," one of them (H. 0.065-0.075?, W. 0.027?) unrolled
and published by A. P. di Cesnola, Salaminia 2 (London 1884) 68-72, with A.
K. Sayee's readings (drawing, Fig. 83; phot., Cesnola, Lawrence Cesnola Collection: Cyprus Antiquities (London 1881)] PI. [LVI] [non vidiD. Its text, writ-
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ten in a Cypriot syllabary, has been edited several times since, after Cesnola's
drawing, most recently, with an improved but as yet not fully explicable transcription, by O. Masson, Les inscriptions chypriotes syl/abiques (Paris 1961) no.
311 (with Cesnola's drawing, "pas tres fidele," Fig. 90; Cesnola's photograph,
Masson in Salamine de Chypre, histoire et arcMologie (1980) 185, Fig. 8); Masson gives the previous bibliography. Present location(s) unknown.]
EXACT PROVENANCE UNKNOWN
[C. O. Zuretti, RivFC 20 (1892) 1-17 (drawing between 15 and 16), has
published three inscribed lead tablets that had been given by A. P. di Cesnola to Sen. Fabretti of Turin and were in Fabretti's possession at the time of
publication. The published texts and apparently the drawings as well are
incomplete and inaccurate, but I have little doubt that the tablets would
prove to be defixiones if more fully read. Present location (s) unknown.]
ASIA MINOR

UPPER MAIANDROS VALLEY
168. Loc.: In the collection of Dr Toepke at the time of publication. PROV.:
Known only from the dealer. TABLET: Max. pro H. 0.245, W. 0.10. DATE: lIP
(names). BIBL.: F. K. Dorner, JOAIBeibl32 (1940) 63-72 (phot. of Side A,
Fig. 14; of Side B, Fig. 15). + J. and L. Robert, Bull.epigr. 1941, 11.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. JUdiciary. Side A: magical signs, after which
the phrase OPKi(,W V~f), Saif..WVEf), KaT£1 TOV Erl'yeypa/.Lp,Evov OVOIJ.aTOf), "to
make my opponents and whoever else pleads for them be judged guilty." Six
intended victims (men) are named, two with paternal, one with maternal,
lineage. Magical signs follow the curse, and then at least one line of Greek,
but the bottom of the tablet is broken away. Side B: virtually the same curse,
without the magical signs at tee top and with the beginning OPKi(,W UE KaT'
eaV'T'ijf), fii, X80v Kat 'EKch"1 Kat 'Ep/.Lii X80vtE Kat A-ry8"1 /.LVxia· OPKi(,W
V~f) Ka8' eaV'Twv Kat TOVf) A.V1TOVf) (for A.Ot1T-) 8EOVf) , with the same instructions plus Kat elV Et1TWUtJI 0;' utJVT,'YopOt aVTov, TOVTO Ka8' aVTwv 'YEVEU8w.
In similar phrases demons and the underworld gods are invoked, with the
same instructions. Magical signs follow, and at least one line of Greek, but
here too the bottom is lost.
KLAUDIOPOLIS (Bithynia)
169. Loc.: Museum, University of Reading. TABLET: H. 0.15, W. 0.35.
DATE: IIIP or IVP ("from a comparison with similar documents"). BIBL.: 1.
M. R. Cormack, HThR 44 (1951) 25-34 (phot. facing 25). [Ch. Picard,
RevArch VI,4l (1953) 94f,]
INseR.: Judiciary? Five columns. The first two and part of the third are
men's and women's names (nom,), followed by a command, "Let all these
be spellbound; let them not spy on Capetolinus, but let them be speechless,
dumb, saying nothing against Capetolinus," whose maternal lineage is given,
"by the power of these names" (Cormack's translation). The fourth and fifth
columns contain an adjuration beginning KVP/,O/, 8EOi, KaTas-ryua'TE 1TaVTaf)
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'TOV~ ElrYE"ypaf.LJ.LEvov~.

The logos Yesemmigadon etc. and some magical
names connected with lao are followed by instructions to the KVPWt iJwi
&V'YEAOt much the same as those in the third column.
HERAKLEA PONTlKE
[F. K. Dorner, Anz Wien 99 (1962) 30-35, has reported the discovery of
several fragments of lead tablets']
SOUTH RUSSIA

PANTlKAPAION

170. Loc.: Kerch State Historico-Archaeological Museum? PROV.: From the
necropolis. TABLET: H. 0.08, W. 0.47. Pierced with two nails. BIBL.: B. Pharmakowsky, AA 1907, 126-28, from readings by V. V. Shkorpil'.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic, each side inscribed with three columns. The
texts of only the first two have been preserved, and these not completely.
Side A: Ka'TOpvO'(Tw plus four men's names (acc,), one of them identified as
TOl' KtJ{3EPl'T,TrJl', then the phrase 'Tf'ap' 'Epp,al' <X>66vwv Kat 'EK£lTa[v]
x60via [v] Kat 'Tf'apa nAOV'TWVa x66vwv Kat 'Tf'apa

AEVK< 0

> iJEav

x60viav

m
A.J..
'
'.., U'TPO'fIU-LaV
A.~'
A. '
Kat, 'Tf'apa, 'VEpUE'I"'Vav
X6
OVLaV
Kat, 'Tf'apa, ''Ap 'TEf.Ltua
Kat, a71f.L71' Kat, 'Tf'ap ,,,
6'
,
.., '[ ] 6EWV
~
.. '
,
'Tpa X 6OVLaV
T/Pwa~ X ovwv~, 'TOV'TWV f.LT/uEt ~
I\.VUtv
'Tf'Ot71UatTO ... f.LT/SE f.LT/pia Tt6< E> l''TE~ etc. Side B: the same formula directed

against a different man, his works, and his children. There is a slight variation after the naming of the deities, but it does not serve to elucidate the
meaning of the very last phrase.
OLBIA

171. Loc.: Odessa Archaeological Museum, inv. 44309. TABLET: H. 0.03, W.
0.135. BIBL.: Shkorpil' I (drawing, p.69). V. P. Yailenko, VDI 153 (1980) 86f
(phot., Fig. 2; drawing, Tab. VIII. 1).
INseR.: A list of men's names (nom. +gen,) plus Kat 'TO~ aO'Twt uvvt6vTa~
'Tf'al'Ta~.

172. Loc.: Unknown; once in the collection of P. A. Mavrogordato, Odessa.
TABLET: H. 0.06-0.075, W. 0.095. Four nail holes. BIBL.: Shkorpil' II (drawing, p.71).
INSCR.: A list of men's names (nom,).
173. Loc.: See 172. TABLET: H. 0.08, W. 0.13. DATE: 18 (Shkorpil', from
letter forms and spelling); IlIa (Vinogradov, from letter forms and spelling).
BIBL.: Shkorpil' III (drawing, p.72). [yo G. Vinogradov, VDI 118 (1971) 79.]
Miller 13.
INSCR.: Published by Shkorpil' as a personal letter offering to bribe a judge;
the vocabulary however ([W]U'Tf'EP ... OV'T[~] ... , [i]va Ef.LOt a1hov~ Ka'TaUXTI~ Kat f.L[E'Ta]Aa{3T1~) suggests a curse concerning judiciary matters <JLaprupial'). A gift is in fact offered at the end of the text (E'Tf" ~SE UE 'TELf,LclUW
Kat u[od &ptU'TOl' Swppov 'Tf'apaUKE [vauw)), but it is probably a reward for
the god or nekydaimon for enacting the curse: for similar promises of reward
to supernatural powers in curses, see 54, 109, WUnsch 99.
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174. DATE: Iva or IlIa (Kocevalov, from spelling?). BIBL.: S. Dlozevskii,
Visnyk Odeskoi Komissii Kraieznavstva 4-5 (1930) 53 (non vid;). A. Kocevalov, WU1ZJbAltWiss 3 (1948) 163.
INSCR.: A list of men's names (nom. +gen.) followed by the letters rrINAK /
KE<I>AKEM.
175. Loc.: Unknown; the tablet was seen and copied by Heron de Villefosse
at Paris in 1905. TABLET: H. ca 0.15, max. pro W. ca 0.06. BIBL.: A. Heron
de Villefosse, BAntFr 1905, 312f.
INSCR.: A list of men's names (all apparently nom.).
EXACT PROVENANCE UNKNOWN
176. Loc.: Musee du Cinquantenaire, Brussels, inv. A 1858. TABLET: H.
0.077, W. 0.074. DATE: Late Iva or very early IlIa. BIBL.: [V. Verhoogen,
BMusBrux 1935, 17f.] D. R. Jordan, "A Greek Defixio at Brussels," Mnemosyne IV.30 (1987) (forthcoming) (with phot.).
INSCR.: Judiciary. A list of men's names (nom.) plus Kat OUO(, (TlwrryopOVUt
Kat 7Tapa7TIP0Vut.
PROVENANCE UNKNOWN

177. Loc.: Munich Antiquarium. DATE: Not given. Probably va or Iva, cf
Attic examples spelled backwards. BIBL.: Abt 4. TABLET: In two fragments
that do not join. Fr. i: max. pro W. 0.12; fro ii: max. pro H. 0.08, W. 0.14. The
whole seems to have been folded into sixteen squares, of which twelve have
nail holes.
INSCR.: Spelled backwards. Unless the top is broken away, the text begins
8wKM (for KaTa8w?). TtX Epya and TO: epyauta (sic) of the intended victim,
a woman, are cursed.
178. Loc.: Unknown; in the collection of J. Sieveking, Munich, at the time
of publication. TABLET: Max. pr. H. 0.08, max. pro W. 0.04. BIBL.: Abt 3.
INSCR.: The published text, which consists of five lines, makes no sense to
me. To the left of and at right angles to these lines: aTtJL7I871.
179. Loc.: Istanbul Archaeological Museum. PROV.: Turkey? Bought from a
Greek dealer in 1910 in the Grand Bazaar of Istanbul. TABLET: H. 0.110, W.
0.083. DATE: IIIP or IVP (Moraux, from letter forms); end of I1IP or beginning of IVP (Guarducci). BIBL.: P. Moraux, Une dejixion judiciaire au Musee
d'Istanbul (Brussels 1960). [C. Preaux, BullAcadBelg V.46 (1960) 282.] Guarducci 254f.
INSCR.: Tablet opisthographic. Judiciary. The text of Side A is continued on
Side B, which has one line only. The text begins with magical names of IaoSeth and continues with instructions to make the opponents of the defigens
neither plan well nor remember. Their minds, soul, anger are to be chilled
a7To r1j~ mlJLE[pov 'tj,."E]pa~ El~ &7TavT~ [TOV] r1j~ ,wij~ xpovov.
180-188 Lac.: Antioch Museum. PROV.: Antioch? Tablet bought in the
Antioch Bazaar. TABLET: W. 0.04 each, other dimensions not given. BIBL.: H.
Seyrig, Berytus 2 (1935) 48-50.
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INSCR.: Nine figurines of horses. Six of them are inscribed with one name
each (masc. nom.), presumably those of horses; the other three are inscribed with a different name (nom.) on each side (twice masc. +masc., once
masc. +fem.), apparently those of the drivers or riders as well as of the
horses themselves. One of the horses' (?) names seems to be inscribed over
another name.
189. Loc.: In the collection of R. J. Demaree, The Hague. TABLET: H. 0.05,
W. 0.025 (top)-0.07 (bottom). DATE: Not given. I1IP or IVP? (letter forms).
BIBL.: P. J. Sijpesteijn, ZPE 24 (I977) 89f (phot., Taf. XIIa).
INscR.: A charm to make a woman love a man. Magical syllables (mostly
vowels) plus a{u;) Kat 1TapaKaAw ~ v fJoLvaJ.1:.1 v (for fJvvaJ.Ji,v) 170V Kat ~ v
e{OVI7LaV 170V plus magical syllables plus a~ov TEP/-WVTLV, ~ (v) eTEKEv
!'ocpia, Zo7jA, T0 ~TEKEV *POI7EP, ~PWTL f.W.VLK0 Kat aKaTa[1Ta]VI7T~ <Kat?>
a~ 'fJ' iPT~ (for a~(JapT~?).
[M. Vickers informs me that the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, houses four
defixiones. Inv. G. 514.1 is still rolled up, with the original nail piercing it; for
a photograph see Kurtz and Boardman (supra p.157) PI. 45. Inv. G.514.2
(max. pr. H. 0.06, max. pr. W. 0.06), whose letter forms suggest Iva or IlIa,
preserves parts of four lines of text, apparently the end of a curse. The opistho graphic inv. G.514.3 (H. 0.1, W. 0.085), whose letter forms may be Iva,
begins "whoever bewitched (KanffJEI7Ev) me, whether woman, man, slave,
free, foreigner, townsman ... " (e! the tablet from the Athenian Kerameikos announced by Kovacsovics [supra p.158]).Inv. G.514.4 (H. 0.02-0.04, W.
0.09) contains illegible marks, perhaps crude attempts at letters (e! WUnsch
128ft) .J
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